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Our syntactic analysis revealed the linguistic properties of manual and

non-manual expressions used for expressing modality, negation, ellipsis, and topicalization. A
documentation project of Miyakubo Sign Language, a shared sign language in Ehime, has been
conducted. In a joint project with a school for the deaf, we have created a corpus of deaf children
and their parents, and preliminary observations were presented at an international conference. Our
L2 team conducted research on L2 learning of Japanese Sign Language (JSL), and discussed possible
improvements of college-level JSL curriculum. Various results of our research project were
incorporated into an introductory textbook of sign linguistics (in Japanese and JSL) and a weekly
JSL class on the national TV station. Deaf members played major roles in most of those research
activities. Over two years, we organized sign linguistics workshops where deaf and hearing
participants collaborated to describe linguistic patterns of JSL.
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