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Edgar Allan Poe ® “The Black Cat” [H4fi | (1843 4F ; 1845 4F) ik
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From my infancy I was noted for the docility and humanity of my
disposition. My tenderness of heart was even so conspicuous as to
make me the jest of my companions. I was especially fond of animals,
and was indulged by my parents with a great variety of pets. With these
I spent most of my time, and never was so happy as when feeding and
caressing them. This peculiarity of character grew with my growth,
and, in my manhood, I derived from it one of my principal sources
of pleasure. To those who have cherished an affection for a faithful
and sagacious dog, I need hardly be at the trouble of explaining the
nature or the intensity of the gratification thus derivable. There is
something in the unselfish and self-sacrificing love of a brute, which
goes directly to the heart of him who has had frequent occasion to test
the paltry friendship and gossamer fidelity of mere Man.

I married early, and was happy to find in my wife a disposition not
uncongenial with my own. Observing my partiality for domestic pets,
she lost no opportunity of procuring those of the most agreeable kind.

We had birds, gold fish, a fine dog, rabbits, a small monkey, and a cat.?

“From my infancy I was noted for the docility and humanity of my
disposition” £EED FIXHBICO VTS TV DE A, HITE I ICEE AT
Wehb I, FARILEDVFEZEDE, OLIIERIETAMEELRT
CEICBBEBMANLLZDIZ, UL REEZO»S L5 HERBMIIHH) 2 LT,
[BLRLLTHWRY)DHL] ANHTHLEENIFEZATNTZDOTH S,
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I RICEDND X H I, BREAMPESZ AL LI LhlzbT, K
AZRTOTIE LV, & LAKCELRRAED, HRTHFHZHLRERT
HEEEHRTNIZL BTN TH L, FIIMEZT TR, HHO
DT NBEREIZE T == Ve T BRRDBDHOT, WIACEN A A
— VLo THLAR RDVOLILNTE L, WD, ELwifETE 2
b, WMICL > TTUTHCOIBIN R A A — V&% DR L TN HEENME
WIEP% S v BOFED) FIERAC RS> THro B EDOEH VT
TIZREE 2R, WDIEPHN LR O R ) TOAREE L9 7% H
CEHICR > T “I... was happy to find in my wife a disposition not
uncongenial with my own” & 5o TWw5a X 912, HITFERLH WA D L0
R FEEOREEZ LN TWn7Z, ZIIHETRRTHD, LIdE{ED
NBZEEN, hoBGHEHOREIZTIHLELLEZL25TIOT
Hbo Lo LIREFEAOZ A — X i, LFRECRLEDH57259,
BB VIFERLREIORIIMEN R D OERLTwb, &b LAMENE
bOLEDWEVY, PRUBVLEFHEIDE2 R LD o720 0, T
BNLONEMIELLERAD

3 WEOHEN

L DBIFHENE LD Pluto (FV— 1) W) ZRTOK X 70 Bgi72
ST2DPED, TOWEDFEOBREBELIIRL > TELDIE, KL v
WECTHLEHEY) FIIERL TS,

Our friendship lasted, in this manner, for several years, during which
my general temperament and character —through the instrumentality
of the Fiend Intemperance —had (I blushed to confess it) experienced
a radical alteration for the worse. I grew, day by day, more moody,
more irritable, more regardless of the feeling of others. I suffered

myself to use intemperate language to my wife. (144-145)
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X, KOEICEZLOMWENLZEBLbND, EPEMOHEZ DD
&, BREIHDD 725 LRI OBENC L > TEOY = — UAFHIFHELTLE
W, BEDSDHIO L ) CHEOACEEZRIEL T<NTY, LAZDEARS
LA EARZIZEELE) LR ELEDIILDNrETHL, BiioFh S
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And then came, as if to my final and irrevocable overthrow, the spirit
of Perverseness. Of this spirit philosophy takes no account. Yet I am
not more sure that my soul lives, than I am that perverseness is one
of the primitive impulses of the human heart—one of the indivisible
primary faculties, or sentiments, which give direction to the character
of Man. Who has not, a hundred times, found himself committing
a vile or a silly action, for no other reason than because he knows
he should not ? Have we not a perpetual inclination, in the teeth of
our best judgment, to violate that which is Law, merely because we
understand it to be such? This spirit of perverseness, | say, came to
my final overthrow. It was this unfathomable longing of the soul
to vex itself— to offer violence to its own nature—to do wrong for
the wrong’s sake only—that urged me to continue and finally to
consummate the injury I had inflicted upon the unoffending brute.
(146)

Marie Bonaparte (X Z @ “spirit of perverseness” %, A1) 7 BT % i

D7 AMoOBEBOARREERZ, THWEAZHITFTWE, HEHTNVYaT
VDS, WO 72D H SO BT OO CH b L7d & T,
HARLIEZ L L T2, BTl BhanEBEERL TV E07E
LKL T, LEALZEVW) . R—%oIE 2oL Md - B 28
MICHBENT Wz, EFEZL1EHH LAKRF 7OV MIRRTWE, KT
7OV D OFRTECTHEIRIEVNE ZA1X, #HLELTORIFELEVIHBTITHD
HOOEE 2 ZLIZE Db bEkA RAIENOBPAED O TR, MR
BOXIIChSNAIgRE 1, BERTERL, EE#HOEhRETLIVIN
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ELDOLBRLTLE72%9, HROAELZTFL720TIEIRL, BLAH
RAEBIET L L9 hicb T, EEROEREMES L2012, #HD
IHCETEEL R ZWTE, T TERELX S-S5 TWADIE, HD
REDOHEHR TR L KIORBE L2E VL) DEnwb o, bllizbok
PIZH Y BNS, HiELEZ D > T RWRAIL LRI ONTHA, HE
&S TOMBEREDDTL 2L, HEMAEFFOLOTIEILL, EO
TeOIEE BN, PERERIOWE T IZH 5 S D72,

7ol ZiEbL72biE, HLWEERZI) BT LS TR &R
BBEN, HERICLBADEHEA I L LEVDEEIEZDLIRELDIES
9 Mo BEDPHCOIERIC X o THIZE 2 T B ALK KRS % iee S
b ZnESH, [Td] oblzLzbTEz, FHEMIZEZNE H
KOFRFIIT 2 L) AT OMWREEZ LI ELTO LRI EZL T
ENRTERVDIR, ZORKERERB ML ZRFEL 2L TRV A S,

BHOGED TIE, OERICE > TEFRTLIARWITBERED LD
A7)0 MDVHGEHE S TVDDEHA>TVDW I, RETRLEND,
Wi KOO L THYBEICLTLE ). HofiaidTEzuzfbsh
THEBEREI NI, TENZDDOTED S, WNEEETH I LWL EH
WybILThrEo%, FoRREHETLZIILD, HUBETH S X
3 BT F =<Vt XA OEDEH AT VWBD7E,

M LIHOK, &) FORIKFICLEY, RMETTRBETIC%
S>TLE Do BT ZZHVEEIIZIIANZEN Y ST ETW2DT, 44l
W2 6N THIFED N TA DS,

The words “strange!” “singular!” and other similar expressions,
excited my curiosity. I approached and saw, as if graven in bas relief
upon the white surface, the figure of a gigantic cat. The impression

was given with an accuracy truly marvelous. There was a rope about
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the animal’s neck. (147-145)

<= KTV ME, SOKFRDEORBUN T L RELTT 4 Y X
ADEJTH B LFEIZ, ZDOX ) HREIIHTLUEDEIATHH S &
FIRLTWD, HRICIITEMEPEIIE > TRTH S, BERLRHMD%
BHGEEZEON X ) ITHEE OV Tw DL, A RTFHROAN»S R
BTHY, THIZE > TRHIIKREWEIT TR, MRLOBRIZE > TS
LICERBBICRZBZNHREVW) ZEIchD

Dl L72bOR» S TUE, KENZITREILZ2DIZLARTH S,
Metzengerstein (1836 4E) DTl L KF L FAKIZ, KFIKIIO A5
DTV DWW A Descent into Maelstrom (1841 4E) O KD
FEMEES Z AR L TH Luhd Lk v, BENCEDOGE L 725 T34
&, HEWELZARONZREITES T, KFELKIMED L) LHBEATHE
AR THD e KFIICFEY) RO D TS L2ETIUE, B0
BAOHLVELRSLICER S TLBET77, KELLIEINSH) UTHRITEB
H2EE) T, KFOBETFHRICH F N EREMOLITII RO 6 ufielr
D72, BLIzHETHWMIHEF L) LD VEMIL, T EEL
CLDOTELZVWHKEOMNETHY, HOBIEPrUHABLERLLEICL 5
Tz o020 %,

4 W%

SGEZR Z LISERD Tz ko 7o 2 L BRI ‘J:’)&Zfr”), &)
DEMT NV — MIEEAOPZE ZORZH L 1l 5 2% %o

For months I could not rid myself of the phantasm of the cat; and,
during this period, there came back into my spirit a half-sentiment
that seemed, but was not, remorse. I went so far as to regret the loss

of the animal, and to look about me, among the vile haunts which I
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now habitually frequented, for another pet of the same species, and

of somewhat similar appearance, with which to supply its place. (148)

ZLTHAMIEYST, Br oSNk, Vo2 g Ao KED FIZ B
IR T 5,

I approached it, and touched it with my hand. It was a black cat—a
very large one—fully as large as Pluto, and closely resembling him in
every respect but one. Pluto had not a white hair upon any portion of
his body; but this cat had a large, although indefinite splotch of white,

covering nearly the whole region of the breast. (149)

HEoPIHE, NOBMEDBRZ SO LEL) ELTVD, &
MOBRT IV — b & DOARFELRIRFZFHH L2V 07E, 22, WEHRo
) HITEEDAELREEBRE R BELIonwE ) [REHE] 2ATELT
LWEAESHTESD P DEAAMIBE_ORMICB VT, gL
DR 720 EEREIICEM LTV S DI TIE v, flid 2 oMz 5 A
D, WOTHWIEOE, EIMEPDVY L, FEITERENEVE
WL T, Bbazhw I IIEREIHE A,

For my own part, I soon found a dislike to it arising in me. This was
just the reverse of what I anticipated; but I know not how or why it
was —its evident fondness for myself rather disgusted and annoyed.
By slow degrees, these feeling of disgust and annoyance rose into the
bitterness of hatred. (149)

TIPSR T 2 L WBHEE 2R T 5 D725, IS ERkmICT
WL ZALIIWOHEBTH L. M55 WIHER LT IERD
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CIFEHIIWH L B ICBEbNS, L TELTEEORLLHENT
BT 00X, PIME#T S X912k %. EOMEICHEE 2 ) 72
DF, FV—PEFELEIICZOMBRHEHBDENTWZ L7, PRITA
SV BICRMOBMEF L LSS, FHODENZHME Ha->Twiz
D72 WOEBNOMERN L BEIIHO N TH S,
—HMDIE) B3R EFTETHY, MTFOTICIFTLESLD, WED
B A THRZBRZH IS E2D, RIRZGI o WOBH/2) FTE
Bolh) LTI EF L) Mo S 1T T 2 MEOTFRITIE, K
LRIOTVD L) IIHMNDOBMND 5o

I am almost ashamed to own—yes, even in this felon’s cell, I am
almost ashamed to own—that the terror and horror with which
the animal inspired me, had been heightened by one of the merest
chimaera it would be possible to conceive. My wife had called my
attention, more than once, to the character of the mark of white hair, of
which I have spoken, and which constituted the sole visible difference
between the strange beast and the one I had destroyed. The reader will
remember that this mark, although large, had been originally very
indefinite; but, by slow degrees—degrees nearly imperceptible, and
which for a long time my Reason struggled to reject as fanciful—it
had, at length, assumed a rigorous distinctness of outline. It was
now the representation of an object that I shudder to name—and for
this, above all, I loathed, and dreaded, would have rid myself of the
monster had I dared—it was now, I say, the image of a hideous—of a
ghastly thing—of the Gallows!—oh, mournful and terrible engine of
Horror and of Crime—of Agony and of Death! (150-151)

EZOBMINT BHEOEMIL, B—0BRMliT 2B ETRQER L)
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S &lEo &) EFHIL TV L, F—OMOIRILIE, H0MIC
T “splotch of white” & 7o THJE S %0 HIZZOHVEKIZHSD 5
N2 ONRM %R D72, Macbeth RADE->THH-THIMY L2 LD
TEZVFEOVAMEOZ E 2V L L vrd Lz v, KAIRZ
DMIRIZH DD LN THILL TLE 52 TIE RV,

<) — RPNV M, EOMANEY T, oKD ETRRI N
&, HOREAHWINVZ 2RTELT, FoMosAzZ, ol
BB AW S TWEHIANOER E AR LTwd, R I EE— oM
13 “anal-sadistic and phallic stage” IZBF 2B TH Y, H DL “oral
stage” BB THH I L% D % HEoofit oMawiE, H—of
X0, X0EY, LOVKEORNRLEDFITOFHEEZ LI ENTE b,

L Lo NB ORI OERMIREDOFR TH 2 BN, SEEO N
bZEE o TSR ZH72 501, e w)BERZESD b FLEICD
EFLbhT, KFETHLLHEOLE, AMPKEDO Tt ATHEEL,
EHEONRIIOBIZHELTCLE>KORNEKEZRIL TnELEZ LR
ER29 . BRKIHEPE2THHAED, HICATKE S O Lo THIC
oo TE DR,

KA T B2 RD, BROAZ ) =V ETHBMH->TEBLTLER
W, IERLENIE RS, L2t TEARHBOGKRICHT 2, 20
R IZALE 2 W) FARTIE R T, BC=AE L 2D, ASMBE WD
N5 L) BFRBIILLDOTIE RV, XEORRITEBEITINES 2 21T,
WHMOEERFEBTIEH 5705, HCOMROBETLH 57259, Thw
AWEHOHVEEERN, HELZERLHOBEMETXINICLTL
FunionwE il o,
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Alas! Neither by day nor by night knew I the blessing of Rest any
more! During the former the creature left me no moment alone; and,
in the latter, I started, hourly, from dreams of unutterable fear, to find
the hot breath of the thing upon my face, and its vast weight—an
incarnate Night-Mare that I had no power to shake off—incumbent

eternally upon my heart! (151)

PEMIZE DD 2 <HICH VA1), “blessing of Rest” ##->TL E 9,
BEWIEOBIIHVEE 5HEDT, & Ilolrr), EEEL257,
CORNPOFLHEKIZ, Kb L OBEORHTIIRV ),
DOEFENLRHEVIIRITTOLDIFVbIEERERETHY, oMb
WM TR OTI = OB HSNDP Lo TWd, HE ) OFIGIbL
b OPERRE LB, B> TRAFSNIZVDWEHFED [ZH &
DOEA] IZHBLTLE ). SZWHEDEDLLbDTFTIIRLIKNER
PRERETH D, BREOZAZ )= (YUY, Eigh) »o5%HmLTL
X o7z “the thing” [ D | OB OEEHZEB O L, HRHORHR,
REDOREN) REMODOLT L) RHFBEZEL TAHANITVW, S5
BRAFABOFEROEKEN D % 7 =25 R THD D { SRS
WA R R B0 = A D 25 T ARBHICHMTE 7259 1,
Jacques Lacan % 5 2 D X 9 2K % “lamella” [ 7 XA T ] L DHEBRTH
HEEILESLI,

The lamella is something extra-flat, which moves like the amoeba.
It is just a little complicated. But it goes everywhere. And as it is
something—TI will tell you shortly why—that is related to what the
sexed being loses in sexuality, it is like the amoeba in relation to
the sexed being, immortal—because it survives any division, any

scissiparous intervention. And it can run around.
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Well! This is reassuring. But comes and envelopes your face while

you are quietly asleep.'¢

HoWwBERbNIMNED, TORBMIIL>TLE ) &9 BRI 2R
ELT, 9HVIETATOMERZRE>TWbH, AL L T3UED 2 h
ICAD L EIZERDNLAFER, BT LRILOL) ZLOHLIIT X
FIIMEDITFS5NB, L7 TAMDPERZH EFN LR RRkb s
ABOEGIRS A 513, FEAFAEIICE ST A NY =DMz K35 L
%5759, 7A7 L0 =AMk HEERELTINLON, £
EDAZ)—YTHY, A2V —rITLIZTFAT%EFEE LTRET ST
H5IDIIRBOMR LR L TWENED, B4a&TH Y P FHIZE
PN LEOWFUALEL Z LD TE L, WoltAT AT 0058 L7231t
WERD, TATEFHELTLE 7200 [HAli] oER LS 2 5,

6 [BZE| OFfEE

WHRZOBEYOREXRTLOEL, [ROXTOEA] #NWYEL, &5
WCHUOBER A HET 5720 TH 5,

HHrHOZ L, FELZATHTENOLLZREZEY) Tz b &,
Wiz ONTK %o MDEWTHEEZ ZAITED L) ko 72kiE,
FLTERZIRY LT Z OB THEBATOREDN, IEDXH L3453
DOFE5DIEOW, FEORROPTTELZITEBALTLE ). TORNE
WFEHBEIARDRREICE D 2025, ) — - FF 2NV MIEbIAEETH
%, WIRTHY, BTHY, ETHHILEHELNTHL, LN
STHIE, MEREI) LEMLEPOLEEARLTCLESLILIIRADOR
BHEHED DS DI RWVDIE, 720 EHHERDONE %2 T 5727 Th 5,

WIIFAEAY ) ESHDOTYH, BLTOTH 2L, AEEZBTEORED
BPICED ZHTLEB) LPLT 5 MOBETIERL, SAEEZHBTO
BEIZIRY 25 & W) SR O T EIZIZERD S 5, SUhkE HE & D
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YelimE o TND, A2V —VEBELEIIELTVEDE, {2
—UREBHEEVIARIIZL ST, VTN bDICERT DD &%l 8010
LRI TH D, WL O THAZIL A, BOMY IZEEEZ T 5
PHEY, HCDMLOHEDPRZLZVEIICLTLE), BEZDL LED
WCHBY B, S o2TheENnoF 500151, HRIZOWZIZA
DOOLITPRLADTRTRDT, HAadAh205F S LEHEELLD
ELTWwWB LEH72

It is impossible to describe, or to imagine, the deep, the blissful sense
of relief which the absence of the detested creature occasioned in my
bosom. It did not make its appearance during the night—and thus for
one night at least, since its introduction into the house, I soundly and
tranquilly slept; aye, slept even with burden of murder upon my soul!
(153-154)

WIZOWE > FTVEEPICR S 72 EBEATVAD, ZHIF—RICE
VTGO B, AR 2 TSR L 720 5 72,
EHEES R A7) — Y 2 PR LT, 22D FOHCENRRRKIZOz-
TWBDER, ZITHHEENLZNICAZLDIE, ORI T T
W2 EIZEZELRTNE R SR v, 5 ZF LI R8I X 2581 bh
HWTH D0, WHITEDN TV LR EG L THEBERD > Tz
OTH2 . WOBMBNRHCE, SBILOETLEZRVZHDOTH L0
E), BAVHUTHLEDLE 2V LN T TR DD
PICEGHIBALTETHZRMSETENILTLE ). HIIEHH» S
ENE L, BAEBLUBCHRY 2DDDRD, IO S IEATSICY)
WreZels b 72557200 HCEBORAR, WHIZBRE BN S D5
DRAREEZEZDLZLEDTEL, LLdbEDELBEILEINZI RV DI,
WS BRED T Y ADTATD, HIHEFLHIZ L E2ILDRV,
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BEBPR o TETRBHERT 2, HAREORLLIICARESH 20
T, BAMAKREROL»rahETbLb, BEIWELTIEDITL)
ELTWVBRIZ, 572720 EHORMIEEZ b 72T 5, HITEL I 28
2PN, EEZEY D THLHTOMILERLTIPNTLE ), HiFw
PICHGPEEIZ) TV b0 ST TERELR L TAHIIW LN HEIC
KR LTIEIL o720 L FKFIZ, EELRICELZETICVO/oTVDHH
GRS L72wE W), IV AT 4 v 7 R HERIEFRRIZ» b 072,
HOOZEERUIFEZFDS LIFITHEA L 2w E W) ackiE, <1 — - FF8
VIR LTWA X9, BHETH Y, BSNLKBIORBATH S %

But may God shield and deliver me from the fangs of the Arch-
Fiend! No sooner had the reverberation of my blows sunk into
silence, than I was answered by a voice from within the tomb! —by
a cry at first muffled and broken, like the sobbing of a child, and
then quickly swelling into one long, loud, and continuous scream,
utterly anomalous and inhuman— a howl—a wailing shriek, half of
horror and half of triumph, such as might have arisen only out of hell,
conjointly from the throats of the damned in their agony and of the
demons that exult in the damnation.

Of my own it is folly to speak. Swooning, I staggered to the opposite
wall. For one instant the party upon the stairs remained motionless,
through extremity of terror and awe. In the next, a dozen stout arms
were toiling at the wall. 1 fell bodily. The corpse, already greatly
decayed and clotted with gore, stood before the eyes of spectators.
Upon its head, with red extended mouth and solitary eye of fire, sat
the hideous beast whose craft had seduced me into murder, and whose
informing voice had consigned me to the hangman. I had walled the

monster up within the tomb! (155)
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Synopsis

An essay on “The Black Cat”

Mitsuo Inomata

The narrator in “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe lives a peaceful life
together with his wife and a cat, declaring “from my infancy I was noted for
the docility and humanity of my disposition.” This peaceful life, however,
does not last as long as his narcissistic ego expects. His fantasy concealing
what Jacques Lacan would call “the real” gradually collapses due to his
“intemperance,” his alcoholism. He begins to hate his cat just because he
loves it. He is driven by aggression to hollow out an eye of the cat with a knife
and finally in tears to hang it on a tree. His ambivalent attachment to this cat
impels him to find a second cat. Unaware of the catastrophe it will bring, he
is overjoyed to find a cat similar to the first one. He unconsciously tries to
repeat the tragedy with the second cat. One day he kills both the cat and his
wife with an axe and buries them in the wall. When he is highly elated by his
perfect crime, a howl arising out of the wall discloses what he has done.

Assuming that “The Black Cat” deals with the disintegration of fantasy
triggered by an invasion of “the real” into everyday life of the narrator, I
will examine the work by making reference to the psychoanalytic articles by
Sigumund Freud and Jaques Lacan. My focus is on analyzing the relationship
between “reality” fabricated by fantasy and “the real,” whose exclusion is
constitutive of “reality.” ”Reality” is here supposed to be the world of “the

pleasure principle” whose aim is to maintain “homeostasis,” whereas “the
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real” is the world of “drive” aiming at satisfaction “beyond the pleasure
principle.” “The spirit of perverseness”, characteristic of Poe’s world, can be
considered to be such drive as brings excessive satisfaction to the narrator.
His encounter with “lost objects,” such as “gaze,” “breast,” and “lamella,”
which human beings lose at the time of entering the cultural world of images
and language, is also possible in the world of drive. So he experiences the
unbearable satisfaction of the drive Lacan calls “jouissance.” We can only
fantasize “lost objects”, because we are (un)fortunately protected from the

lethal objects by the network of signifiers.
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