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Although dual energy CT enables material decomposition and component
analysis, in practice there are many cases where it is difficult to separate iodine contrast agent
and calcified plaque. Analysis of of real calcified plaque may lead to better material decomposition

images in dual energy CT. The calcified plaques of the coronary artery excised from cadaver donars
were analyzed by dual energy CT and X-ray diffractometer. The component of calcified plaque had a
significantly lower effective atomic number than hydroxyapatite in the dual energy CT, on the other
hand, the result of the X-ray diffractometer was that hydroxyapatite was the main component of
calcified plaque. In dual energy CT, it was possible that the average effective atomic number might
be rﬁduc?d due to the effects of other calcium phosphate crystals, proteins and fibrosis contained
in the plaque.
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