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We tried to elucidate the roles of macrophages in intestinal
inflammation by using an IL-10-deficient (IL-10-/-) mouse colitis model, and demonstrated
that abnormally differentiated subsets of intestinal macrophage play a key role in
Thl-dominant chronic colitis through excess production of IL-12 and IL-23 in response to
bacteria. Moreover, we found that lamina propria macrophages (LPMs) could be separated
into two subsets with distinct side-scattered properties. LPM2 subset migrated in response
to MCP-1 and produced a larger amount of IL-10 in response to commensal bacteria.
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