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The research intends to analyse the means of payments and the goods traded
in Spanish Mexico, relying mainly on the accounting records kept by merchants.
Because such accounting books have not been conserved systematically and their importance is
neglected by the Spanish colonial historians, the first step of this research consists in collecting
these records dispersed widely in various archives. The second step is aimed at understanding the
characteristics of the collected materials and establishing methods of analysis. This examination
reveals the great divergence of their formats depending on their time periods and regions. For our
convenience, we selected the records with relatively similar formats, so that we could extracted the

homogeneous data. Finally, We analyse those data and find the importance of numerous products
traded in small quantity and variety of payment methods used in such transactions.
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