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The Boundary between Perception and Judgment: How many kinds of things can we perceive?

Summary of Thesis:

This study aims to show that some kinds of properties that are seemingly unperceivable can, in

fact, be perceived.

The problem considered in this study is the so-called “admissible contents of perceptual
experience.” This dispute concerns the nature of perceptual experience. The question is, what kinds
of objects and properties can be perceived? There are two classes of properties concerned with this
dispute: low-level properties and high-level properties. Low-level properties are the sort of things
that everyone will agree can be directly perceived. These include color, shape, location, motion,
distance, sound, taste, smell, texture, temperature, and so on. On the other hand, high-level
properties are those that everyone will agree we can understand, believe, or think about, but it is
disputed whether they can be directly perceived. These include kind properties (e.g., being an
apple, being a table), others’ emotions (e.g., being sad), absence or negative states (e.g., there are no
sounds), aesthetic properties (e.g., being graceful), moral properties (e.g., being cruel), dispositional
properties (e.g., being edible), causal relations (one thing causes something else to happen),

semantic properties (the meaning of a sentence or utterance), and so on.

I survey previous studies on the perception of kind properties and others’ emotions, in order to
clarify the key points and strategies needed to defend the perceivability of seemingly unperceivable
things. Then, I positively defend the perceptual validity of absence and aesthetic properties. In
order to claim that some kinds of high-level properties are perceivable, I present “The High-Level
Mode Perception Theory.” This theory divides perceptual experience into two parts:
representational content and Gestalt representational mode. Representational contents contain
low-level properties, and these properties are reflected in the phenomenal character of perceptual
experience by virtue of being represented by perceptual experience. On the other hand, high-level
properties are not contained in their representational content. Rather, they are particular ways (or
modes) in which low-level properties are represented. In other words, high-level properties are
Gestalt-like configurations of low-level properties. Low- and high-level properties thus stand in a

part—whole relation in the phenomenal character of perceptual experience.
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