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Sir Thomas Malory's Le Morte Darthur was printed in 1485 by William Caxton the first printer in
England. Between then and 1634 five subsequent editions were reprinted, but there followed a
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been overtaken by a rival edition, it is vital to determine the format of each edition, from which it is
possible to calculate the time of imposition and printing.
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as 12° or 24° (twenty-fourmo). The present paper, which includes photographic images, provides a
record of an anatomical examination of a copy of the Walker edition, and concludes that the
Walker edition is of the format described by Philip Gaskell, i.e. "Two half-sheets of twenty-fours,
imposed the sixteen way and worked together (24° in 12s the 16 way, 2 sigs.)," and that
theoretically, the choice of this format enabled the Walker edition to be published earlier than the
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Does Format Matter?

—— YA -0 — [7T—H—TFD3t]
1816 4F- K Walker edition @ J ! 2 #5535

A w AH A

I Lo

(1) 1816 4EM o i BL

T = — FARFUIZEMN - DAL ST, K AHIZEEA LT 5, »
FhB, ANxOARETSGRAPT 5T =V —Tfnil. TOMRIFICHEML 72
BRBELFTIEY— - PR -0 —12k5 [7T—H—TFEDWE] (Sir
Thomas Malory, Le Morte Darthur) T %o 1485 4\ E W OEIRIZEE 7 4
U7 A - Fy 7 A MY (William Caxton) 12X o> CTHREhz~a) —DF
7 A MiE, DB, 6ELAESNDDS, 1634 FE2RFZICIT) —DT 7 A
FoWMBUZEMZ, 18 v e ) —AEOMKELE RS, TLTBLZ
QAL OB 2R TEY L2075, 18164, Lid 2445, (ZIZHEZ
CL LT, AR IZIER CHBERICPEZNEAR v MlE L THATES
720 4 V7 A (Wilks) Wi& 7+ — 41— (Walker) L TH %,

1816 4E™ 2 AIZTIATE Nz DM + —H —WT, ENTS BIZTATE
NIONWT 4 VT AR THD. ThH 1816 FED [7—H—L D] ik
FHORKALL LB IR VHE 2 ERAL, 19 oFEL LT —H—+F
WEEOBIHICHT 52 L &%,
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ZOF7 2 A bOWED BB T3] PHEFE L7z, WeFL T
BMER>T LEST A NVT AROTEELEY a7 - AN ATy K
(Joseph Haslewood) 1ZH S5 DF LTI A NIVERIBEHADEY 25 L T,
Thbb, A ANy ¥ [7T—H—L0%] ORTr v MExFIITT 5
RS LZRTHIRIEESR L, 208y 4 — 7 — ORI 2 g L,
ANAZNT Y FOSERhLG N et MATHERLICLZE, BEE
ORLBEHTIRLTVLEDTH S,

ok —H —MUE RIS Y 3 ~ - 7+ — & — (John Walker) @ 44T
ZEHHIZ, 2 1THOBBPEZTPAR ZERQ TV, EHa v 7~ )8
HWORE 2R > Tk 572, 74— —omMRESkTT Y 7~ 1t
DT =W A TSN TBY, ur 7~ rOREIZIE 181642 F 22

HIZ#EH & M HE OB e S Tw by 2 Oftskns S Hl
T2, TANTARDORELIA SN HA 181645 H14HEDH 3
PHAEHICER Z #2722 L1272 50 RIZANA X7 v FORLR2ME
T A2DTHNIE, ~NA ANV y FORWZH - 721812, 74 7NVIRO
WEE LY + = —ROERIZETFL, 74 V7 AMTBD WD AR
59, BWBLAZZLIZRD, 2O X9 HHRIO > 1) FEHEAT IS
EHARER D725 ) Ho il 22 RS ZPIR #2207, 9 2 0%ER
CERDBIOELE LD, HEYOHMERET LI EEAROHNE T 5,

2 HEEIZZRIh

HR (Format) &1, HEWOREZ ML T390 &R HEAREMTH 5,
FIRIZ: & WA F COFMIL, HICFE Lo, 3§72 MBI A THIR]
SIS T OB L, 4 v 7 EMAmREI % O &K
(sheet) ##7V) 7272 A TT (gathering) Z{ED, TE& T2 FLDTHRTRL
5L LAWY %, Pl EE, HFEFEHEY 3~ - #—% — (John Carter)
D LI %MD UZ, “the structure of a volume in terms of the number of

times the original printed SHEET has been folded to form its constituent
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leaves” TH %Y, HMApREFETE L, TOWEIHL, AR4AKD
FIICHR SNeR=DE 2 ML ENTED, 1 V=1 HhOR=
Booshliug, MBICE T 2R IE Y MTIENTE 0T, BRIV
% ECOFERBEEET S I EPNRETH L, LA, Y17 A/
& — A — ORI ER O =R E2HE T2 e b0 TH S, H
MZMFHRTHZ ETEWORY T H 2R T 2720DERERE VR S,

(3) 1816 47 + —h — DA Z D " BLUIR

KO T + = A —DHRIET 4 V7 2D, HICTHETHIEA D /MR
7o MRT, FOFITMELREESTHD. 7+ — =D 2BKT, ¥
AWV AMAS 3 BRL O TERICHERDS D 55, FEAE D TR -
TWbh, D20, AL, HEIZIZZ EISHLESDbNSE Z LN
ozl MBI 12 AT L 24 FTARFOMERAVAET S0 19
o< ) —OMELEDOHTH BEROUEEASA LN S, 1858 4EI23 %
Ko<wo) —Z#HERBR L7 b~ X+ 54 & (Thomas Wright) 1% [2 &4
E3BARDZODT 7 A MIFLKRE S THRIZ 24 94| (“Both were
printed in the same size, 24mo, the one in three volumes, the other in two.”) & ik L
TWwbe £ 1868 FEMRD 7 1 — Tk EY — - = F7—F - A b L
A F — (BEdward Strachey) & P~ A+ A4 FOFZEEEL, W27 A b2
(1816 4D 24 HA] LBRFL TW5Y, 188991 EICF ¥ 7 A b V%
AR L7Zexa) =077 A M BREL, 19 il Tl < FHili Sz
v —hiRES H A A H— « V< — (H. Oskar Sommer) (&7 + — & —hi
b4V 7 AMD 2R LA B LTS,

—Ji, xu ) =077 A MEEFOLBRFITHLN) — - T4 X
(Barry Gaines) |& T. F. 754 77" 4 ~ (Thomas Frognall Dibdin) (2 X % [#xiT
FMAEA D THRENZ 220 124K ] L) 1824 FEDFEEZ5IH LT
VWzY% ZOFEBEL T, BULTE2ME b RIAHAPERO X9 7
g, RENEHO N &0 7 EFEEHHRTAMABUL E 12 12 AL RS
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NTWwb, 1372LTC, Z20F7 7 AMEIMLAMEDIESL S H HLUTH
5% 01, 12K E 24RO CT NG DD, 2 F72WT 7 A FOH R
FE% D Dh

HBLZ20 TIRHALIER T &3, e TE RN, v r—h—
WA 70 & GBS LR L 72 0%, &) BERNICEIRIOE 2 582 5 2 &
BTERV, 2F 0, HMZRET 5720 EHEMOMKEBZ bR
MER S %\, e ) RIBZRIE L 2572086 CEBRLA2S, Wl
T2ERBNTIE R 1 HBOAFREYHIN T2+ — I =P H o 72720,
WEAD D 2RI 5 2 L1 L7ze REBRIZK. T, 74 —H =D
HIRGLEkD EH AL Z 1T > 720 BEL T4 V7 RFIBRF IR TwAH T v
7= o 1816 EOIRBERLGIKIVE, T+ —h - 24 TR TH 5
DR END, oY EMTLIRL, HEPL T 0L, RE
BIlholze WTIRZORGEHETHE,

Ik - B 9eR

(1) #efi
M ZLFET 572012, FEFOMHESFET 1) v 7 - Fx 2 )L (Philip
Gaskell) @ [EFEFHFHL] (A New Introduction to Bibliography) % 512 24
FAOHMK 63 L AT 52 L1 L72Y, WBEBEOEE LT TIERD
BHEBHIZ, 5, LOMMEkat—LTEw,
Tz, [EBHEOWLA] 22812, UTOBREZHERLE,
1) ORGSR —HFITHERSME LI ) ICRETLZHW, BXO
FRARESE R OB 7 EDREE LR TV X ) ITHLEICRGE
2) KRTHFA 7 GErCEECE L2 RE DS 74 b D)
3) WBY by b CGEifEE 450 (h — 7 L ARSI SR )
4) BAHONT (Bvbo) —FEBEMHL720EANT 3R H
RTWIr—F5Fal—v g VHOANT
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5) Bl & K RO 2 13 AT B AE

6) HFEZ—VFREIAZAGNEMNE SER VD (5075 T
DF\)

7)) BUARBEAEEERAT) OICEWE B SE L7720

8) XA (KIHFA7Th) —RUAEYDD, BLUPIAZFHH
T AH7ZOIHRIY — M2 EMT 5720

9) JRE#—ITD AR Y — PR EBIBRUTCT 2EKL, ToO
R=VFGOMAELEEHHT 5720

10) WL —HEADOFERKE R=TV D4 A %508k T 5720

1) FIVFNH AT =GR EIRFER OB % LSS 5720

@) fRARTIE

[EEBEOM LA EZUTO X ) RO FE R ShTws 'Y,
. V77427 - FA7TEEZY S

2. BIXTARADYZH-TT v S TLHATINHBE, Rbbh

(T %

3. WAHONLTRBZHX%ET

4. kI FTH T o4 HH RIFTid 3 ATU S

5. LELEFERBBHTAL L TR E 2D

EREZZZIZLODY, SN ARG E T OMROMETH S
DT, 2TOHGEEL, TEMBELZ 3, 74— —OIRE 2 R
LT L) = PIHTHERL 72,

HRIE D 72 80 DR T-IE
1. AROIKEE = 2
TTICHFRM - L B ITRARBIIRA TV 20T, TTHRME
o A4,



2. THEMXIZIFTHEEL WD, Wk [#J] ],
B 1 ;

3. WERETOMMIHEN SWEREZ 8T 5720, KMEIZHEZD
JRWE ) ICHEEIZT A 7 TERROAEZY Y #ET,
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4, JEHEAMKO IR ONT (FEBEHEH L0 T 55 v
RFVIr—FFaL—Ya Y Io~T) BELAR, HEEIZIZAL TV,
E1f& 3

50 WR4DLIITHERMIELELLERZ A 7TITINA) &
L7228, AEOTEMRD %% ) BIPELZOT, ik
Eif% 4

6. VA —H—IEARDEE FIZ L CRARICEE LEESE D, K
Z a7 IR 2 W RIS RN OERK AR S, B L72EK
WELPL o THhLBREDIEEICKE DL Z LI12T 5, MITKIZEY 722



DT, EHEWVAEEL Vo ARITKIHAA Y A E 2 WA IZFUIRH 2K
DEREEEDL. MGIIRARRICEE L 72T + = —iE, HHl»S,

WY I L 72AFM, BOIEMK, BEK r—F7aL—vayon
7, KITHFA 7,

Ef% 5

7. KRREGHREMBFO DL hofziREEZ HEtbw, Erty M2
WCTEZERZ D BT <o MY BRrwERKE Y 7L e LT
TAfe ROITEML7ZEMO T RS, T+ —h—ROT 8% Lk
Db

Ef%6 [
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8. AOLILMEK, BOHREVFLRLTLLTHEL, Evty hTTH#
CEME S Oz DB L, TETHLo2) EFE LR THODT
SN DS B LD Do
EiR7 [

53

0. WIMEE T RN LTV RIERE T XTI v 22 dkiE, T55 4
Fctz Lot h EELADE SN T AT AHRTHATE 5, &
Iz, Wk THOBLAIHRIES ATV,

BfR 8 |
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10. FYOFHIAHUMZ T IR VB BERDT, 1 T ORI GH LR
FTWITTES C DT (Walker, vol. 1, pp. 25-47) 2 I I3 /E% IR
5o TETOMIZE Yy FEANED T,

1 AT CZRWYIZ ) & L7z, UADE L, X—= VLA
WD o 720 AEDMEBART HBND D o 727230, BARBRIZEE L
THERET 5 2 LI,

%10
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12, RAER=VIZHENDE LR L )12, BARRRIZRE LIEE L2 BT,
BMLUAZEHEZUY)NL, HT (R=YTFToRH) ZHTLTD
“VOL.I. C" 2SHIRI SN TW2 D2 %,

%11

13, T C2ZWPY MFHEIS, RMWOFT 2 ST #liE 55, €
Ly PTHALTORMEAZHED, 74 72 ANSETKEZT S 20 X
B 2R

9
[E]
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14, ¥X bty FTHREGIE RIS, ICUWYHBASRWE D ITHERL
20, MUAREYY, TS ALBENYAIIEELED L, F
MOR—=IDp. 24, WD R—Tidp. 25 T it (Signature) &
“Vol.L1.C" 2825 R=VDHTIZHZ 5,

B 13 |

=

Hi

15. #MURDO—E2Y Y, TEZWYHS . BEOEFIIH Lk RO
75“}%/)"(\/‘%0
Ef%14 ,

Vi
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16. WO M L7ZHT COENPEAEINET>TBY, "=V 2L
MUCRREIELRND D D720, MEREZRICIBMZHGI L
L7z o2 EFIcoE, BARICEEL, KHEB<,

Ef% 15

17. #EWT, ZOH TR SN =V FGOMAEDERF v 27
VD 24 IADOPII 63 12— 5 2D, HERIEEICK L,

2 W&
WfR 161X L7229 Co 24 A TH N, $1T C O IIIfiE
TH6EHL THHIZp. 36 L p.37L%53FTHb, TR, p. 36
Ep. 3T T OHRILAE LR ER=V Lo T0h, FIIKE UK

&, SHIOBUERBHZ 5o,
1% 16
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FE 17 12H 5 LD, Fx A7 Vo 24 TiARH R 63 126t > TT 2
BL, "=V oMArGbE, BOMELERLT L. £3, FIREKPESIC
Py, n—=7 v —=1MIT 5, BiffiZ, SHIC4ELSEITYEELT
WHEZAH, TOR, Fllo 43E1F, ASh (p.10) & A6a (p.11), ATb (p.
14) & A8a (p. 15) %%, N—T L (X) THEH L TCWAHMIZEH, This
HIRX 63 DI TH Do CHEIR 63 BIR)

EfR17

Eif% 18
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W% 18 Tid, HHM 63 O THER & S LADLERIS, Walker M
DIT CER=VOMAEDLEEMEREL T, WA 63 ThL,
A3b (3 #5H) & AlOa (10 &) [ZZFNZFhp. 6 & p. 19 BHRI X 5,
WRIZH B LI, T+ = =W TS C TI3EEMIIH25DIE
p. 30, 10 ¥ERMILp. 43 &%, WRM63 LHUL, ML= I%F
FOEII3T, —HTEIEDVMHERTE S, UEOEEEZITT C 3T
DR—=TFFIIOVTHER L72RR, $XTHRK 63 oflAGhE L —
Bl SOZEDS, U —H—RF24IMETHD I LIIEETE %,

72720, HBK 63 UMD, Fx A7 VIE 24 PiAROHA & L CTHE
X 62 DFIEZTFTW5D, K62 & 63 DWTFROYEDHR Sz’
ER—VDOHMAEDERF L TH D, ZD720, 24RO VFTILOH]
BRDOPIER=TVHUAGDOELETTIEIRETE W EIlh b, LALE
A5, WHEOHIIINR— Y OREICHEND 5o CHEK 62 )

HE O 17 DX 512, Fv 27V 24 FAHTK 63 1F R4 &
TEREKT B, 3, AIRISKE Prc) -7 - 2= FIZLT,
SHIZABELREIYVMST, COBYIELZ4%EIH72% A5 &
A6a, A7b & ABald, TIMZNHEFETR—Y EEPEHFLTVD, 2O
KK 63 DR TH %o —77, KM 62 TIIFEYT 5 4 IR &
70, ASb & Aba, ATb & A8a L DNR— T EERIFEITIT R o TV,
LR OERERICNEZ, 77 v Y RFREMIIHED Y + — H — RO
TRER T REAEL L NMEZPET D OICHE R EZEL e TE
b UTFIIZFDELZTH S,



16

“Qp

A INNER
B e
[ = =ik - % = | [2 -
| A —F+—|———F+~— 4+ —— T+ —+—
™ = <t T > e = _Fm
% (RIS @ & ELE <
E< >4
& 2
=3 I & = Jj’ z\a)m :(.
-+ —FHA)— =~ ——+ —— - H— — 8+ —{+
) EN g — e L] o o8
S =1 <t E O; \O| o~ Z
ot — e e e L T 1
g N rj _f‘_j > 5 ) ™~
< 1) =y \Os_ 0] al Z
[————-e‘—u——i———m————-—{)——— ——t—T—p + —|+
@ -
| = = = = 7 o =
l G 2 = B =

i:’ L SRR N ST e

¥|%X 63 (Philip Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography & V))
‘ST BB KRDLE

>< INNER
| ' []
AP | : < l
3
r ? TRl
b || we \
| ‘ S
| I
| | |
R : ; | facd
L ;
| i
eIl e I o
AL _L_E_v
| |
26 | | 1
ol | |4 :
il L [
el
| \

X

_ P A4

¥|EIX 62 (Philip Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography & V))
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7Ty VRFERERHED Y + —FH — I (CUL 8700.6.167-168) 121X,
REW OB ATEAF SN T Wz, AR ED SPIIIBNT, RAEKRK
WOIRRET, L LEBoTVADRUTORIITHE, WIFhd v+ —
B —WEE 2 BT TH D,

T C
B7b (p.38) & B8a (p.39)

T D
A7b (p.62) & A8a (p.63)

T F
A5b (p.106) & A6a (p.107)

T g2
B5b (p. 130) + B6a (p. 131)

Pl h2
A5b (p.154) + Aé6a (p.155)

—RLTH LRI, KARIHE o T HITIH I 63 D4
THHER, WOEEL/-43ED ASb & Aba, BLUATb & A8a, ThZ
NEFETR—Y LRV EET LT TH S, HAEIK 62 DG, #4T
BHR=VIFWFROBERE, L RWINCMHEL, RKEHEL TV,
DF D, RELXIEILYZLWR=VEETH 5.

S510, SESEELZFIT CITi, p. 37 & p. 32 DR— Y FIZETAN
FRENTWize wIhd Imm BEOHEORT, HRZ T 28I
F N CHET BB R Y % LAA O WD E V. p. 37 & p.
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32 13HAI 63 D B7a & BAb I2H 720, B x 9 EHKIHARD UK & 5
TWwbe FUNVICHEET B 20T EOMETH L, LarL, HH
B 62 ThiiE, B7a & BAb IZEIRIHARONEIZALE L, MO IEA 5
THbo

D Eo#iRE2EGE2 L, vt —h—OHBEI 24 A THY, &
OHFTH R 63, EMIZIE, (24N —7 - ¥ =T, 16 X—THfH
L8 R=THiffoMER, TS5 = »Fr] (Two half-sheets of twenty-fours,
imposed the sixteen way and worked together, 24° in 12s the 16 way, 2 sigs.) & Y9
FIHTHL D LIzDTH S,

VRIS O BER

DL EOFERFERP S, 74— H —OMENE 24 7K L R S 72 2s,
BT, ZOHERRT S & DERIIRITH,

KT 7 A ME 1816 IS = 4 V7 AR E b &b /NEFE Yy v b
RTET WML TWA I ERS, MFERAUHMEALZSATV, L
L, EBEOEZA, T4 V7 AT 12 IR, SEOFELZT +—7
— A 24 AR TH B Z 25, EbF LOTEBBEIESLEE 52", S5
2, FEMRLEOBEROAL ST, HEAYE S UL, FIRIFCMHHE L
ZEEOKE S, BICZNIHIET 2 FIREEOHEE TR L 72> TL %,

(1) EPR 48O 5T

HRIA 24 AR TS 2 » T 16 L 8 FETHNIE, HIRICHVO
2RO T A XZHMTE S, Fr 27 VOHBBIIHED &, HEOED
BR=VOEED 4, FBER—VDIRED 6 I E o TRD SN B,
sk, HMROEN%Z%T Ala + Adb + Bla + B4b 0 FEHl Lo &3,
BIXUKA%E %Y Ala + AI2b + Alla + A2b + ASa + A8b D F I
DEFHZ X o> THRIEMOKRE SR TE 2D, DT, 7+—7
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— MR CTH 2 MBEROPT T C LT DOXR=VIHOERERTH
57,

£ : Ala + A4b + Bla + B4b = 550mm

Alb + Ada + Blb + B4a = 549mm
430 0 Ala + A12b + Alla + A2b + ASa + A8b = 412mm

Alb + Al2a + Allb + A2a + ASb + A8a = 412mm
AR BI3IEE L <, B 550mm X 52 412mm ASEVR RS & e E
T& 5, ZOMBOHRNIXIGTE 2 URORIRIE, 122792 FTHE
WS L S FERL S Nz 19 IR EED A ¥ F v THIRIEE T dH % o] iEPEAS
B AY Ty THIRBIZIE FOBEESE T 7 X b 2RI TE %
HhdH 50T, FHOMEZEICHE L Twiz, 72720, 3L, 1K
B L7212 8020, BIMICEIRI R EE O FAZIE D %03 hdrofo & F
T AT VL TWAEY, kb e, 181640 [7—H—T 0] @
BIRINT 7 A FOTENA XNy FOEDIZED LI ICHHTE 00

(2) FIVRIEE ~ 5%

Vot — =R OHIE & [ 5E T EZHENE 24 RO N=T + ¥ — | ]
Thrbo N—7 - ¥Y—bElE, XFHY, ZONROLE, FIRIEKD
5% 1 T THMBER O 5T, AIREKRTIE 2 THomsEeH
RHRES 2 2 8 b 24K EN—7 « ¥ — M THIRZERIZ, 11
OHRITH T 24 ~— 3, WHETIE 48 X— IHHRITE 5, 12 4i412<
5N, T & FRT.o NARE U EARGE LT 135 225 R S )
METEEETHIENTELI ENFRETHI L 2", AR H & E 5
T 57201213, EWOREE 2T HRERALEATH S, R, vrr~
YE—HIRZEZE T N— b - T4 V7 ADPSIIT ¥ < VIZHERDEED 5
726 ZLTZOBMZE R LIZ—2DERIHBOBIROHE?E 72D TH
%o

CORUDORAEICE 5T, WSS 200 EOM, AR STV



20

7ok — A= ROHAH S I Y, B R A S 19 I ED S
DT —H—FZHOBHKIZEG L7277 A b OISO —¥ 25 S 7212
HITENTH b,

Appendix : A5 # O 5HT

LSRRG EEEOMIET, BREALAEBTERREARO T 2EASET
WRERCDWT, BETAEEROMEE L. SRIEAHIE 20 i
FCHBEINLDPoE VIHIEEAORBELE L OFEYRITHEAT, 19
AN BT 2 WARDOFAFHNNIIB 2R L7z getE s b mve BHEHE L Bl
DEHLETEEZEELLY, BOREZEEIEIBIIHOND 2 L4
W, FEME DORnY bW, SE OB K OB LY O H R
HE oM TAE U720, fiHERICE & Bl B FERICIZE -
TS, BEESRERR 5 I T2 v e GBI & R B o T 01 &
STHREE o 72 R E, UTICHEZAD TR L 72\,

FERBRITT O TUF R CMRAR L 72 RVMRIILA < 7 bV (FTIR) Tl&, £
DMERERII—TFEVEHESISNZOD [77 V) V] Thb, 2Ok
WAL, RGERICL B E, 73 FiA ((CONH-) Z20d b, 7>
RS E TN HMEIMLTH 5. Fif e LCTIR BIGT & LTI
RITVEV), BOERIEWOE, K b BEET, ¥RoZLid
5, By S ETH D,

BAL B AT R TR WS D R L, [KIEEOBSER T, WK
25528, TREFERIZED VBt LET5ME] 235 5 8b K%
BRIZTHOR V2720 2, S OFEET, BERKD O T ORFMN % %D 5 B
KGR AR Z LIZS CRETB LT T, Rur oL 3
{%eo720%, WARECELLZBOUEL S FEET, o/, M2 s
200 42 B OIEMZ B L BEABMBICEB LTV T) Y,
HOOTIIHILMPOBMARICBIMEH EIN 2 EVHHERTE LW

2%
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BOOSOERZ LTLEEY), WHE TEORT & o 2 BERARAL

FHERG B L NE ) LR THEEZ R L2V,

Reading University Library A & Longman Archive, H8: Impression Book
No. 5: 249.

REBRENSHH L7 1816 FEROUBAD LIS 7 4 V7 AL 7+ — 1 —
IO FIRBES B T, 19 HACHIEH ORI IBRFR 2 £ 120w Tid, 1816
iF 1817 SEOBEHIRHM CREBL L 72O TERL Cnz 22 & v, [[XA
MR A —litER o VIR~ 1 2 M) TEISORER ) — X
(Medievalism in the Romantic and Victorian Periods.) The Morte Darthur:
A Collection of Early Nineteenth-Century Editions (Tokyo: Edition Synapse/
Eureka Press, 2016 fEFKFIIT T 58).
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Synopsis

Does Format Matter? :

the Format of the Walker Edition (1816) of
Malory’s Morte Darthur

Yuri Fuwa

Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte Darthur was printed in 1485 by
William Caxton the first printer in England. Between then and 1634
five subsequent editions were reprinted, but there followed a long hiatus
between the 1634 edition by William Stansby and its reprinting in 1816.
Interestingly, not one but two editions were published almost simultane-
ously in 1816; the first to appear was the Walker edition, and the second the
Wilks edition. A “mystery” has surrounded the publication of these two
editions; Joseph Haslewood, the editor of the Wilks edition, complained in
the Advertisement that it was only after his edition had entered the printing
process that some other publisher, trying to forestall him, began printing
a rival edition of Malory. In order to verify the validity of Haslewood’s
claim, i.e. to ascertain whether a printing that was started earlier could
have been overtaken by a rival edition, it is vital to determine the format of
each edition, from which it is possible to calculate the time of imposition
and printing.

Both of these editions, so similar in size (small pocket size) and
engraved vignettes, tend to be regarded as having been printed in the

same format. The British Library catalogue, for example, records both
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editions as 12° (duodecimo), whereas nineteenth-century editors list them
variously as 12° or 24° (twenty-fourmo). The present paper, which includes
photographic images, provides a record of an anatomical examination of a
copy of the Walker edition, and concludes that the Walker edition is of the
format described by Philip Gaskell, i.e. “Two half-sheets of twenty-fours,
imposed the sixteen way and worked together (24° in 12s the 16 way, 2
sigs.),” and that theoretically, the choice of this format enabled the Walker
edition to be published earlier than the Wilks edition.



