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The Evol ution of Arthurian Legends and National Identity
in Véles and Engl and
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The Dragon epi sodes i nthe Arthuri an Chroni cl es represent et hnol ogi cal hegenony, and
because of hisfather’ s nane, Pendragon, King Athur tends to beregarded as a bear er
of dragon devices. However, early V&l sh sources before Geoffrey of Mnnouth' s
H stori a RegumBri t anni ae, tend not to assi gnthe dragon enbl emt o Arthur, but inst ead
to anot her Vel sh hero.

Various Arthurian ronances wer e produced i n and around t he nort h-west of Engl and at
the turn of the fifteenth century. This paper argues that these ronances require
readi ng within a nanuscri pt context based on reception theory, and poi nts out that
Arthurian | egends were utilized variously inorder toestablish dynastic |egitinacy
but al so functioned as assurances of |ocal and donestic stability.
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