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Izumi Kyoka’s will to narrate: Analyzing images and faith in his works

Summary of Thesis:

Izumi Kyoka was a novelist who lived from the Meiji period to Showa period. He
established an inimitable view of the world and evaluation of modern Japanese literature. He
has been regarded as a visionary novelist who had no parallel among his contemporaries.
However, his works indicate that he took an interest in religion and communicated his ideas
with his contemporaries through his writing. In Youraku-bon, Furyusen, and Shunchu, Kyoka
tackled the conflicts between modern and religious ideas in Japan. He confronted these
problems in his narratives by using superstitions and faith which offered critical assessments
as solutions. In this context, superstition is composed of not only belief, but also vulgarity and
devilishness.

Faith has a close relationship with images in Kyoka’s works. Kyoka thought that
images were indispensable to faith and embodied them akin to the way love embodies carnal
desire. The faith was inseparably linked to the nonentity of objects. In Buninrisyoki, Kyoka
created various images and tried to articulate a theory of the faith. Sanakaihyobanki is an
example of how Kyoka’s work is related to images. In this work, a variety of stories are
intertwined, and Komura Settai, a Japanese-style painter, added illustrations to the narrative.
The coexistence of Kyoka’s stories and Settai’s illustrations created a theme that was an
answer to the premodern narratives.

Settai also worked on the book design for Nihonbashi. In this book, he succeeded in
expressing the theme of the novel, a description of women’s souls. The book design of
Nihonbashi is known as a fusion of modern book design and the traditional style of Ukiyoe.
Kyoka also featured Ukiyoe in Kunisadaegaku. He described Ukiyoe and show-booths which
were becoming a relic of the past, and he expressed the lost world. He found a way to connect to
this world through premodern narratives, and he had the will to approach it. It was the strong
will of Kyoka who is the novelist in modern life.

This will is expressed strongly in Usukobai, which was written in his later years.
Throughout this work, he looked back at the start of his career as a novelist. However, this
work is not merely a memoir, it is also a fantastic novel. Moreover, we can find the ideals and
values of Kyoka embodied in this work. In the end, Kyoka invented an important theory
relating images and faith and was able to, through his narrative abilities, portray a world

which transcended modernity.
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