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The aimof this study istoclarify the role of inflammatory cells in the process of
fibrosis. V& focused on nonocyt es, then we first exanined the phenotype of circul ati ng
nonocyt es i n systenic sclerosis (S), whichis aprototype of fibrotic disease. In S
nonocyt es, expressi on of versi can, one of extracel | ul ar nat ri x conponent s was upr egul at ed.
\er si canwas boundt o MJP- 1, andt he ver si can- MOP- 1 conpl ex i nduced mi gr ati on of nonocyt es
ef fectively. Thus, versicanserves as areservoi r of chenoki ne suchas MP-1and migration
of nonocyte i s induced via concentration gradi ent of MOP>-1. Thus, nigrated nonocyt e nay
beinvol vedinthe process of fibrosis. Véthenexamnedtherol e of nonocytesinfiltrated
intothe tissue, using a nouse nodel whi ch i nduced nassi ve migration of nonocytes into
tissues. W& found that this nouse coul d i nduce deposition of extracellular natices
especi al |y surroundi ng of infiltrating nonocytes. These results suggest that nonocyt es
play and inportant role in the process of fibrosis.
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