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I questioned the way in which literature represents the body, the pathology
and sensations, focusing my study on the French naturalistic novel, hardly appreciated and hardly
studied in Japan. | thought about the link between literature and medical or physiological discourse

in terms of both literary history and cultural history. 1 showed that Zola and Goncourt, for
example, inserted medical knowledge in the construction of the story and characters, creating an
original image of the body.
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