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The researchers developed a new test of communicative speaking proficiency, called the Objective
Communicative Speaking Test (OCST). The OCST is a timed information-gap task-based test
delivered via tablet computers. The OCST measures the time required for a speaker to relate a
piece of information unknown to the rater, on the assumption that more traditional components of
oral proficiency will contribute to time to completion. The test was administered to a sample of 86
first- (L1s) and second-language (L2s) speakers of English, and their task completion times were
assigned an L1-referenced score. The data were analyzed via many-facet Rasch analysis. As
hypothesized, the objective design of the test reduced rater effects, and raters could be excluded
from the model. An examinee reliability coefficient of 0.88 was observed, surpassing that of most
subjective tests of speaking proficiency.
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The researchers developed a new test of communicative speaking proficiency, called
the Objective Communicative Speaking Test (OCST). The OCST is a timed information-gap task-based test del
ivered via tablet computers. The OCST measures the time required for a speaker to relate a piece of inform
ation unknown to the rater, on the assumption that more traditional components of oral proficiency will co
ntribute to time to completion. The test was administered to a sample of 86 first- (L1s) and second-langua
ge (L2s) speakers of English, and their task completion times were assigned an Ll-referenced score. The da
ta were analyzed via many-facet Rasch analysis. As hypothesized, the objective design of the test reduced
rater effects, and raters could be excluded from the model. An examinee reliability coefficient of 0.88 wa
s observed, surpassing that of most subjective tests of speaking proficiency.
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SPEAKER

RATER

KOA—F«AEMIT, EONSERFCHELTTE N,
Please listen to the following audio and explain it to your
partner.

BEORPEMIT, TONBORBEHDD 215, TOHS
YEFYFLTTEW.
Listen to your partner's explanation and touch the button
for the content being described.

SPEAKER

RATER

ROEREEDLTI, TOERERAUTTS L, BFHEL
CEALB, BECHATHITT SN,
Please describe the word below without using it When
your partner has guessed the word, tell irmher.

motorcycle
F—hIA

EFORAEMAT, HHENTOSEREEL CHARBH
"Done; ORSVES yFUTTAL.
Please touch the “Done" button below when you have
correctly guessed the word that the speaker is
describing.
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Please describe the picture below.
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RATER

HFCRRENTLERES v FLTTE,
Please touch the picture being described by the speaker.
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Category Probability

- K 4 3 2 B 0 1 2 3 4

Measure relative to item difficulty

0 Slower than 99.997% of NSs
1 Slower than 99.9% of NSs
2 Equal to slowest 2% of NSs

H 6

3 Equal to slowest 14% of NSs
4 Equal to slowest 34% of NSs
5 Equal to average NS or faster
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