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Summary of Thesis:

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how Jews, who were confronted with Hellenism in the late
Second Temple period, responded to it and shaped their own culture and thought, based on
archaeological research on burial. In Chapter 1, | review the burial practices of Jews from the First
Temple period to the late Second Temple period, in order to understand and compare their unique burial
customs.

In Chapter 2, | compare the loculi tombs of Jerusalem and loculi tombs in Hellenistic cities in the
Hellenistic period, and bench tombs in the Iron Age Il, focusing on the tomb form. | then clarify the
changes in burial practices in Jerusalem during the late Second Temple period, and examine how the
Jews of Jerusalem confronted Hellenism with regard to burials. The early loculi tombs in Jerusalem have
strong similarities with the Iron Age Il bench tombs in terms of tomb forms, burial methods, and views on
the afterlife, and the influence of Hellenism was limited. A new burial method called ossuary was
adopted in the late first century BCE, and the forms of the tomb changed, but the ossuary, in which
reburial took place, was not influenced by the burial methods of Hellenistic cities. While it is true that
individuals have surfaced in Jewish family burials, this should be seen as a development of Jewish
reburial.

Chapters 3 and 4 examine the distribution of tombs in the southern region of the Eastern
Mediterranean. Since archaeological information on tombs in the Palestinian territories was lacking in
comparison to Israel, Chapter 3 examines the distribution of tombs in the Palestinian territories during
the late Second Temple period. The distribution shows that the loculi tombs tended to spread from Judea
to the surrounding areas from the second century BCE to the first century CE. However, due to the lack
of information on Palestinian territories from theft, the development of the distribution since the first
century BCE has been unclear.

In Chapter 4, | try to understand the distribution of tombs, types of tombs, and burial practices in the
southern region of the Eastern Mediterranean during the late Second Temple period, and examine the
conflict between Jewish burials and Hellenism. From the trends of the second century BCE, there is no
doubt that the burial customs of the Iron Age Il were initially set as the traditional Jewish burial. The
square loculi tombs, which developed from bench tombs, were influenced by Hellenistic burial customs

in the construction of multiple loculi on the walls of the burial chamber, but did not change the
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fundamental principle of reburial with family in mind. On the other hand, in the first century BCE,
differences in tomb forms and burial practices were particularly evident in Jewish cemeteries. This is
most likely the result of changes within Jewish people, as they came to hold a variety of views and
questioned their own ways of being. In general, the influence of Hellenism on Jewish burial in the late
Second Temple period seems to have been limited.
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