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Abstract Herman Melville's multiculturalism has become a critical focus since

the 1960s. Ahead of critics, African American novelists such as
Wright and Ellison had perceived Melville's social consciousness in
the 1940s. This essay explores the origin of Melville's impact on the
African American mind in his autobiographical novel, Redburn (1849).
In contrast to romantic portrayals of Liverpool in traditional
travelogues, Melville renders the city with dismal realism. Redburn's
voyage is overshadowed by the presence of a sailor who had served
for Portuguese slavers. Entering port, Redburn notices a slave ship
loaded with gold ore from the Coast of Guinea. Cotton ships from the
American South also frequent the dock. He sees people starving to
death in an alley lined with cotton warehouses, which exemplify the
storage of profit generated by American slavery and British
mercantilism. Facing the statuary of Lord Nelson in front of the
Merchants' Exchange, Redburn is drawn to four naked figures in
chain around the pedestal, which are emblematic of Nelson's victory
in the Battle of Trafalgar. The manacled captives remind Redburn of
African slaves in the market-place of Virginia and Carolina. Melville's
perspective on the city
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thus undermines the monumental history of imperialism on both
shores of the Atlantic. The ship bound homeward to New York carries
innumerable impoverished Irish immigrants. Melville's allusion to 18th;
century slave narratives evokes the Middle Passage, which was
beyond comparison with the immigrants' voyage to the American
Dream. Redburn remarks in the home port : 'Down goes our old
anchor, fathoms down into the free and independent Yankee mud."'
This statement is not self-content nationalism, but a declaration of the




need for ceaseless transformation of the self into the ideal. With the
hero's rigorous will to behold 'the real sight of this world,' Melville’s
travelogue confronts the modern era from its multiracial standpoint.
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I trembled for the poor fellow, just as if I had seen him under the
hands of a crazy barber, making signs to cut his throat, and he all the
while sitting stock still, with the lather on, to be shaved. For I watched
Jackson’s eye and saw it snapping, and a sort of going in and out, very
quick, as if it were something like a forked tongue; and somehow, I

felt as if he were longing to kill the man .... (60)
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All that Sunday morning, he [the black cook] sat over his boiling pots,
reading out of a book which was very much soiled and covered with
grease spots: for he kept it stuck into a little leather strap, nailed to the
keg where he kept the fat skimmed off the water in which the salt beef
was cooked. I could hardly believe my eyes when I found this book

was the Bible. (81)
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I was startled by the doleful, dismal sound of a great bell, whose slow
intermitting tolling seemed in unison with the solemn roll of the bil-
lows. I thought I had never heard so boding a sound. [...] It was not
in the direction of the shore; but seemed to come out of the vaults of

the sea, and out of the mist and fog. (127)
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Those woe-begone figures of captives are emblematic of Nelson’s
principal victories; but I never could look at their swarthy limbs and
manacles, without being involuntarily reminded of four African slaves
in the market-place.

And my thoughts would revert to Virginia and Carolina; and also
to the historical fact, that the African slave-trade once constituted
the principal commerce of Liverpool; and that the prosperity of the
town was once supposed to have been indissolubly linked to its

prosecution. (155)
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CHEIRLT—T7, 500 AOBRIDIES A D % WEEIS TMIEO MO =
LRSI, RO D £ CibAERT VD] 4D, H LW
BROBES 2 SSMe 2 B Ly FA— i3, BEARO LD 25T,

The sight that greeted us, upon entering, was wretched indeed. It
was like entering a crowded jail. From the rows of rude bunks, hun-
dreds of meager, begrimed faces were turned upon us; while seated
upon the chests, were scores of unshaven men, smoking tea-leaves,
and creating a suffocating vapor. But this vapor was better than the
native air of the place, which from almost unbelievable causes, was

foetid in the extreme. (284)

Ly FN= U RFELZITTuobid, Bl 5 o2 - 72,
KEEWMON P SHEDORLONTRTALZENILL 2K AIE, A I
R LWELADS L EAD TN A,

AT 4 VO BB OB AZZFHE BERIIE, 7 AV A BERLIC
WIS N GEERGE [7 7V AN, 5995 - 474 7— ) OEFEOH
R WEE] (The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus
Vassa, the African, 1789 4F) D—ii% @ &5, 4 7 47— /1%, 8 KDI
W7 7 AOMFEHA D ICHENRE SR, =T B TIEIRCREE S, it
WONFZ Vil FiE, HOOMEmE BV,

When I looked round the ship too and saw a large furnace or copper
boiling, and a multitude of black people of every description chained
together, every one of their countenances expressing dejection and

sorrow, | no longer doubted of my fate; and, quite overpowered with
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horror and anguish, I fell motionless on the deck and fainted. [...]
I was soon put down under the decks, and there I received such a
salutation in my nostrils as I had never experienced in my life.

(Equiano 71-73)

AR E R A 2D, 15 LB AASHT B HLAT 7 S C R s
NTw2, FRTORELMZERICEMHR 2ED VD, L) FiEHT %,

A7 47— 7 OB A 40 SE /I 17 Rz B b, filiEidx %
L7220V 4 U, KUEEEED 7 7 V) H NG OREBFE B L2
EZ\v, XY 4 VIE—SEIRE OB REN Z BEIC L 25, B LT
Wb 7 70 H NGO Z W Uikl 50 EROIAE LI, T ¥
F—5TlE, BHBADOKEZ/NF 2 M) TRBEICRTETS,
6 HEIWCIEX [E5125 AOBRFT ALK 2ROWIHELL, £ AN
4 IVIFRLL, EBIFONBRIFEICEOERLE 525 (289), RV YEDOE
BB AMG 2 AL CHET, ALy VIZEE SIS RO SR
HIREE OB 2T T %,

LR 2B R R 2 KD THEM S 2 ol L TR, TEAZLL7:
BRIEBRAEICHE) ST THIT L OMICRT 2] ESWVET (284), L
TOHER SO HE Td - 72FHEIL, ﬂﬁ%%ﬁk%%f%é T
OF As AT, EPAEATS LSS LIFRICED RIS
N, WML HEFT 72N B (Bquiano 73-74)0 WGkIZ T 5 > F— ¥ 3 VKFED
[ ] W2, WMARPKG DA TITIIREAI TSNz, AT 1 Vi
TA)H Y « FY—ANOMBEICHEZ 2BRAME 25, HEKEHT 2
Wk D W B A AT 5.

W IR Y MA LR E DOV Yy 7V ViE, T AV W& DA
7 v ¥ —5 ETEBRIIGER OB 2 ik 5, MEIBREEEZILT 7
VA ON—=N) HERICHEATL, e LTI EHE D > Tnd L,
PIIBREMICHEAT LD 2600, VX7V Y ORFLRMEDFEERE
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LALREREOERT, MIT—HEALE 22, L [HER] 2 HIETE
R72s, 3770 27 EOWFEMIEE SN Twizew) 74 A PETIE,
BLVWBROWHEZ REEICB/MELTLE ). WEAZIGERTT 7Y
HANEITTHE VWL T, Vx 27V VN ORM %2 BRI
Kb, T [Ly BAN=U] &, 779 7 NOWGEKERE % 5t O
FRICHRS L2250, KEFEEZART %,

V7 T —=ipbZa—a— 7 \IIFETLH Ly FN—21F, %L
B2 )T [DWICIS O R &, HRTHY LY v %
—OPRELICFH TR L, ZORO—|YITI1E, 44 TV ZAOKMAEIZ
EOfifED DB 5] 301 A FY AH 5 DAL A9 7 A ) A L
FEHAOSKE XN T L L) RIEETH L. TAV A TEREVWH) LD
FHRZDZ] L Ly FAN= VI3RS, [ BIETRTORL O E
WARETHY, TRTOEOREEEZ SN EDHIETH L, 2O
R R Tl TRCOMRE ARA—D0A L4k B Lo
DHY, THLAOHINSNIZTFFHRA, =7 ON EHFRITED KDL B
BT nZ] (169, TO—{iz# T [Ly FX=V] ZANVT 404
WMoFryaFr) XL, HEVEIAER)F Y - T A AL 0HA L
AuTHIFDL DD, KHEANYT 4 VOFENIERY, REOEWR [MEME
JBfi] (The Confidence-Man: His Masquerade, 1858 4F) DIEEEIZE D B LD
R CdH % (Hickman 276-79)c & SW L REN S5 T A1) 1 N &R
RAETHEVI LY FN=VOFEZHFIE, [HHR] 729 505
WHENICHZ Do L L, EARDRIIEHIET LT XY AL, [wTh
ZIWMABRE | RIELEBOLRMBIZIIN % S0,

T A HIARESTER AN T 4 VOBEEEN L BB EAADSER,
HORRMRZEERLIGBRETH L, AT 10, BE LK 5454
OIRUR %, HlEE OLIZECHI o [N X5 2w e h L Bz,
RIEHZ VD, FICHCZZELTRET, ZHEOL2PICHEIELT

W { J(They are here and then they are there; ever shifting themselves, they shift among
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the shifting.) (309) ifi 2 B2 L THIE ISR D WL AAAED D ) FiE, L
FN—2 D% 2 2 O ZRICELR 5,
FBET ALYy FN—V3REEHRL 8T A0, &5 3 ML &2 %
WY BT 7250, WICHREEROON D, KV EE LR, E
HHEDICT S ERHEBEORAX T EAVICHL, TBOXAIZIKRE
o7 ] EEREZADTHD (306), 6 FHICHMEIND [X=—} - &
L—21 ®7 70 A ANBFEHANE=25, Ly ENX=VIZBIKT 20 E S 2
L9 POEHEMERD Ly FN— 2 OWRLEDS, BERAESIT - 2 s
502 t%, NPT [REOKE] & LTOEARMRIILET %,
AN 4 VHLE LRV ST 70 HRALICB LA Z ik, H—
TN = H =R T4 )T A FNITIDANT 4 IRIIZE AN
WS, 21 HAICA Y, BERFEEOL LTI & o TGS TH 7z,
ANVT A NVDEFTNIN—=)V - A M) = 6 FHORIEZ, xR~ >
Ny F Y OFEIAE L, IR M2 HAS, R D THEATA
AP XETW AVT A VOFEDOI— T ¥ F55FHMiz=2—3—
THFENPSIFEIEL, NHEREIE2TTADOIRS BAEZ — A 128§
BT ITVART AN HANDEITH H -7,
EDDLIFITHETH S HIc Iz 2 — 3 — 7 MIGEF RO/ L —
FCi, HF&EroN Ny 7)) — - N=2 18570 —-Fv A %, 4TA
IOIEFBBADEBREMD 7z 8IKICHR D AT 4 VBB,
M E o722 N5, L —=FIZIE, 77V 6HINER-T
H IR 2 0 5 72 iUk O B — AL < B Y, RIZA VT 1 VO EA
WE2277)hREEBRDBMECEITN TN, FyF) v -3 —
FybE, BYTZTASYFRa—Vx—Y—5RBAENEOET S
XALOHFLHTH Y, ¥ ADFENE LTV AERD 2V 1 Vs,
7 7)) B FROEEERRIE T SN0 BSIHE < v (Stuckey 21-29)
FIURy VRETHDIERI VT - Y 2, THE] 2Y v X3l
DRI B LT B (Trading Twelves 170), X IV 4 VD% AL 2 AT
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WE, TUAGEBILZESZ L9,
JRET B EANRICANYT 4 VOFES LS THALENZ, Ao iz
Es3 Nz ANBAFEE —~RIZR 5,

We may have civilized bodies and yet barbarous souls. We are blind
to the real sights of this world; deaf to its voice; and dead to its death.
And not till we know, that one grief outweighs ten thousand joys, will

we become what Christianity is striving to make us. (293)

IR E L CHELZIREBICH 28R AL, HRORBOLDTLZ T
ZOFICIZMCEZ L 72T, ZORICIIALEE L2 bEDbE TV
Vo 2ol DD LAN—FHOERLYVENWI 205 FT, HOD
BEYAMOHL LI BAMCLZ L2 EE VWD, LUy FN—=id
RO IZFED, [ A RWIFAAER FL X ] (“Behold the Seen Unseen / Behold
the Invisible”) & W9 S )7« T A YOS % M L 72w (nvisible
Man 496)  FIRLIGEZ %72 L v Fox— v o Ot ENg, [ ~oEg

NeHRKT BT 7)ART A A MEROM L BIET 5,

ANV 4 VORI L 72 1839420 [Ly Fox—r] HRICES 10
ERNZ, TAY A THAZ RG] 28R L TR~ O 9L 2 i
2o THFHAPE, LT UPE, A F T oS, RCDGREZHEAET
BIIREROIERIIH 5T, XIVT 4 VLFOWINL, WNEFHEZITO
TAVALZABWEREZRLRT. [Ly PAN=V] ZRENOFRGHET
HHULZ, SR T RALNHTH S, LHRSIEHFGEELWET
5HIE, ANVTAUPAFEEZBZ TRIZTHOFIRTH %,

Notes

1) ANy 4 uds, FEEOFEE#EE William Roscoe (1753-1831) #/RIB4 5
DEIWHTH S, B A 2—1F 1807 4 2 A 23 HICHEEFHRETKRD X 512
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N, PER B BRI E A% UZz. “I have long resided in the town
of Liverpool; for 30 years I have never ceased to condemn this inhuman
traffic; and I consider it the greatest happiness of my existence to lift up my
voice on this occasion against it, with the friends of justice and humanity.”
The parliamentary debates from the year 1803 to the present time. London:
Great Britain Parliament. Published under the superintendence of T. C.
Hansard, 1812—1820. Vol. 8 (1806—-1807), col. 962.

2) Za—3—7MEKF 1799 FET 4 HIBRE 19 DU IR w2 g M
BMIEREITI827T4ET H 4 H, BEHE 2 2450281k L 720 David N.
Gellman, Emancipating New York: The Politics of Slavery and Freedom
1777-1827. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006. 153-219.
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Synopsis

Melville’s Travel Account

Across the Ocean of Diaspora

Mikako Takeuchi

Herman Melville’s multiculturalism has become a critical focus since
the 1960s. Ahead of critics, African American novelists such as Wright and
Ellison had perceived Melville’s social consciousness in the 1940s. This
essay explores the origin of Melville’s impact on the African American
mind in his autobiographical novel, Redburn (1849).

In contrast to romantic portrayals of Liverpool in traditional
travelogues, Melville renders the city with dismal realism. Redburn’s
voyage is overshadowed by the presence of a sailor who had served for
Portuguese slavers. Entering port, Redburn notices a slave ship loaded
with gold ore from the Coast of Guinea. Cotton ships from the American
South also frequent the dock. He sees people starving to death in an alley
lined with cotton warehouses, which exemplify the storage of profit
generated by American slavery and British mercantilism.

Facing the statuary of Lord Nelson in front of the Merchants’
Exchange, Redburn is drawn to four naked figures in chain around the
pedestal, which are emblematic of Nelson’s victory in the Battle of
Trafalgar. The manacled captives remind Redburn of African slaves in the

market-place of Virginia and Carolina. Melville’s perspective on the city
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thus undermines the monumental history of imperialism on both shores of
the Atlantic.

The ship bound homeward to New York carries innumerable
impoverished Irish immigrants. Melville’s allusion to 18th-century slave
narratives evokes the Middle Passage, which was beyond comparison with
the immigrants’ voyage to the American Dream. Redburn remarks in the
home port: “Down goes our old anchor, fathoms down into the free and
independent Yankee mud.” This statement is not self-content nationalism,
but a declaration of the need for ceaseless transformation of the self into
the ideal. With the hero’s rigorous will to behold “the real sight of this
world,” Melville’s travelogue confronts the modern era from its

multiracial standpoint.



