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Tesla’s “Egg of Columbus”

Yusetsu Takesuita and Yutaka SHIMOMURA

Summary Nikola Tesla constructed a device called “Egg of Columbus”, which uses the

L

principle of the induction motor to spin a copper egg. In the present study, Tesla’s “Egg of
Columbus” is reproduced using a single-phase AC, and it is confirmed that the reproduction
can spin an aluminum spheroid though only slowly.

Key words: Nikola Tesla, egg of Columbus, rotating magnetic field, induction motor, spinning egg

1. FU®IC

WO Z S S 2 L3725 B2 B P Rl &g, W2 ol miEs s Lirh
EO2@PTHRNICBINGY v T2 T 5 2 LRI TEINGY 2o P EERE T
37012, BHERAKYOMRF — L Xk > COEEEEEIES b ©

ZDMETIE, T—FICHE SNy v 7 MICEBEMESI) T o, Zo&EMIcE
ABDOOTTIRDEBRPEE SN TS, ZOEBERICIIZHRATRIEEL, v 7 F
ZUMEEEZ 2 EICEk > TNZMES R 25D TH S, ZOBELZM, 7L I WEEH M4
ZANEHEI S/ 2ATY Y 7 PG ERCTHEBEI Y % £, BRI S L3S
WECHEEI, BN v 75 2 EEIE I N,

FHPA O FETHBEMINEYRICHiEZ 5 2 2M0EEE LT, TATZ7D Tagry 720
P9 EWHEN B EE DD B, 189MEICHIE S Ny A I HEBESICEWT, =35 - T2
5 DEMERESIIC X 23 B A EET 2 -0 wiEEThH 2 (K1Y), Zo®ED L

¥ BESRRR IR AR ARAER 4 4

B E KRR H S R H R (T 223-8521  AEuETi #EAGIX H & 4-1-1) : Department of
Physics, Hiyoshi Campus, Faculty of Law, 4-1-1 Hiyoshi, Kouhoku-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa
223-8521, Japan [Received April 12, 2011]

53



BEHER IR H AL - AR No. 50 (2011)

1. vHhaFEBESERINEZTFATO Tany 7 208,

iy =
2. KRBT REEANC R X 0T 2 U R s R

ORI R L, FHEE — Y OFEIC X D MR E RO, Z OBEEE IR S HH
21D EBREECHRAICINEZNS, BLETZIZREIRNA VY I—FD=aF - T A7)
fic 2 DEEPHHEENTE D, HATH KPR ICHEPOME (M27) BERSh
TWw3,

AW/ —FTlE, 7A7D Tany 72088, LFEUHKREZ b DREOBIEICOWTHRY
T2, H2MiCHEE—FICHV STV 2 REWERORNEFEIEZ, 5 3 i cB/E/E & BifE
fiR%Z, Z L TRZICH 4 8T X D BRI A LE OB 72 RIS DWW THLIR T 5,

2. [ElEEFRES ¥

AfiTlE, 7AZD Tauy 7208, OFFH, ThbbRERSZFML #FEE—5 D
B2 RS 5,

2—1. 75 d—0MHk

BRSO 20T 72 DS 72D § 5 L, BR2E BN L, EREEEDENIC X
2T, ZDOEEITHIHTAAICERNS 2 LN Tw5 (X3),

54



F2A50 Tagy 7200, (F1F - D)

Aol
]

3. FEEE DI

22T, BIZIEXK 4 D K HIT, BRPIBIKARKA D Stz Tl & FEEICH T, ZDKA
A 2 IR D b & BLCIREHRI D IS8 L CAa %, §2 &, EBREFEOERNZ LD, bl X
D LEERSY TIRERZ b o FICHE S BERASY 2 2 72 0 JSKIREEHRI D 12, 45050 TIERER 23K % 7-
ORFFEHEI DIz, ) ER»Nns (K5), L7zdso TR BT ERIZMRO FulJmic
M2 T s, ZOLE, LS THEDWELHLDT, 7L IV IOEFOEIICED
M6DLI)RMEICHF2%Z1F5, ZOFMICH->T, MRKIZEA O E & FE U J5mIC
T528ICks, ZOMBIET 7 =K EFFIENT WS,

77 I—DMBICE T 2 RO OARBERENE, PT84 528 THD, D
ARG L, [EE L 72 b 382 L US R ETRTH b, KM X > TEAED AL
JHE 2 A AR THEDHEE - ThH 5,

AWFZETIE, FEE—F LFEMROEEIC XD, MRS ZEEIETT L=y 28 obg
MR Z RS 5,

2—2. [Ol¥sf#i%

2—1CHM I N BIERGS 2, FE L 2 ERREEIC X > THAESE 27012, i =R
MHV NG, L Lass, SRIEKEICH AT 5 EI 2 V> CRIE % fil 3 il
9 2720, BRI X > THES 2 EK T 2, ZOFEE%ZDITICHAT 5,
K7DXHiz, shiEH A 4 o a4 V2EE, ZNFNE2EINCORITRRERZ 52 5,
B0 &9 a4, BEEPL»S RTHEHMAZ 2T LI ICRET 2, 2L T, BOAIaA L
MEPHEICRLEHIMMT 2, Thbb, EHPSRT, a4 LOIEREREEIC, OIKREHE
12, QIERFEPEIC, DIFKINGHEIC: 2 X 9 ICRIET 2,

ZDRFRICZFDRIND T L2k D, ZNZFND 3 A I)VICHAT B0 5 IE R 28
32, @WHoNmz, kRgEz+, THEz—, REIVWOEHEZ0, ITL>TEBT S
L, a4 rORB@DHAE, +—+—, 0000, —+—+, 0000, ® kI ICHNZILET 3,
L, aA LomEICHbERIER b ORA DR O 2 f5 0 FEIChliEEZ [FEI L Ty
LGEDOWSG L ERM U TH 5, 72720, Whasamh LTy AERD ULTH U, E

55



BEHESR AR H AL - AR No. 50 (2011)

4. SR AR A 5. JE4 () &R

M6. ozt 7. Kl

C2DT, W b L7 BEGEE, ZoORBTIET 7 3 —DMRO & 5 IEAK I RETE 22,

22T, {EEpagn? 2HviUE, a4 VBT 25 OMHIT I 2 O TR O Bl
HEPRE 2, 20, WEBEBERD 34 VOIREED 7 4 Ik > T, Eik23dh 2771
IR [AlER U 2R, 2 O T~ ORGSO REANER S 1, BiR D Z O 7~ [l #HE) A3
MESN D 2 EDBASNT VLS, KT, %2 EHRICEET 2720, BEOBISREF]
AT %,

3. BMERCBERR

B 8 IZ AR CTHME L 2 BBEOEETH B, 24 0L, HEASmDAFETHORRIC, i
DIzHRMEDI A —T 4 ¥ 7 IR 25000015 Z A1, 4EERT 2, Cnona iz,
AMEHAREGDETER LB ERDIZEL, a4 ML, 4RO a4 L hbing FICEmO
HBIEAHEORFBAICE RS X9, 2l KoMEHSELZBEL CREL, BhaH 2
ANDBELMEPWICE D X IHEINCO% L, TD 420D a4 L0375 TERAEIC ST 4

56



F2A50 Tagy 7200, (FrF - A

M8. &, 2L, i

9. Ll EEICE D N ERRIGEAA ST O 7 v S BESE T (4

(VLTSTAT SLT-110, SHIMADZU, HEH 0~f120V) %EFNICFHATSZ, 2L T, 77
AT v 7 HMOFE W 2 FERIREWIA R 2K 8 DRED LICHYE, Z D MBIZ 7 )L 2 Bo[alixfg
MkZzE (K9),

CO¥EICE T 2 EAMKIC, KMAERE W THIVORMEEEZMA % &, [HHEE
PS> < b (FE0.06[0]EE) Tl d 2 HElEET 5,

4. WRICEITT

TAZD Tany 72088 Tl&, SEINEYHEDMERD IR S 4, PRI DTS
L L35, L LAadss, 5 3EICERL 2 X )i, RFETHEMEL Z2%ETE, 7L Iio
A MA@ > { DAHEE T2 DARAT, b Eshpolk, AEEIZ, 7A7D Tany
T2ADY) DL mINEREEE 2 e 201, FOX I IR TIUIRVDE S I b,

57



BEHESR AR H AL - AR No. 50 (2011)

K1, BLag VY RETIUEOREES [mG]

a4 L5 DRHEE 0 cm 30cm 60cm 90cm
@) 10084 (GHUAHE) 18 2.8 1
(@) 10054 F (GHUAHE) 12 1.6 0.4
® 10084 (GHUAEE) 5.5 0.7 0.2
20
W
%15 A\
2 N\
% 10 N —+=0
= -2
[mG]
5 4 -0
0 T

30 60 90
A VSO REE [em]

K10, $kDaA ML D RETIWLEORE IO (X1 DV T 78R)

B2 V2 O ARZEE IS X > THEES I L 2 WA, 24 vick > THE
TOREGPT[ I L EEZONG, WHEWM T2, XDEVCEEZ»TIUT X WD,
Z DA RIS T 2B L, HEO gl RSHER TS kv, 22T, aA L
ICHAT 28I OWVWTEZTHAS,

AANDOHICHRLZIAT 2 L, A VICERZIL 2RISR T 2G5 5 2 &0
HonTws, TOkd, A7 CEEL Z2E I, MeMEiEsks (B lem, EX
8cm) ZHEAA NI T ARTOMAL TS, JHITERZT, REED I A MK HROEKDL
ERAT 2L, REMGZEDEEREL 25 THSI D, INEFHRL-DIZ, aA Lo
DOROHEEEEL (EE 3 cem, £ 10cm) @ffiVHESL (E&1em, KX 8cm) @
%, DELEIC, a4 Ao 00, 30, 60, 90cm D HhEIC B B % TRIFIELD
METER Model 100XE THIE L7z, ZOWMEMEE L LITRT, 2720, £ 1 PHoHlEEmE
DHNZ MG TH B, K91, ZORRE VI 7ERL TS,

R1EMIOKD, SLERE IMFICT 5 EREMBORE I IFMNZL2ERES B I LD
Db, ZOEA, FEUER L2652 20T, BEEHEMAICE  71EH (3/2)%=9/4f% & 7
%, L723> T, [MHSHEMHAD R NERE b 9/4M5 L % 513 ThHh b, ZOEELD, K
FEICE O CHEEEMNAEO RENEE %2 B3 2o, a4 vicReHERSEL (E
3cm, F£X10cm) ZFAT 2 HEPENTH S E-BbNS,

58



FA50 Tagy 7200, (7TF - A

SE X

(1) H. K. Moffatt and Y. Shimomura: “Spinning eggs—a paradox resolved”, Nature 416
(2002) 385-386.

(2) H. K. Moffatt, Y. Shimomura and M. Branicki: “Dynamics of an axisymmetric body
spinning on a horizontal surface. I. Stability and the gyroscopic approximation”,
Proc. R. Soc. A460 (2004) 3643-3672.

(3) Y. Shimomura, M. Branicki and H. K. Moffatt: “Dynamics of an axisymmetric body
spinning on a horizontal surface. II. Self-induced jumping”, Proc. R. Soc. A461
(2005) 1753-1774.

(4) T. Mitsui et al.: “Can a spinning egg really jump?”, Proc. R. Soc. A462 (2006)
2897-2905.

(5) TR :Tr 70y POI—RI2I3%EE B P r v 7T 500, BIGHEAK
FikZ:, 2007,

(6) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tesla’ s_Egg_of Columbus, 20114£4 H10H .

(7) http://www.sci-museum.jp/server_sci/map/exhibit/4_16.html#8, 201144 H10H.

(8) FRHEEE  TIMAM X b2 2RIT—IEMOIERE X Hh =X LT — 5 OIHMEH
JEE TAETA R, HHT AT L, 2004,

(9) http://www.geocities.jp/takes5ybb/Physics/induction_motor.html, 20114 4 H10H.

59



