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Abstract Soseki Natsume, a Japanese writer of the Meiji era (1867-1916),had great respect for Robert

Louis Stevenson, noticing ‘simplicity andvigour’ as well as ‘rapidity and directness’ in his writings.
For more thana century, Stevenson has been popular with readers, with his strikinglyimaginative
works being characterised by a lucid style and well plannedstructure. However, our attention is
drawn not only to his literature, butalso his extraordinary life. As a paradigm of a rebel against
middle-classsurroundings, his life itself can be considered a topic for study. In this essay,| should
like to explore the way he led his life, referring to some of hisliterary works.Born on 13th November
1850 at 8 Howard Place, Edinburgh, he was theonly child of Thomas Stevenson, a civil engineer
who designed lighthousesand harbours, and Margaret Balfour, the daughter of a church ministerat
Colinton, a village four miles from Edinburgh. Troubled by bronchialiliness, at the age of 2, Louis
began to be nursed by Alison Cunningham,a sturdy fisherman’s daughter aged 30 years old, who
came from Fife.The Stevensons moved to 1 Inverleith Terrace in 1853 and moved again,four years
later, to 17 Heriot Row in the New Town. After 18 months atEdinburgh Academy, where Louis’s
formal education began at the age of11, and a short stay at a boarding school in Middlesex, he
attended MrThompson’s institution in Frederick Street, Edinburgh.From 1867, Louis often spent his
holidays at the cottage that his familyrented at Swanston, on the outskirts of the city, and which
they used forthe next 14 years, giving him the opportunity to ramble over the PentlandHills and
wander far and wide. In the same year, he entered EdinburghUniversity to study civil engineering
with the aim of following in his father’s footsteps. Absenting himself from classes and lectures that
failed to ignitehis intellectual curiosity, he frequently explored the city and sought itsenjoyment.He
was inspired by the observation that the city had two different faces.Whereas the New Town,
where Stevenson’s home was located, was orderlyand respectable, the Old Town, with its dubious
inns and the brothels in theback alleys, looked squalid and even menacing.Demolishing the
argument that Louis at this time met a prostitute called‘Claire’ whose real name was Kate
Drummond and cherished affection forher, J. C. Furnas (1952) insisted that ‘Claire’ was the
pseudonym Louis gaveto Mrs Frances Sitwell, with whom Louis began a friendship around
1874.However, Forbes Macgregor (1989) argues that ‘Claire’ was the daughterof a blacksmith who
lived in Swanston and passionately loved Louis.Apparently, he still believes in the episode based
on Katherine Osbourne’sletter, cited in The True Stevenson by George Hellman (1925).According
to James S. Bennet's note printed in Robert Louis Stevenson(1969) by Compton Mackenzie,
Louis’s unfinished novel, i.e. Weir ofHermiston (1896), induces him to think of the days that Louis
spent atSwanston Cottage and observes that there are similarities between his storiesand his
actual experience. Louis must have fallen in love with a certaingirl, who is called ‘Christina Elliot’ in
the novel and who was part of thehousehold at Buckstane Farmhouse, where Mrs Romanese
entertained Louisand his bohemian friend Sam Bough with tea and scones.Mr Bennet's remarks
bring us to examine the setting and charactersdepicted in Louis’s brief novel The Story of a Lie
(1879), in which Esther,the daughter of a bohemian painter, and Dick, the personification of
theauthor, develop a deep love for each other amid a moorland setting. MrNaseby, Dick’s father, a
squire who resembles Adam Weir, the Justice-Clerkin Weir of Hermiston, is reminiscent of Louis’s
father Thomas, who believedin the conventional moral values of the society of the time and was
opposedto his son’s marrying a girl of a different social status.In my view, ‘Claire’ is representative
of the girls Louis met anddeveloped relationships with during his youth, regardless of whether
anyone of them actually bore that name.Louis’s weak health allowed him to abandon the pursuit of
his father’scareer and change courses to read law, but his ambition was to earn a livingfrom
writing. After graduating from university, he left for an artists’ colonyat Grez, near Barbizon, where
he met Fanny Osbourne, an American marriedwoman ten years older than him, whom he would
eventually marry.Until the end of life, his early life in Scotland lingered in Louis’sconsciousness,
and provided him with the material for his major works,most notably Weir of Hermiston. He could
not shake off the memories ofhis quarrels with his father, the sensuous joy he experienced with
women,and the dissociation of personality caused by a struggle between his tenderfeelings and




Victorian morality. When he started his career as a writer, heproduced The Story of a Lie,
recollecting the affairs that he embarked uponwhile at Swanston Cottage. In his last novel, he once
again picked up thistheme and depicted similar characters. Sadly, the intensity of imagining
andreconstructing the emotions he had experienced in his youth dealt him afatal blow, and he died
of a sudden brain haemorrhage in Samoa in 1894.
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P LBIEOHEDOEDDESNALFDOZ L DT, HIEFLIFIL, 7RAN
WEROBYTIibhz L b EZ SN b,

RBEOBET [7—F—1 & [V AT 4 —F1 &, 1ESHIUTE D &SI
DY E Lz THABLOA] T, FEORARIOVTHELED . 5
DEBEBHT 5N B DI, BZSL VA ZADXHDBEHML KN HLOME
WCEASNIzZ L ERRBLL TV,

—BEDXHIT, NE v PRGN LR LTV 5°

Ny FRICK B Z oG, VA A0 (RS oWiE] (The Story
of a Lie, 1879) TiEOLMN LM RHL QISR T 5L THDPE LV, ZTD/h
Tk, EAAXYFr—F GlRT4 v 2) - A4 A — (Dick Naseby)
1, BERMEOLBICHMAL T O, HOrE 2o ki
J%. IARICPHEN- L —2DORHZEY, HRROKRER VWL
&, KOTOHICESTAT v T2 LTWSRVIROWHZ LI D
To T A Y ZIIWLAS, N TOELS -7 [ (Admiral) EFrEN 5,
AANIT UV BAF VAN E Y= — 77 - va T (Peter
Van Tromp) D TH 5 & %M 5,

HHHOTFHIMLE, 74 —ICHEESNT4 v 7 AT A% (Esther)
EVI) DR (cottage) Ziinbd &, 60EDRENOAITY b5V FA
DOREEE RN ENL LI Z I ORBE ZANTHEATHYSEDE 572,

LA A%, T4 v 27T RA5IE, BBEORAY AV (BABLE) TfFD
bk, MERBHLAA TV OV ENWEZATHLSZED
%o

ROKBEH, O ZORZHRL L, B2kl 22— —
N2 DIE S Tz
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DT, BEEHWTLE S,

A A=K, TAY LBETOMER ESREER7ZE o Tz,
TA Y IHREICRY, BTE2RDDIZT A5 PIHI VW I LIZRD
o TAZIEOHEEZITAN, T4 v 7 LORIBICHET %,

[BSOWFE] OF4 vy 2225 [N=3IA > DI 4T] OT—
F—E VAT 4 —FOFEMTHY, Thth, "ty NRKOEHED L,
DATF A =TV BIPOT—AROEVIREFEGT S, ZLTC, [0
v:—xg@gwmju,#%%UV-%Z*—V@%%*@@?VT&

IF—HTHD0TIEARWD, EEbNL, 7 LT OEHRZOXBORE
BEDLLWELTH, IRSOWEE] 2 [hN—3IA P D74 7] XAy

MROEELREZZBRT DL, UL A 2SRRI E O 5 % s
TR LTOARMETIE R, LI,

Ehdh, VA AR EEZ TVUAHTFIZOVWTIT BT 25,
KB~ AZEHFIKOFEICEE, [ZALAHIGZHAICIE—3H e
] LRETZEWRS72 VA ARG INDBREOBRICEET 2028 N0,
COEBRFEDBUII Lotz v,

ZOEPICD, VA ADPKKERE RIS BNV L ) TH 5,
HAER RS EIIERFRRELVCKT, fiVROBVWEFEERLELL
, WA RBZFRICHKBEIIBZ L & Lz 785, w4 27 b THIR
DIT 14 YNTTIE, HIROB 7 5 IZRIEBRBTCHSREE 0@V E B2
TRIEERRIHZI LI L o7, o2 e filiTa L, [2
L7 &wv) ok, WIS LOEERE VA 2K VL E -
Fetgfe b——& 1) DU i R 0 JE AR KB & M 2 SCBEAR T O #EFI 1Y 7%
EMESABND LA, Lbdh, BENUFEZEELLLHIE—
FEOWR L ZHE L FEBRE LS TVAL ADRRISRESE T LW, 2%
RNV AT A—=FETTHRL, [H F)FF]DN=35-275 >~ | (Barbara
Grant) R X B EN TV D,
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BRI OFAERA2 S, VA RiFT—a v 8, FHICBRICAVDT7 S
YAZKATT AT EN L o T NYDEEE, T4 YT —XTH—FHOW
WCRET 2RV T, KT LIRS WVWE ZOMWET F ~ (Rob
Alan Mowbray Stevenson, 1847-1900) 7%, %% ZEMiEK 72 BITHA L 726
1876 4EFDHE, 22Tl 57275 vk X (=7 7=2—) —BRO—K T,
Feb DLk L RS ——& OFRED, VA ADFKDOBEEIDL LI
720 WA T4 7FKRY) ZAMBED 36 KDT A I ANKET, K7
DOMY EniEoiz,

WL 1T oK, 77y F—MEFN T2l ROFEFI 2 -
FAR=V ERWE L 72D, BE LA ZRD L WEIETAERL LN
ool WAL GEBRENLV), BFaAf FEedEnTwnies, #Hx
BENVAZAZTHLEERDBEIC L7z, IHEEY 7~ FZ7Y 7 b (Vandegrift)
7253, “Van de Grift’ Ef5 D &UFATZ, HAGIWMORIBRT, 5%
ANEAZ=FV ADIMMBRL > TWize BWEOE, K&K 00OH %
b, AMTHHIE LT VA R HRETE 07275 HRIEIOFH
HHEATY bT Y FANEDEKERELAT,

WA ZNIHEE 2 B ATZDS, PEORBRBIERFTIE R o7, LAL,
ENDT 7 = —DFLENEL TS L, BB 72, 1878
EOR, HRIET AV ANEY, FSEOFH X 257D iR K%
L R e B/

ZOENS, VA AFFEBIAEIZI) ME L I IR o7 o DI
il —1Z D15 ] (‘A Lodging for the Night,” 1877), [ AKH/NE D 1 v ] (‘Will
o’ the Mill,” 1978) 72 &1, 1877 4ERKICHE S N7z, 187844 H, [N
DFiR) (An Inland Voyage) 3L E N7z KA VTV v L 2D H X —
WHEL, "VF—BIU7 5 ADNREN %KL& X0fKERICHED
WA T TH Do RVT 1879 4E, [ikIZERIE 2 ] (Travels with a
Donkey) AT E N0 SHIFEF AT 4 ZEH/DTHNIEREE L b2,
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Sy VAWM ERBRLEFE L oL EOFTHL, T2, BTy -
HLLELTEEDOENS [ AA DT 1Z] (Virginibus Puerisque, 1881) %,
B/ NS %% [#7 7 € T7R&aE] (New Arabian Nights, 1877-80) H1®
BohoEMZE [a—e ] EiEhrony FrofgiicEmliz. oh
SOVERZE LT, [HEN MBI 2R 2 BRI AR D 55k
F AR S R, VA ZESCHICEH Sha k) k78

VIIL K & s

BAD LT, M4 ARBELAH BIRAZZD, M1 HEEDHLHH, 77
= OEFRFE Tz WRIZIEZ 0L AV T V=TT, WKL
TWBEDHMLEZ STz, KRHBFOIMS T, KANZLOREZH LY - T,
FTCEFMIWERT L LWL WE ANV =RV T 4 V2L 5T,
WA 2 LFH RIBEDEDPHPNTWSLDIZ, FHUIEEZIANTT, %
WRAMOMRANF VAT NDLDE, HEVICHMHELITHICEZ 2. L2
LIRBEIEE L, WA REWBICERAETFE2Z L2 00ndhbbZL 8T,
74 =75 (the SS Devonia) ® 2% LT F=—DME %4 -
TEML, A2y F I Y FDTIFAT=00=2—T =7 \AD ) RIIH
DABYAN

Wi, WS ATy by RCHERBAD [ES0WE] %
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W T 20123 11 AP o720 SOM, B Lz2st% 2 E
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Za2—F =7 TRLIRELDIZEL o720, LK@l idhiEn sk
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TWico AN FI iz, v IN=TI12HE, A4 4, £ 0574
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FLLLAFIMN LD o720 PN YEOKIE, &b ek
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THRWIVA AZIZOEL T2 721080, 6 HIR, A7 FAHITHE N
720 EBICTIAFIVF 2T, By F—IRZMBL, 27T, B
) R AR H 2 QXRS5 L0 o7z KREFRLRAHEE, D2Wwich
U7+ V=TIZHFE LIz 2200 H 27 A MREHATYH Y75 v X3
BT, 7)) =1lFeolze BV 750 V2P SMMALRLITT, o
EDZETEYTLV—IMETAIHMNORIZZZEDEFE, AT 7 7
= —DREOHFICBEIIAA T,
THRELXS5LTWALDIZ, HoORLEM ) RHH XA > Tz,
KIRIZAZDY L) LD, ARZTHELLELLZICATIZESHLLE
REEDIRETES TR oTWALELETHE 7] uf F—4k 11 %725
fr—d, FINCBlbNIZ VA 2 ZBEWHLTRHRERTV 5,0

WA ZDERER L 722D X9 ZgOWEEEE, 7 7 = — P Lo 5 IE
KNICRDON, HIFET L LTOXEN L o722 LIlLk > THhbh7z,
18804E 5 H 19 H, 51 ADBEAZTARANE LT, Hhilifi THilsX
BT e VA AEEE LTWT, FREHERSE - Tz, 7225, BH%E
WTL72AY) 742 V=T IHF O - TR, St > T loEz
I HFERS LIRS 72,

IX. Jadl

WA RZFEE LS/ T7 7 =—%ENT, X2y bT ¥ FIGb00N
YWY BN D LIC L7z, RV TREOBRICHRE, LTI/
[ERiEtk 23 #%] (The Pavilion on the Links) % 5C & €720 T E THH#H
BINOFERiI R ET, M4 A2 TTWD, BFENLRLELIZHSE W
bOTE Lotz INE—ESELDE, KEILLDEBRIZS72,

[4E 250 R FoEBE#HfEshz L]

BT TIUA RIS AL LI i, HEHECTHEEDS
ZENTEDL LI R,

MHOBEMIZK L TERLZDTH DA, 144, 188048 H, LA
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AT r=—tuaA Fe@EnTAYFy b - 0TIz &2, b
A AT A =TI VREEWESZHMEL, KEOPTHZ AN,

7205, 77 =— R IOROEERMOATHTH Y, KEAKRLIEARH
BWZ LITENTZ, VA ZOWBUL, ZD LI HRT A1) A TIEHL)FTO,
PE 2 ROBEMZ B R 51T IR TIE R D5 72,

WAHWHBIRIND Z b HoTze A4 FIZWE, [FHEOFFICL Tk
FFEVBB ETTTRl LEbh,

T/, [HEISF X, BAZBEIALCL DN 30X F
BERS7=01L, 77 = —DIARG BT T b TH S,

Ihed, WMLORFLHOANGFE DT WO BT T, AL OMR
LEEIN TV 72,

X. fniEeE

HOLMEZIL eod, VA ZDKHDTIZMEDLLTHLL %
Molze TITHMH/O NG, 11EOuAf F2HENRT, AL A - TILT
AP — M F T AhEH L, R AAD T LT LT

77 A DI T LMEI NV A A DRI E o T 7z2hs, HrEITIE# L T
WD o T, BOWELEDOLDIZ, GOV EL LI 3H o7 2FHD
A2, 772 —=DEAATLE o7, 188144 H, VA A XA
WL EREZICRDOLN, 75 Y AR THEANND? 572, 6 HZF 1
YNGR ST, VA AIHEBTRIEZH 4 28I L XET, Mke
ERIEB Z IG5 2 L1l %,

N=ZAyx—HOY =T ¥ a2 ) —DOFNFAT NI, AT
VI VRFBRIREMY I2o T IIEBDHNNDTN, w100
RBELROO LW o7z, 2T, D, RS I -2 5wz
FEEWL, 23y F7 Y FOREZER [RUT Yy v M) (Thrawn
Janet) #F\T2o RWT, Wil [X 1) — « xA ] (The Merry Men) %3 %
b7 S5IHM [PEREEEAN] (The Body-Snatcher) 1%, M5 F5EAK
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RWAT, BEFEAELHICIRM L CTERZ VL TAB 0 LT, [JEH/N]
(shilling shocker) ®D—HTH 5, DM, TF41 ¥NFKFEOPFH - B
WO (GEE250 K2 F) IIBEE L2, AERICHEDb 72, ¥
KOFAT, WHEINFEHED S ZEEHLDITH LT, VA ADHES
L7zDEbTh 9%z 09,

REZEMOED T, SHTNT 4 =V x—MOTLA 3 —=Ilm%2 B
L7z IEX DNV ETVICELEZOHDEWADH Y, 77 == 741 2

M) T RENRZAOREL L LB ITHHEIIR S TV L0E BN -Z &9
5o

WA AR [FE] 2EBXBO201%, 7L v—IEATH
DT Lotz ThTu A N5, BICHW2ZLEoMNIce v b &2/
LT, YBu, Moz v 2] (The Sea Cook) L EENT Wz, 158 % 15
HTHE LIF72s, Ehl, FELRKKEICHATH» 2, &) o5 % H
KDIZ, SHIZ 2B Do 725 THEEEZ 52 &) Z# I THE VTV S
725 L, ZOfEGIE 1881 4E 10 H2 S8 4E 1 HE T [##72H] (Young
Folks) &9 HMEREIZHE S L7z,

D FIEV A - F=F X (BLUOHETY TU—E) THAEHD, F
NS EROER T 5> » YIUN—LWH—KEDIT Y 7 THV,
EEDOBKW.E. AV =% EFNVIILE, LE3NTWD,

WA ZFFRIHFAR Y FIZETWT, #LDRTFHRES 7, BRehrikifE
DTV, FAMIHTHOR L 2200, MEEHsZ L bdH o7z, L
ML, BiZho TEIDPHL, WRADHDIE L Ho720T, BUIASL A
RSO THBE LAV OLE LML LI Lz, BldT LA ~v—, XI5 T+

WY L) BTG O 2 h T, L O RAE 7 ESAE O B2,
¥oEt%, [FEb0HDR] (4 Child’s Garden of Verses) \ZF Lo b 55
EENWTWVW o7,

ol AT, 12084 FBAY 7+ V=T TRIIANEZBLE®

ORI Z > CTnize Z% 32zl -1 K- F AKR= V4o
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BET 257+ AERIAT) L RIFSICHL, a4 Fidv A A0
Z/AMEFICLT, [HE#NZREE, ZoMt] (Moral Emblems and Other
Poems) % 181 R=—5 6 XY ZAF TOHHMKETHE L. VA A
EZORIZD 7275 T1ZLIF#EH ] (‘Not ') %2 T, KOLHITHEE
FELTWwb,

g L O N
WK 2235 Hol) 5
oz LRD %00 T
ZORPDNE L EL
W2 T 97Tl

WE B2 T

EEBE7- B0 2 RSO HESR
MDA A R X T > T

P THEDH LWL S DM
@O EHNHE D
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iz A THEY HE TN

ZI7E WERHENICE) LD
FIE & 58 A28
FIRIEE D 22\ 5 + AT
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WA ARG S e, THEFRACH A Lo wEREE] (‘A
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1882 4E 4, WA R T4 YNTITRo 7z 72, HObYE, L
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A ZFWLLEIML, BEHEETL L) ko7, 77213, FICHE
SNTT VT AR 72 etz 22 TERMEMHL, %Mvw%—
T OHHFICIH L2 RKIZH o L7z, 2612, RV f z—Lo
Wz, 2TV R EEOEICED D55, [Hvd2] (The Black
Arrow) ZHEEHEZ 720 1883 4F 12 HIZI%, [EE] SHATARICR Y, HFHE
TR, — VA ZMERE LToXF 2 28T, BENR%E
EERALZENTEL LI Ik oT

XI. 4279 v RIZER

S—a v XTIEMEBITL2HD, VA AORBEIREZIREL 225
Too ZZTI8R4MEIH, 4 V75V FTHBMABEOMERR— V< 2
DT Fh-FxA @D 61 FH (61 Alum Chine Road) 1B 0 1:E 2
LiZl, TZWCHEALZRE [ A7) 7+ —] (Skerryvore) & %2172,
WIEZORIIHLAD Y, BEZRAIIHE L, [TEHORDE] 13,
BRI TEEE SN, 18854E3 A X)L FifT &z, [M4E
4H, I79 &« Fv b—=] (Prince Otto) DA (@ r<r X<
HY V) R o 7

INEWITLT, 18543 H, L wAgEHRAY [FHh sh ]
(Kidnapped) %%, Meak [H5#H72H] ShidWe LT E o720 &, dillf
L7223, 1886 AEFRIZEHE L 2o NSLOBERITRIE, A2y FT Y FD
Tx aNA MEOEE 6 R R 1TSTAEICRE SN TW D, WHlE %
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DT, WIEMAMEZ NET 5,

1886 4E 1 HicHiZz [V —F il eng FIR] &, V1 ADX4%E &
SICED, TERE L COMMIIMHRET2 DIk o720 HHK, RITELE
W2 %EN, BIFEROTRKFEEE T2, CoTHR-TWT7 7 =—1F
Co DL TRE NS5, RIFFLETCVRDE LI ES20T, FER
D#EZ L7,

[EERTWALI I 7 72— o7 [BALVITRE, TIE5
LWEEolz, HBBD, EOBPFT—D2D AP LD AKIZED S
EVHEZ] R HARUC, BOMICHABEW ., B2 EH2VwT{N,
b, BomXERAT, AM—V—%2ERIELE %]

B, VA ZAZEHTA =) —%2FHE MR, 3 HE, BFHOM L E-
TWC, MR O N TV EETF 72 o7, #RIEZH LTHR EAS- 72
%, 77=—&uAf FIZHES LIFICHEA TH R 2.

(722l b2 RAELLTWDEb, THIIREENRILIENGL < 74
T, 7VvaY—%ok] 77 ==»MA7,

WA ZZRS T, ¥4 THEICRSEREBERORD P L7z, Th
POREWDEL, R0 3 HE»FT, 2fDA =Y —%EBE/NIL
LCHEHEL, HOEZA»> TH@mLAZE A, SEERIELLIRICAS
TNz 2005, HIIHERDOLDIZESIC6HEBZHRRL, F0H,
WA B R 2 %o 70 EERMT A2 LT, Y—F LD, FRIC
WERMIZES T2 20 DI, FrLwElEZo7, H—DAMTH Y %=H3
5, —AOANBHBEEK, HE, BB T, HOAMIIEDSL EwS 2
O/NFHOWRUE, HEOMBIZEVELEZHEL Y1 2 M) TEHRR O
2, BTG EHT S L) L RBZIFOES L7z,

COM, XFEWEBED P THRRENEREIAY ) — - V2 — A X
Thb, [mrr<r] ik (18844 12 A7) /NI 5y £ —
[ %2 H bk ] (‘A Humble Remonstrance’) 8L, VA A 13 EEH
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DWTERERD LT TR, NIRXFTY) v 7L, FAREROER
7o b ZFEEIC LT Em e b7,

1887 AE NV A ZFEFO LM ETHRIMZ B L, FWoOMEz B3 T
LEoZe SHITENI LI, SHAMZ T 1 N T 05, KH PR
NEEBICH> TWHE W HMSEDR, VA AF7 7 =—%#h T,
KEXTERIERT DT 7228, HORICE b~ 2AEERANT, B2 L
KBORNNE o720 VA RAREEERZT, =V RIRS7205, b
BRHGEAF) AR EIEDTEBLL OB kol LKL, W% i
NBZ LD A Y7 TV KRRy bF Y PO, WEEYH
WIEHFEDICHIEL, BBV ED 72N LTH 5,

18874E8 A, 77 =—, A N, ZLTHEhr L %2 o7z 58 D BB~ ¥ —
ZPEV, VA 2T A A MA o T, KIEEZ BT 2007 KA
b VFIEDARLZ LIZR ST, K, Oy RN T 4 Y AR O
RWEICHE 72L&, AV )= VA LARIZRNEYF - IR L, B
LWRADRINE FFIZR - THRize VA RAETRALTBROLENITFEA
o TdHoT, HEEZHO,

XIL. 7 A1) A~ &SRR

—RliFZ2—F—=2IZHFEVRE, W FFEOEBIIV= 2 —T =7l
HHT7T T4 vy y 7 ZIMRIZH», $5Fy 7 GUHETITVF) Ml
BEICRZAE D 720 KD OEEIDPMLL B, [imAFE T 40 EIZH %D,
A Y 7 BEDOWEDPH S TWD I L ExbHolze LA LIVA RIS Z B
L, [A27 ) 7F—X] (Scribner’s) 2, [EIZOWTOWE] (4 Chapter
of Dreams), [BH 0 ¥#H ] (The Lantern Bearers) 73 & D /N %383 L 72,
72, [BWR] (The Black Arrow) Z B L, /X7 ¥ b L —KOAkHK] (The
Master of Ballantrae ) \Z#F L7z,
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HIF v 7 ODREDOBDPNT T, VA AEFRITATESL CHWLRITRD,
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U F v RBEEEIICBTIEIC L, I888ECHI Y 7TV VR
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EORINVF-ZHREEEN, LTINS eI L, B, 77 —7
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BT AV F— Xkl L 3R Z o7, Sk T2 EMIzE BT
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WRELZBECRBINTIE 2o/ MO EOIMS I 7 F
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L AR, WATEHREIVVICEFELZEE, HIERIIEZT77=—0
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WARTH 4 AN ZIZET Wz —KIZTA FFOWEDOPHIZIE/E 5
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9] B FAoTw [NF ¥ LKk ICREOEL ANT
SERR STz,
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A4 % —77] (the Equator) ~DFMDBRE o720 VA ZADORH =T L v
M, ERoOSICRZSNT, TF1 N FD=2— - ¥y \gAH T L
2D, AL ANDNEENT 7 LYy T4 v - vy 2 I3RE SNz, Bl
WIEVA R, 77=—, a4 F, HEAOEHANT 7—DIEn, NIVOR
BAb o7z iHEY =— - ) =N, #% LIEZ#- 72 23 Robmak
BHR oo F WA= iEBO—2 75 ) ¥ ) EBTLIES L iz ik 7214,
—fHETF Y€ JEEOERTICH 5 7R~ EEICHEAE L7z
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The schoolmaster that there is in all men, to the despair of all girls
and most women, was now completely in possession of Archie. He had
passed a night of sermons; a day of reflection; he had come wound up
to do his duty; and the set mouth, which in him only betrayed the effort
of his will, to her seemed the expression of an averted heart. (486. T,
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——And here he remembered the schoolmaster again, and very
unwisely took to following wisdom. “The first thing that we must see
to, is that there shall be no scandal about, for my father’s sake. That

would ruin all; do ye no’ see that?” (487. T#, %E#)
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Kirstie was a little pleased, there had been some show of warmth
of sentiment in what Archie had said last. But the dull irritation still
persisted in her bosom; with the aboriginal instinct, having suffered

herself, she wished to make Archie suffer. (487)
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Synopsis

R. L. Stevenson:
A Rebel against Fatherly Morality

Katsuya Hiromoto

Soseki Natsume, a Japanese writer of the Meiji era (1867-1916),
had great respect for Robert Louis Stevenson, noticing ‘simplicity and
vigour’ as well as ‘rapidity and directness’ in his writings. For more than
a century, Stevenson has been popular with readers, with his strikingly
imaginative works being characterised by a lucid style and well planned
structure. However, our attention is drawn not only to his literature, but
also his extraordinary life. As a paradigm of a rebel against middle-class
surroundings, his life itself can be considered a topic for study. In this essay,
I should like to explore the way he led his life, referring to some of his
literary works.

Born on 13th November 1850 at 8 Howard Place, Edinburgh, he was the
only child of Thomas Stevenson, a civil engineer who designed lighthouses
and harbours, and Margaret Balfour, the daughter of a church minister
at Colinton, a village four miles from Edinburgh. Troubled by bronchial
illness, at the age of 2, Louis began to be nursed by Alison Cunningham,
a sturdy fisherman’s daughter aged 30 years old, who came from Fife.
The Stevensons moved to 1 Inverleith Terrace in 1853 and moved again,
four years later, to 17 Heriot Row in the New Town. After 18 months at

Edinburgh Academy, where Louis’s formal education began at the age of
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11, and a short stay at a boarding school in Middlesex, he attended Mr
Thompson’s institution in Frederick Street, Edinburgh.

From 1867, Louis often spent his holidays at the cottage that his family
rented at Swanston, on the outskirts of the city, and which they used for
the next 14 years, giving him the opportunity to ramble over the Pentland
Hills and wander far and wide. In the same year, he entered Edinburgh
University to study civil engineering with the aim of following in his father’
s footsteps. Absenting himself from classes and lectures that failed to ignite
his intellectual curiosity, he frequently explored the city and sought its
enjoyment.

He was inspired by the observation that the city had two different faces.
Whereas the New Town, where Stevenson’s home was located, was orderly
and respectable, the Old Town, with its dubious inns and the brothels in the
back alleys, looked squalid and even menacing.

Demolishing the argument that Louis at this time met a prostitute called
‘Claire’ whose real name was Kate Drummond and cherished affection for
her, J. C. Furnas (1952) insisted that ‘Claire’ was the pseudonym Louis gave
to Mrs Frances Sitwell, with whom Louis began a friendship around 1874.
However, Forbes Macgregor (1989) argues that ‘Claire’ was the daughter
of a blacksmith who lived in Swanston and passionately loved Louis.
Apparently, he still believes in the episode based on Katherine Osbourne’s
letter, cited in The True Stevenson by George Hellman (1925).

According to James S. Bennet’s note printed in Robert Louis Stevenson
(1969) by Compton Mackenzie, Louis’s unfinished novel, i.e. Weir of
Hermiston (1896), induces him to think of the days that Louis spent at
Swanston Cottage and observes that there are similarities between his stories
and his actual experience. Louis must have fallen in love with a certain

girl, who is called ‘Christina Elliot’ in the novel and who was part of the
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household at Buckstane Farmhouse, where Mrs Romanese entertained Louis
and his bohemian friend Sam Bough with tea and scones.

Mr Bennet’s remarks bring us to examine the setting and characters
depicted in Louis’s brief novel The Story of a Lie (1879), in which Esther,
the daughter of a bohemian painter, and Dick, the personification of the
author, develop a deep love for each other amid a moorland setting. Mr
Naseby, Dick’s father, a squire who resembles Adam Weir, the Justice-Clerk
in Weir of Hermiston, is reminiscent of Louis’s father Thomas, who believed
in the conventional moral values of the society of the time and was opposed
to his son’s marrying a girl of a different social status.

In my view, ‘Claire’ is representative of the girls Louis met and
developed relationships with during his youth, regardless of whether any
one of them actually bore that name.

Louis’s weak health allowed him to abandon the pursuit of his father’s
career and change courses to read law, but his ambition was to earn a living
from writing. After graduating from university, he left for an artists’ colony
at Grez, near Barbizon, where he met Fanny Osbourne, an American married
woman ten years older than him, whom he would eventually marry.

Until the end of life, his early life in Scotland lingered in Louis’s
consciousness, and provided him with the material for his major works,
most notably Weir of Hermiston. He could not shake off the memories of
his quarrels with his father, the sensuous joy he experienced with women,
and the dissociation of personality caused by a struggle between his tender
feelings and Victorian morality. When he started his career as a writer, he
produced The Story of a Lie, recollecting the affairs that he embarked upon
while at Swanston Cottage. In his last novel, he once again picked up this
theme and depicted similar characters. Sadly, the intensity of imagining and

reconstructing the emotions he had experienced in his youth dealt him a
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fatal blow, and he died of a sudden brain haemorrhage in Samoa in 1894.



