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(1) a. Carpenter drowned cat. (Ostman 2005: 123)
b. Brush mushrooms with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper.

(Vegetarian Times, June 2002, Issue 298, p. 36)
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IZHES W TSR D they said D2 L & & they said Z 85 [EI# VKT Z L OB L & 215/
LTW5oh,

(2) a. “Join the army,” they said. “It will be fun,” they said. (Company of Hereos)
b. Go on the cable car they said, it will be fun they said (enTenTen15)
c. Learn Rails they said. It’s easy they said. (enTenTen15)
d. Change your plan and phone line set-up they said. It will be easy they
said. It will save your business money they said. You won’t notice any

change at all they said. (iWeb Corpus)
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Summary of Thesis:

This thesis examines the relationship between discourse contexts and conventional linguistic knowledge
from the viewpoint of Construction Grammar, focusing on the two related aspects of this relationship
contained in the title of this thesis (discourse in and as constructions). On the one hand, knowledge
regarding discourse contexts must form a part of our conventional knowledge of grammatical
constructions, since some constructions are only acceptable in certain contexts or reliably change
meaning depending on the discourse context (e.g., Giltrow 2010; Kaimori 2016; Ostman 2005;
Nikiforidou 2021). On the other hand, these discourse contexts themselves behave like complex
grammatical constructions in the sense that schematic form conventionally evokes a certain meaning
(e.g., Antonopoulou & Nikiforidou 2011; Imo 2010; Ostman 2005).

The nature of the relationship between knowledge of discourse and our conventional linguistic
knowledge has been the subject of some debate in the field. Some researchers argue for the sort of
conventional association between discourse and linguistic form described above (e.g., Hoffmann &
Bergs 2018; Nikiforidou 2015, 2021; Ruppenhofer & Michaelis 2010). Others hold that knowledge of
discourse and knowledge of grammar are separate, not conventionally linked, and that correlations
between the two (i.e., the tendency to use certain constructions in certain discourse contexts) can be
explained by speaker’s making choices based on the functional requirements of the situation (e.g.,
Fischer 2015; Matsumoto 2015). This thesis provides new evidence in favor of the former position
(conventional association between discourse and form), models the form and function of linguistic
constructions on the discourse level, and puts both conventionalization and functional motivation in their
proper places as parts of two-step model of the emergence of discourse-level constructions.

This thesis presents three case studies of discourse-level constructions, varying in complexity and
stage of development. These studies provide evidence that multi-sentential, complex, schematic form
can be conventionally linked with a function in the manner of a grammatical construction. The forms and
functions of these constructions are examined, as well as their constructionalization processes and
motivations.

Based on these case studies, this thesis demonstrates that, first, the tendency toward formal
homogeneity over time in complex genres is evidence of conventionalization. Second, the form of
discourse-level constructions is highly layered: we must consider both the structure of the whole and
characteristics of the parts, such that the discourse-functions of the parts contribute to the the form of

the whole. Third, both functional motivation and conventionalization have their places in a two-step
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model of the development of complex, conventional patterns of discourse. Fourth, as the internal
symbolic complexity of a construction increases, the sequence and discourse-functions of the parts
becomes more important than lexical and syntactic form, and the amount of acceptable variation in size
and complexity between individual instances becomes greater. In this way, this thesis contributes to our
understanding of the relationship between discourse and grammar, and our understanding of the form,
function, and emergence of discourse-level constructions.
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