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In colonial North Sulawesi, coffee was produced under the Cultivation System, while coconuts
were cultivated on the spontaneous will of local people. Previous studies have understood that
they were produced under very different economic systems, reflecting a general trend to
understand the Cultivation System and the following liberal economy as very different and
discontinued phases. This research, however, argues that the production of these two cash crops
were strongly related to each other, from the following reasons. Early demand for coconuts
emerged from the coffee-producing region; Roads and other transportation facilities were
organized under the Cultivation System for the smooth transportation of coffee, but transporters
made use of them for coconuts; people came to possess lands individually and exclusively through
coffee cultivation, and they later made use of their lands for coconut cultivation.
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In colonial North Sulawesi, coffee was produced under the Cultivation

System, while coconuts were cultivated on the spontaneous will of local people. Previous studies
have understood that they were produced under very different economic systems, reflecting a general
trend to understand the Cultivation System and the following liberal economy as very different and
discontinued phases. This research, however, argues that the production of these two cash crops were
strongly related to each other, from the following reasons. Early demand for coconuts emerged from
the coffee-producing region; Roads and other transportation facilities were organized under the
Cultivation System for the smooth transportation of coffee, but transporters made use of them for
coconuts; people came to possess lands individually and exclusively through coffee cultivation, and
they later made use of their lands for coconut cultivation.
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