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The Layers and Limits of Reality: A Metaphysics of Grounding and Fundamentality

Summary of Thesis:

This thesis deals with some basic issues pertaining to metaphysical theorizing about the hierarchical
structure of reality as a whole in terms of the notion of grounding—a noncausal, constitutive relation of
determination. The first half examines two problems concerning the consistency of the general theory of
grounding: internal consistency and consistency with a theory about another hierarchical—structuring
relation, the part—whole relation. Through this examination, | defend both types of consistency in such a
way as to shed light on some important notions of the theory of grounding and its ramifications. The
second half applies the notion of grounding to an old and difficult problem concerning the fundamental
feature of reality: how negative truths are ultimately founded upon reality. On the basis of the elucidation
and the defense of truthmaker theory, | defend the view that the world as a whole is the truthmaker for all
negative truths—that these truths are ontologically grounded in the fundamental fact of the existence of
the world. To vindicate this claim, | explain away the alleged inconsistency in an account proposed in the
literature by differentiating between two different senses of “ground” involved in a certain set of plausible
principles of grounding. | also show how to accommodate de re modal claims about the world as a whole
in a plausible way by distinguishing two distinct but coincident entities that can be designated by the
phrase “the actual world.” My account constitutes a novel approach to the old problem of the
metaphysical foundation of negative truths and yields a tenable solution based on the clarification of the
connection between truthmaking and grounding. Overall, the discussion of this thesis shows that the
general theory of grounding rests on a firm basis and that the theory is useful for tackling fundamental

questions about the layered structure of reality as a whole.
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