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Identity and Individuals: A Systematic Approach Based on Sortal Concepts

Summary of Thesis:

This study deals with the following three problems about ‘identity’: First, from a metaphysical point of
view, what is a relation of identity obtaining between every object and itself like, and what is a ground for
the obtaining of it? Second, from a semantic point of view, what meaning do identity-expressions such
as ‘identical’ and ‘is’ used by competent language users have, and what is the truth condition for any
identity-statement using proper names like? Third, from a point of view of the philosophy of mind and
psychology, what is a cognitive activity of identification or individuation of objects exerted by competent
perceivers like, and how does it succeed?

In the thesis, | attempt to show that the three notions of identity, identity-expressions, and cognitive
individuation are to be elucidated in terms of what is called sortal concepts such as a cat, a river, and a
person. Then | attempt to construct a unified theory of sortalist approaches to ‘identity’ on the basis of
the Wigginsian perspective.

Chapter 1 focuses on the very notion of a sortal concept. Through examining the previous studies
on a sortal concept, | posit some premises about its role, taxonomy, and scope. Chapter 2 focuses on
the metaphysics of identity. By exploring some kinds of relativism of identity, | argue that although
identity is absolute to any sortal concepts and is an equivalence relation that satisfies Leibniz's law, the
fact concerning identity holding between Fs is metaphysically grounded in a fact concerning the same F,
namely the triadic relation sharing the same formal features as identity. | label this theory ‘sortalist
absolutism of identity’. Chapter 3 focuses on the semantics of identity-expressions. To explain a famous
distinction between identity in the loose sense and identity in the strict sense, | argue that while the
semantic content of identity-expressions is constant across contexts and is a univocal equivalence
relation that satisfies Leibniz's law, the extension is sensitive with regard to the same F in virtue of a
sortal concept parameter F posited in the circumstances of evaluation whose value is determined by the
context. | label this theory ‘non-indexical contextualism of identity-expressions’. Chapter 4 focuses on
the philosophy of mind and psychology of cognitive individuation. Against major attacks based on
empirical evidences in cognitive psychology, | argue that the notion of cognitive individuation at issue is
defined as a particular cognitive activity involving a propositional knowledge of identity, and its success
requires a cognitive subject to have a veridical visual experience of a sortal concept F and a true belief
about the same F as available justifying evidence. | label this theory ‘factivist evidentialist sortalism’. In
Appendix A, B, and C, by solving some metaphysical problems about identity and individuals, | defend

the sophisticated versions of sortalist absolutism of identity and its accompanying theories.
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