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This study traced the historical flow from the original European text to the books printed by the
Jesuit mission press in Japan and their written manuscripts by Japanese believers, and analyzed
some changes between texts due to some materials being sifted out or added. It showed that
Renaissance humanism as a rhetorical tradition of the Jesuit missionaries in Japan has been
passed down to later years. | examined the way people chose necessary religious components
and discarded others when Christianity came to Japan in the early modern era; the Christian
church was in a chaotic situation at the time. Specifically, | (1) translated and analyzed materials
that have not been translated or reprinted and (2) traced the overseas movement of the Jesuit
mission printings, which has not been comprehensively studied for more than half a century.
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This study traced the historical flow from the original European text to the
books printed by the Jesuit mission press in Japan and their written manuscripts by Japanese
believers, and analyzed some changes between texts due to some materials being sifted out or added.
It showed that Renaissance humanism as a rhetorical tradition of the Jesuit missionaries in Japan
has been passed down to later years. | examined the way people chose necessary religious components
and discarded others when Christianity came to Japan in the early modern era; the Christian church
was in a chaotic situation at the time. Specifically, I (1) translated and analyzed materials that
have not been translated or reprinted and (2) traced the overseas movement of the Jesuit mission
printings, which has not been comprehensively studied for more than half a century.
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