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Summary of Thesis:

The purpose of this paper is to analyze Henri Bergson's first two works, Time and Free Will (TFW) and Matter
and Memory (MM), regarding the notion of the free act, and through that process of reading, provide a new
understanding of the notions of time and space in Bergson's early philosophy. The following three points are
presented in this paper. First, we will show that, while TF confirms the existence of free acts (actes libres), MM
explores the conditions under which such free acts are possible. Researchers have a certain common
understanding about the relationship between these two books: the conclusion of 7FW called for measures to deal
with the mind and body problems treated in MM. However, there is still no clear examination of precisely how
MM inherits the conclusion of the previous book. The main reason for this is the supposed large differences
between the two works on several issues. By showing that such differences are, in many cases, only on the
surface, this paper interprets MM as a work that explores the conditions for the possibility of free act set out in
TFW. Second, we will confirm that it is Kant's philosophy that provides the largest framework for the transition
from TFW to MM. 1t is clear that TF'W contrasts its own thesis about time with that of the transcendental esthetic
and MM on the issues of space, but it can be said that Bergson's early philosophy inherited the frame of the First
Critique on various other issues such as the thing itself, the self, freedom, schemes, and imagination. In particular,
when the idea that perception and memory are directed to “a useful action” is repeatedly emphasized in MM, the
opposite notion of “pure knowledge” refers to “judgment” in the first critical sense. Therefore, the first point
mentioned above can be considered parallel with Kant's progress in exploring various conditions after confirming
the existence of a priori synthetic judgment. Third, there is a deepening of Bergson's understanding of space and
time between the two works. Since TFW mainly considered our inner consciousness, the free act had no
connection with the outside world and was, so to speak, floating on air. MM has changed the notion of space itself
from a practical point of view, and at the same time, has come to give new understanding to homogeneous time

and duration (durée).
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