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Summary of Thesis:

My dissertation presents a new method for annotating Utsuho monogatari, a piece of

literary work from the mid-Heian period.

The thesis consists of two parts. The first one deals with the formation of the text. It
focuses on issues related to the textual body, such as what the existing copies of Utsuho
monogatari are and what features they have, inquiring into their nature and
relationships. By doing so, I clarify the content of the text through the means of textual
criticism. I also shed new light on the process of textual formation by focusing on a
peculiar manuscript variant and its line of transmission. Specifically, I discuss the
importance of Utsuho monogatari, the quotations of this texts found in poetic

anthologies, the existence of a revised and collated version, and other textual variants.

The second part tackles with the process of textual generation and reception, i.e. how
Utsuho monogatari was created and read. In the past, scholars have neglected several
aspects concerning the formation of Utsuho monogatari. However, this task cannot be
avoided in making annotations. Accordingly, this section explores who is the main
character of Utsuho monogatari, how to make sense of contradicting chapters, the
extent to which the text reflects the historical context, and how the description of

characters may change across different manuscripts.
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As described above, the texts of Utsuho monogatari and the issues of its formation
are indispensable in the study of classical literature. Solving these issues will pave the

way for a full annotation of Utsuho monogatari, hence the relevance of this thesis.
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