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literature. Based on a comprehensive and detailed researches on the representation of Japan at
the time, this research funded by JSPS has shown the significance of those representation in the
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travel narratives played in the development of English prose fiction and, more widely, of modern
English literature.
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In prose fictions, travel writings, and periodicals published in England
from late seventeenth century to early eighteenth century, we can find numerous references to Japan,
in spite of Japanese government®s restriction of commerce and communication with England. In

particular, references to Japan in Daniel Defoe"s "Robinson Crusoe” (Part Il) and Jonathan Swift"s "
Gulliver®s Travels" are important in the context of the development of prose fiction and modern
English literature. Based on a comprehensive and detailed researches on the representation of Japan
at the time, this research funded by JSPS has shown the significance of those representation in the
cultural context of England and also clarified the important role those representation in fictions

and travel narratives played in the development of English prose fiction and, more widely, of modern
English literature.
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