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Summary of Thesis:

This thesis discusses the development process of nationalism in Singapore Chinese society from
1896 to 1909 from the perspective of “nationalism of the immigrant society,” which is a newly developed
concept. Further, it reveals the historical process, unique characteristics, and importance of this
nationalism. This thesis provides six main results and includes six parts, introduction, conclusion,
historical outline, bibliography, and so on.

Many previous studies have discussed the development of nationalism in Singapore Chinese society
from the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century. However, they do not provide a
thorough understanding of the concept of “nationalism” itself; they simply applied the stylized model of
nationalism as the standard “nation-state” to the development of nationalism in Singapore Chinese
society and discussed the related problems.

However, during this period, the local Chinese in Singapore lived in the external area of their father
country, the state of Qing China. Further, they were located outside the political system of the state of
Qing China, did not have the citizenship of this state, and had only limited political participation and
rights to take part in the politics of the state of Qing China. Furthermore, the internal structure of the local
Chinese society that the local Chinese lived in and belonged to was divided by several Bang groups
based on dialect. If the concept of nation or nationalism refers to a political problem associated with the
integration to the “nation-state” or participation in the nation-state’s political system according to the
stylized concept of the standard nation-state, the social transformation that occurred in Singapore
Chinese society during the period cannot be considered a nationalist movement.

On the other hand, the idea of the nation as a homogeneous integral entity of Chinese or Singapore
Chinese society was formulated in there during this period under the influence of the political and
cultural movements of two countries, the British Empire as the suzerain country and Qing China as the
father country. Further, local Chinese leaders actively promoted this idea to unite the people of
Singapore Chinese society to lead many social, cultural, and political movements.

This thesis considers the social movements and transformations of Singapore Chinese society that
occurred during this period to be good examples for the development of the “nationalism of the
immigrant society,” which is different from the nationalism of the standard nation-state. Finally, this thesis
reveals the historical evolution of this problem and its unique characteristics and importance from

perspective of the historical transformation of the internal structure of Singapore Chinese society.
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