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Double-faced Maps: The Georacial Imagination in Mark Twain’s Works
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Summary of Thesis:

This thesis reexamines how Samuel Langhorne Clemens (known as Mark Twain;
1835-1910), the son of a slaveholder in Hannibal, Missouri, faced the emotional turmoil over the
racial others as a writer in postbellum America, by focusing on the meaning of geography in his
writings: more specifically, how Twain technically or unconsciously utilized the geographical
imagination (evoked by the fictional settings of novels or exotic foreign soils in travelogues) in
representing racial others and reconciling his own identity as a literary celebrity. Numbers of
scholars and critics have discussed the issue of race in Twain’s works or the writer’s racial attitudes
for decades. Nevertheless, the problems of race in Mark Twain’s works have not been fully
discussed. Reexamining Twain’s racial issues from a new perspective allows us to gain a further
understanding of his emotional conflict over his identity as a literary celebrity, especially how such
a private matter was deeply related to the national agony of nineteenth-century America. To be
more specific, I argue that Twain’s journeys both inside and outside the United States crucially
influenced his identity formation and racial attitude, giving him the eyes to look upon the nation’s
sin during and after the age of expansion.

To examine the significances of geographies in Twain’s writings, this thesis analyzes both
his biographical background and his fictional/non-fictional works set in various places from a small
town by the Mississippi River to the Sandwich Islands, superimposing the process of the US
westward expansion on Mark Twain’s career as a writer. In order to discuss Twain’s geographical

imagination and representation of others in his works, we cannot overlook the influence of his
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identity problem on his writings and his art of narration. Consequently, Chapter 1 examines his
curious friendship or business relationship with the great showman From Taylor Barnum
(1810-1891), and their attempts to reconstruct their own past experiences. Chapter 2 takes up
Pudd’nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins and suggests that the novel connotes the racial
conflict between whites and other non-whites, that is, Chinese immigrants by focusing on one of the
models for the “extraordinary twins,” Chang and Eng, the original Siamese Twins. Chapter 3
reconsiders how racial/geographical ambiguities in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and the
versatile nature of Mark Twain himself overlap with each other, and how these ambiguities enable
Twain to reconcile his emotional turmoil over the past. Chapter 4 deals with “Huck Finn and Tom
Sawyer among the Indians” and Tom Sawyer Abroad, which are set in the Western wilderness and
the fictional Oriental world. In examining these stories, I will elaborate on how Twain’s fictional
Orient brings out the deceitfulness of the imperialist discourse and even discloses the author’s
warring emotions over racial others in the wake of US expansionism. Chapter 5 inspects Twain’s
writings on the Sandwich Islands, including his reports from the Islands as a correspondent in 1866
and the unfinished “Sandwich Islands Novel,” clarifying the changes in his attitude toward the

racial others both inside and outside the United States.
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