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The pr ocesses and nechani sns of or gan- nunber evol uti on: a conpr ehensi ve
case study for insect genital structures
KAM MLRA YOBH TAKA

50366952

The nunber of organs varies anong ani nal taxa. However, due to
their scarcity, we have a poor understanding of why and how the nunber of organs
evol utionarily changes. I nthe present study, a conprehensive infornation gat heri ng has
conducted about evol utionary changes in the nunbers of insect reproductive/genital
conponents. As aresult, evol uti onary changes i n the nunber of nal e gonopor e have been
estinated to be occurred in at |east seven insect orders. In addition to branching,
degenerati on, and f usi on processes, “ transfer of function” has been detected as a novel
type of nechani sns for the evol uti on of organ nunber.
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