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Summary of Thesis:

This PhD thesis is on the apsis fresco at Spoleto Cathedral, which was painted by Fra Filippo
Lippi from 1466 till his death in1469, and completed by his assistants after his death, who were Fra

Diamante and Piermatteo d’Amelia, as well as his son, Filippino.

The main purpose of this dissertation is to clarify what kind of influences Filippo received and
why certain motifs that are not seen in the “usual” Tuscan, especially paintings are painted on the apsis.
The theme of the fresco is the life of Mary, and the subjects are: the Annunciation, Nativity, Dormition
and the Assumption of the Virgin (more properly, Giving of the Girdle to St. Thomas), and the Coronation
of the Virgin. In the spandrels, two angels are depicted with scrolls, and they are being investigated, as
well.

In the first part, the background of its production is being researched: the bishop of Spoleto,
who was also a cardinal, Berardo Eroli (1409-79), and the workshop of Filippo Lippi. In the second part,
the lower fresco subjects are the focus: that is, the life of Mary from the Annunciation to the Assumption.
The main focus is on the Annunciation, where an unusual motif of a sandglass is depicted. The reason
for this rare motif is discussed in relation to the cardinal Eroli and his personality, as well as the
venerated saint Jerome in its scope. His influence is felt also in the other parts of the fresco, and is

discussed in relation to the liturgy.

In the third part, the Coronation of the Virgin is discussed: the iconography of the subject is
investigated in detail, especially in relation to the dogma of the immaculate conception. The theological
situation in Umbria, as well as in the Papacy is considered, which key is as above, the cardinal Eroli,
who was deeply involved in both places, as a papal legate to Perugia, and involved in Franciscan

matters, including the setting up the first monte di pieta in Perugia.

In conclusion, the apsis fresco that Filippo painted reflects both the influences from where it
was painted, i.e., Umbria, as well as from the Papacy as Spoleto was a part of the Papal States.
However, it was through cardinal Eroli that this decoration of the apsis fresco came to completion, which

was considered a marvel by Vasari.
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