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Abstract

The Japan Unitarian Mission was in a crisis of getting no financial support from
American Unitarians any longer in late 1896. Then, Clay MacCauley, its
superintendent, went back to the U.S. in the next early spring to appeal to them. As
a result, he succeeded in persuading them to support the Mission again. His return
to Japan was, therefore, supposed to be a very happy one. But, in fact, he did not
have "the pleasantest kind of a homecoming", because he had scarcely landed
before he heard that he must leave his house as soon as possible. Fukuzawa had
been waiting simply for his return to get him out. Keio-gijuku was expanding fast
and needed the land on which his house stood, for dormitories to be built at once.
MacCauley was perplexed. He could find no available house. In his own words,
"Almost in despair | concluded to house myself for a time in our hall." Why was
Fukuzawa unwilling to supply another house to MacCauley? The answer was
simple: he had lost his interest in the Unitarians while MacCauley was away. The
letters the former superintendent, Arthur May Knapp, wrote to the A.U.A.(the
American Unitarian Association) in 1897 reveal what happened to Fukuzawa.
Knapp returned to Japan "almost exactly synchronous with MacCauley's
departure”. Fukuzawa welcomed him warmly. One of Knapp's letters tells us that
Fukuzawa took him into his confidence and regard more than ever. People called
him the second Dr. Simmons, because up to the time of his death the latter had
been for thirty-years Fukuzawa's most intimate friend and trusted counselor.
Fukuzawa had been contemplating changes in the organization of his university at
the time, and asked Knapp for his assistance in the matter. Knapp's radical plan
included the following ideas: that the institution would take upon itself an
international character seeking a close affiliation with like institutions in America,
and that the constitution would be altered so as to permit the appointment of
Knapp, and other Americans to be named by him, to the Board of Overseers.
Fukuzawa was pleased with his plan and talked of incorporating the Unitarian
seminary, Senshin-gakuin into Keio-gijuku. He was confident that the A.U.A. would
back up Knapp. As Knapp feared, however, his scheme could not be carried out
without the support of MacCauley, who was the representative of the A.U.A., since
Knapp had no official position. Unfortunately the two were on bad terms.
Consequently, the plan was not approved. Now we see why Fukuzawa was
disappointed in Knapp, MacCauley and the A.U.A.. Less than a year later
Fukuzawa had a stroke.
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Oct. 26th, 1895
Mr. George Batchelor,
Secretary of the American Unitarian Association,
Dear Sir:—In reply to your favour of Aug.23, 1895, I make following statements;
(1) The institution you speak of i.e. the American Unitarian Association of
Boston is highly valuable for the people of Japan “as it is now conducted”, and
I think there is not only no need of changing the method, pursued here at
present, of the Unitarian Association, but the only proper course will be in
more and more developing the very method. I deem it certain that there is need
of perfecting present moral theory and practice of Japan. Consequently
Christianity is quite as welcome as other forms of religion and especially
Unitarianism, because, if I understand it correctly, (a) although outgrowth of

Christianity, it is based on scientific principles and conducted by free inquiries
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and (b) it is free of theological bigotry; — these two characteristics are
especially attractive for the educated class of Japan.

(2) There has been no custom in Japan of making pecuniary contributions even for
the common educational institution, much less for the theological seminary.
Therefore Japanese must first become used to this custom, before “the
prospect of enlisting the financial support of” our “own citizens” being
realized, which means a course of time.

(3) The answer is implied in the preceding one ; i.e. You have to wait.

(4) As to some of the ways in which the institution can be made practically more
useful, I have had a talk with Mr.MacCauley of whom you may get
informations. I am sir,

Yours Very respectfully

Fukuzawa Yukichi per his son Ichitaro
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Synopsis

Why did Fukuzawa Yukichi lose his interest in the
Unitarians?
—Some new facts the letters of Arthur May Knapp
reveal—

Hiromasa Tsuchiya

The Japan Unitarian Mission was in a crisis of getting no financial
support from American Unitarians any longer in late 1896. Then, Clay
MacCauley, its superintendent, went back to the U.S. in the next early spring
to appeal to them. As a result, he succeeded in persuading them to support
the Mission again. His return to Japan was, therefore, supposed to be a very
happy one. But, in fact, he did not have “the pleasantest kind of a
homecoming”, because he had scarcely landed before he heard that he must
leave his house as soon as possible. Fukuzawa had been waiting simply for
his return to get him out. Keio-gijuku was expanding fast and needed the
land on which his house stood, for dormitories to be built at once.
MacCauley was perplexed. He could find no available house. In his own
words, “Almost in despair I concluded to house myself for a time in our
hall.”

Why was Fukuzawa unwilling to supply another house to MacCauley?
The answer was simple: he had lost his interest in the Unitarians while
MacCauley was away.

The letters the former superintendent, Arthur May Knapp, wrote to the
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A.U.A.(the American Unitarian Association) in 1897 reveal what happened
to Fukuzawa.

Knapp returned to Japan “almost exactly synchronous with
MacCauley’s departure”. Fukuzawa welcomed him warmly. One of Knapp's
letters tells us that Fukuzawa took him into his confidence and regard more
than ever. People called him the second Dr. Simmons, because up to the time
of his death the latter had been for thirty-years Fukuzawa's most intimate
friend and trusted counselor.

Fukuzawa had been contemplating changes in the organization of his
university at the time, and asked Knapp for his assistance in the matter.
Knapp’s radical plan included the following ideas: that the institution would
take upon itself an international character seeking a close affiliation with like
institutions in America, and that the constitution would be altered so as to
permit the appointment of Knapp, and other Americans to be named by him,
to the Board of Overseers. Fukuzawa was pleased with his plan and talked of
incorporating the Unitarian seminary, Senshin-gakuin into Keio-gijuku. He
was confident that the A.U.A. would back up Knapp.

As Knapp feared, however, his scheme could not be carried out without
the support of MacCauley, who was the representative of the A.U.A., since
Knapp had no official position. Unfortunately the two were on bad terms.
Consequently, the plan was not approved. Now we see why Fukuzawa was
disappointed in Knapp, MacCauley and the A.U.A..

Less than a year later Fukuzawa had a stroke.



