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INTRODUCTORY-SOCIAL ORGANISATION

1. Man, in being placed upon the earth by his Divine Creator, has been invested with certain powers and dispositions which
bear a relation to the qualities of the external world, and appear as designed to enable him to live and thrive in this transient scene
of being.

2. His happiness, as far as that scene of existence is concerned, depends on the success with which he can adapt himself to
each accidental circumstance as it arises, and the skill with which he applies himself to the improvement of those circumstances.
He is not offered ready means of indulgence, but called upon to observe that, by a due degree of mental and bodily exertion, he
may supply himself with what will satisfy his wants and gratify his tastes. This is simply equivalent to an intimation from above,
that he is designed to be AN ACTIVE mm:mwmw.
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While God has given man the gift of life, he has also given him the capacity to support that life, provided he duly employs the
means. This capacity for exertion, however, would be useless without liberty to use it.

Accordingly, every human being, of whatever colour or country, has, by a law of nature, the property of his own person. He
belongs to himself. In ordinary language, man is born free. This freedom he is not at liberty to sell or assign. Neither, in justice, can
any one take away his personal freedom, so long as he conducts himself properly and does not injure his neighbours. A man may
enter into a contract to serve another for a reasonable length of time, for hire; but in doing so he still retains the property of his
own person, enjoys the fruits of his own industry, and no one is entitled to intrude on his domestic arrangements. In law, this
degree of freedom is called civil N&mwww\.
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Some have thought that the barbarous state is that in which there is greatest freedom: but the freedom which there exists is only
a freedom to starve; a freedom to tyrannise if we have the power; a freedom to commit crimes unpunished. It is only after
civilization has imposed and can maintain equal laws for all, that true freedom can mxmwm.
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Along with the rights with each individual enjoys in society, are imposed the duties he owes to it. He has, in the first place, the
duty of providing for his own wants, and for the wants of his family, so that he and they may not become a burden upon others.
Since, moreover, he enjoys protection from society under favour of its various laws and regulations, he is bound to respect, in his
own practice, those laws and regulations. If he does not provide for himself and his own, while he is enjoying the rights which
society respects in him, he is, in a manner, am?m:&zmwm
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Now the rights of persons that are commanded to be observed by the municipal law are of two sorts: first, such as are due from

every citizen, which are usually called civil duties; and, secondly, such as belong to him, which is the more popular acceptation of

rights or jura. Both may indeed be comprised in this latter division; for, as all social duties are of relative nature, at the same time
that they are due from one man, or set of man, they must also be due to another.

But I apprehend it will be more clear and easy, to consider many of them as duties required from, rather than as rights belonging
to, particular persons. Thus, for instance, allegiance is usually, and therefore most easily, considered as the duty of the people, and
protection as the duty of the magistrate, and yet they are, reciprocally, the rights as well as duties of each other. Allegiance is the
right of the magistrate, and protection the right of the people.

(%)
Persons also are divided by the law into either natural persons or artificial------ (B i)
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