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We previouslly shpwed mice deficient for TRIM28 molecule on lymphocytes
develop sponteneous autoimmunity. To examine TRIM28 function in autorecative T cells, we bred TRIM28
KO mice to skin-specific TCR transgenic mice. We found negative regulation of lymphocyte activation
by TRIM28 was polyclonal, rather than antigen specific, and involves deregulation of regulatory T
cell (Treg) gene expression and function. Since IL-17 producing helper T cell (Thl7) and Treg
develop in a similar pathway, the data suggested that TRIM28 prevention of autoimmunity is through
altering the balance between autoaggressive Thl7 vs. protective Tregs.
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