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Summary of Thesis:

This dissertation argues that the Connecticut Wits’ poetics of fraternity closely involves a tormented awareness of
treachery. Based on a sense of mission, which was inherited from the vision as represented in John Winthrop’s
phrase “a city upon a hill,” a twin discourse of fraternity and treachery allows the Connecticut Wits to write the
American epic. How did their epics reflect and sometimes deflect the spirit of the times and the other members’ epics?

To resurrect these distinguished poets in American literary history, this study proceeds in chronological order:
The Revolutionary period (the 1770s—1780s), the Federalist Age (the 1780s—1790s), and after the death of George
Washington (the 1800s). By addressing Timothy Dwight's The Conquest of Candan (1785) and John Trumbull’'s
M’Fingal (1776/1782), Part | illuminates how their works problematizes a traitor—that is, the loyalists of the
Revolutionary period—and reinterprets these poems as a trauma epic. In the post-Revolutionary period, or the
Federalist Age, with a strong sense of responsibility and anxiety about a recurrence of the tragic anarchy in “the civil
war,” the Connecticut Wits, as the Federalist intellectuals, develops the rhetoric of fraternity into gothic aesthetics. Pat
Il first reveals that such a development is observed in The Anarchiad (1786—87), cowritten by the members, with the
exception of Dwight. The Federalist Age thrived in the 1780s, but was brief; as time went by, it declined, and the
Federalist Connecticut Wits was also forced to transform their organization. Part Il then features that Lemuel Hopkins’
“Guillotina” (1796-99) because this mock-epic challenges the Federalist Connecticut Wits themselves by entailing
ambivalence about his friend Joel Barlow, who left Hartford in 1788 and became a Republican in the 1790s: hence, he
tuned out to be a traitor.

The Federalist Age ended with the death of the first US president George Washington. Picking up David
Humphreys’ A Poem on the Death of General Washington (1800/1804) and Barlow’s The Columbiad (1807), Part IlI
investigates how they envision the national unification to come, revealing the destination of their poetics of fraternity.
Humphreys, the most skilled in the language of fraternity, mythologize his intimate friend Washington as the
embodiment of the American Revolution, but his language of intimacy cannot help but disclose its limitation in terms
of class, race, and gender. Barlow’s The Columbiad also mythologizes Washington in comparison with the legendary
Peruvian prince Manco Capac, but even sympathizes with Zamor, Manco Capac’s enemy. By rereading Zamor as an
embodiment of treachery inherited from the memory of the Revolutionary War, The Columbiad emerges as the
paradoxical epic. The final chapter draws attention to Noah Webster and his epic work An American Dictionary of the
English Language (1828). Significantly, he collected the example sentences for his dictionary not only from the Bible,
Milton, Dryden, Pope, and Johnson, but also from his friends, the Connecticut Wit. This dissertation concludes by
relocating Webster as an epicist or the last remembrancer in the age of the Connecticut Wits to illustrate the

remarkable effects of their writing of the American epic.
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