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Summary of Thesis:

In my doctoral thesis, I analyze the literature of provincial warriors who were active from
the end of the Middle Ages to the early modern period (16th to 17th century). In particular, I
focus on the genres of renga (linked verse poetry composed by two or more people) and wakan
renku (a similar form of collaborative poetry in which Sinitic and Japanese verses alternate in
the sequence), investigating their rhetoric, composition manuals, and other related documents.

Renga and wakan renku have been performed continuously from the Muromachi to the
Edo period. A peculiar feature of these arts is that they brought together different social classes,
such as daimyo (feudal lords), kashin (retainers), rengashi (renga poets), and Zen monks.
Accordingly, we can reconstruct their exchanges by tracing the participants, time, and place of
the performance as inscribed on such documents.

However, research on this topic is fragmentary because renga and even more wakan renku
materials are geographically scattered and lack systematization. Furthermore, unlike the work
of upper-class poets, warrior linked poetry has received scant attention so far and almost
exclusively by local historians. The present study aims to fill the gap by surveying the cultural
networks formed around warriors with cultural inclinations, thus opening unexplored avenues
in Japanese literary history.

The thesis consists of three chapters. Chapter 1 considers the literature of the Uesugi, lords
of Echigo (modern Niigata Prefecture), and sheds new light on a rich set of materials—including
the Uesugi-ke monjo (Uesugi Family Documents)—rarely discussed by literary scholars.
Chapter 2 analyzes the literature of the Narita family, who ruled over Oshi (modern Saitama
Prefecture). The Narita show similarities with the Uesugi in how they both attempted to
establish contact with the center by means of renga and wakan renku, as well as through the
mediation of renga master Satomura Joha. Chapter 3 elucidates the nature of this textual
corpus by offering the transcription and annotation of unpublished renga and wakan
renku poems collected from all over the country, paying close attention to the Uesugi’s
case.

Three critical aspects have emerged from this research. First, the conditions that prompted
peripheral warriors to engage in the production of renga and wakan renku. Second, the
interlacing trajectories of people who belonged to multiple literary spheres and the role of
professional renga poets. Lastly, the necessity to reevaluate the bibliographic materials which
long lay dormant in the archives of local shrines, libraries, and museums, and their relevance to
the study of medieval and early modern literature.

Overall, the results of this study vividly showcase the literary achievements of premodern
warriors, which help us reassess the value of understudied records and reinvigorate the field
with new questions and perspectives.
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