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Photoacoustic imaging was used to evaluate ﬂostoperative patency in
lymphangio-venular anastomosis (LVA), a surgical treatment for lymphatic edema, and to evaluate
changes in the lymphatic vessels and venous system. Focusing on the LVA, four patterns were
observed: those in which both lymphatic vessels and veins could be identified, those in which either

lymphatic vessels or veins appeared to have disappeared, and those in which both appeared to have
disappeared. Of these, those that could be identified by both were thought to be findings indicating
the patency of the anastomotic site. In some cases, it was possible to observe the dynamic
lymphatic flow from the lymphatic vessels to the veins at the anastomotic site.
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