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Research on the Poetry Circle of the Muromachi Shoguns

Thesis Summary

This doctoral dissertation investigates from different perspectives the poetic community that
flourished around the “Lords of Muromachi,” the heads of the Ashikaga shogun family and the highest
authority during the Muromachi period.

The thesis consists of three parts and ten chapters. In the first part, | focus on the literary production
of Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436—1490), the eighth Muromachi shogun. Chapter 1 collects Yoshimasa’s
extant waka and sheds light on his life as a poet. Chapters 2 and 3 are devoted to Yoshimasa’s
Jikaawase—a compilation of his own poems arranged in pairs to form a solo poetry contest—and two of
his private collections. | determine which textual variant is the most suitable for further inquiry, and based
on these results, | attempt a diachronic study of Yoshimasa’s poetics in Chapter 4, examining how his
style changed in relation to age and social environment.

In the second part, | tackle the poetic network of Seigan Shotetsu (1381-1459) through the scrutiny
of Shogetsuan eiga shijdniban utaawase, the record of a poetry contest preserved at the Tenri Central
Library. Shotetsu is one of the most representative poet-monk of the Muromachi period, also known for
lecturing the young Yoshimasa on The Tale of Genji. Since Shogetsuan eiga shijiniban utaawase is a
hitherto-ignored manuscript, | provide a basic report of this finding in Chapter 1. In Chapter 2, | move on
to the analysis of the poetry contest itself and look closer at the participants and their poems to gain a
clearer picture of Shotetsu’s circle, of which much is still unknown.

The third part addresses various issues related to the warrior milieu of Yoshimasa’s son, Yoshihisa
(1465—-1489), and the adjacent entourage of Emperor Go-Hanazono (1419-1471) and Emperor
Go-Tsuchimikado (1442—-1500). In the first chapter, | reconstruct the formation process of Yoshihisa’s
literary community using as a clue the Shégun-ke senshu, a one-thousand poem sequence hosted by
Yoshihisa in the eleventh month of Bunmei 14 (1482). In the second chapter, | pay attention to the
monthly poetry gatherings held at the imperial palace and the shogunal residence in the fifteenth
century, detailing the nature of such events and the people involved, as well as their interactions.
Additionally, | consider the effects of the Onin War, which broke out during the same period. In Chapters
3 and 4, | discuss a new annual event established under Emperor Go-Tsuchimikado’s reign, namely the
chakuto waka. Chapter 3 delineates the how this practice became a court tradition, while Chapter 4
explains the modes of inscription and transmission of chakuté waka texts using the Bunmei jiisannen
chakuté senshu as an example.

Overall, this study aims to rethink the relationship between poetry and the political power of the

Muromachi shoguns, thereby gaining new insight into the social meaning and functions of waka.
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