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Summary of Thesis:

The study of Korean embassies to Tokugawa Japan has tended to overemphasize political, diplomatic, cultural,
and exchange issues. The aim of this research is expand that study to the areas of economics and burden sharing
and reexamine the relationship with diplomacy of early modern Japan under its “seclusion” (sakoku) polices and
the role of local society.

In Chapter One titled “An Overview of the Parade Reception System for Korean Embassies,” Chapter Two “The
Reorganization of Tsushima Domain Shutsuba-kata,” Chapter Three “The Reorganization of Joma-yaku for Korean
Embassy” and Chapter Four “Korean Embassy Jinba-yaku and the Contract System with Merchants,” the author
focuses on the unique journey by land from Yodo to Edo approximately 526km in length and the previously
unanalyzed mid-Edo period, going beyond the tripartite framework consisting of Japan (the Tokugawa Bakufu),
Tsushima (Tsushima domain of the So family), and Korea (the Choson Dynasty) traditionally pointed out in
Korean-Japanese diplomatic histories to attempt an organization and appraisal of the structure of the system of
receiving Korean embassies with the addition of a fourth entity, the daimyo and the villages situated along the
route. The processions of the embassies were on a scale in which Japanese participants numbered over ten times
the Korean parties of approximately 360 persons and many horses were required. As a result of this study, it was
learned that there were distinctions made between the joma-yaku that were the responsibility of the daimyo,
and the jinba-yaku that were required of the villages along the route. Moreover, through an analysis of that
system new discoveries were made in the commonality and continuity between the Shotoku (1711) and Kyoho
(1719) periods, which have been thus far seen as distinct and disconnected.

Continuing with Chapter Five “Korean Embassy Joma-yaku and the Kaga Domain Maeda Family,” Chapter Six
“Chésenjin Goyo in the Kaetsuno Area,” and Chapter Seven “Responsibility of the Tsugaru Family in Hirosaki
Domain for Horse Harnesses,” the author examines the joma-yaku as an example of domestic Japanese support
for the embassies, and examine the actual burdens shouldered by the daimyo from their point of view. In the
case of the Kaga domain, the author shows that the joma-yaku required by the Bakufu expanded throughout the
Kaetsuno area as Chosenjin goyé through the domain structure and connected with local society, exerting direct
and indirect economic influences. In the case of the Hirosaki domain as well, with its deep connections with the
Ezo region and Ainu, as with other domains they had the responsibility for joma-yaku, and it was learned that
during periods of economic difficulties such as cold weather damage or poor harvests they were deeply vexed
by the irregular outlays occurred through fulfilling this burden. By analyzing the cases of those daimyé in regions

that the embassies did not actually pass through, the distribution and increase of the burdens needed to
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support the embassies and the connection with economic and public finance issues on a state level for those
shouldering the burdens were made clear.

From the above, within the economic background in the Bunka period (1811) reception of the last embassy to
Tsushima, the author locates the failure of the Korean embassies in the mid-Edo period, and concludes that
besides the “four mouths” (four contact portals for foreign countries and areas) in the transformation of
Japanese diplomacy from the early modern to the modern periods, regional Japanese domestic society was also

a factor even though only loosely connected with those other factors.




