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King John and Matilda |28 T 5
Ea—0)% O

NETEA W T

ARy ZMCELrNBERIOBT, YarEEREADCLALLD
¥fEH 5, John Bale ® King Johan (1538-604E), {EBEAFHD The
Troublesome Raigne of King John (15914), Shakespeare ? King
John (1596%) & Robert Davenport ? King John and Matilda
(1628-34%) TH b, Baleldva vy T2 G 7T 057Xy Ml E &
LTHiE, 1 John Foxe 0 [FAEEFIE] (Book of Martyrs) 123
Ronb2FEHENOY s v FRICEL S, RILEKEZ2EEEL LTHZ 3
Polydore Virgil (33 3 > F 24#it¥ L 72#%, Raphael Holinshed {2Z#1 5
ZODRLBY s FREDOTeNTLE [HENEE] (Holinshed’s Chroni-
cles of England, Scotland and Ireland) TIEYD b\F, ##iT The Trou-
blesome Raigne % Shakespeare ) King John \2RKME N7z, TS0
mIBEDRMLEHESEERICLODD, 22Xl A L BEHEAE
BREDEDL Y IZNFNEELEBIEDOMBEICEEHIN TS, L L,
Davenport @ King John and Matilda i3, T OHEIZOWTHIZ{EE (2
DR B DFEPRONS, RITERIEIY s VEICBANTH RS VR T
WOFHEE LTORERERT B WA@Y, Vs FoARMELH
I T iz, FHUCHK L, King John and Matilda T3, ¥ a v FD=F 4
NET~OPELEIC L7 0y MZHEOKE, E0o—-BHE~DkRHE
RTN—=ARNEZDRBTDBIEE > RBHED, Va v FEMILT BT
BOBRBICEPNTEESI N TV S, b EINLOHREBIIMEE
7t - 72 Henry Chettle ¥ Anthony Munday #{Ei2 & 3 The Death of
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Robert Earl of Huntington (16014EHR) IZHPNTWBEHSTH L5,
ZZTiEZ A 6ld John Stow o [HEMGEE] (Amnals of England) #ECik
CRONDEIABELABRLLTOY 3 v E2MEHRTOIHEL-T
w72, Davenport 2 HICHAHITEIT-T, MRE b RITIER LD EY
5V a3y EREHLIEHEL TS,

PR & B

VarERBEME LIRATRIRZNLPEINIEHOREREMEK
L, FAFRCLI->THEZINTL WA, KECEZ o e R
Y, BEEBLEY, FRIOEELRL > T3, King Johan \28
W, John Bale st BIN(EHK 2R ITHkE >0z niz v a v EnT
D7 XEMABRBE LTOMETH Y, ENBEHERZHRLILHTE
5.1 —7, The Troublesome Raigne of King John |3, K% ¥+ 5
OMETHRINTEY), TLVeIRROL X)) ROFEHEHK, K7 b
Vw2 XK, BEBLEEREFITBEH LT oy 78e L TEENITS
n5.° WlE MEONEE, REE] 2 0BICRT, 200 [
DEIDFARIALZE T VB LI5HT 5.3 5 < The Troublesome
Raigne TI3EBELO—FHHZ BAHICA X)) A2 H—T2HM»R2EL,
ZDY) 0 Mo BB DREGEABRL - T 375, Kifi, 2HNLETRE
BHEEEYHTEELZ2IZ L)L LTWwE LI, FRHEBNE) P
Wit] 23726 FTL0NERTIEA WP E#E2 B, King JohnT, Shake-
speare I EDBEICHAALDD L, LEFI2ICHETLI XL, F
TERPBICHA Z L CHIMICY a L EDEEERHIGR, Va v EiA
HDFEDFEE %2 AR DEFIRLEKIC R % & \» ) Shakespeare O {3,
BEDBAANZEHNE L2 DB L2 0§75 2 L% SR 2% 2 v,
BEDHB LN -Z LT, MBNEYS -7z,

LFiehFE T EREOTLIFEEROMABREML T3, I
5%, MENBERD 5 WiEA ¥ ) RERECENEPTER—" -}
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Vo 7EICHELRRLT, varyEREBLAY, YarEEXFLREY
T AU RIS T2z, RIKEIZ, The Troublesome Raigne R° King John
T3, KB EDHEEI AR FIVRIGREI LR TII L » o701 ) R
KEDEMEZ R L T, EAMAMENEEBN—2 L » Tz, #EHIC
BrHLb0n, VarFEHOMNMBEITS 2 — 5 %24 & 5K
WCESTERLIVWERERZ2FE > TWDTH 5, EZHEAT LT
A X)) ANOFEHFMERATLHT, TOHLDERRBRILELND LT
EREE LW B7255, Zhicst L, King John and Matilda T3,
n—=-% M)y 278 LDORA L NI, ERNOBEDKILYEERIZH >N
5LZHIRBEN DD, ZOERDHEERERHII16284F 2 51634FTh
2%, TIREENFRELIEROBEIVRERL I, Thbb, Ya—
FUDEETH S, Ea—=)Z 3N T 4 =2+ 2HDICERICH T
%5, WELEEEEERDLATE2—) =L n) —DDEH)
CBRTAARERBIENTED, 1625FI2V 24 LX—MHHFT AT
F o =L ZX—MWHEMIL, ZHIALLE2 -2 DBARMLTEL,
Ea—l 2 i3 ) FXIEH SN ICHIBEZEHOOH - 7285, KED
BHOMIZZDBNZRESREIE LI LD LD 72, 16034FICY = 4
LAX—HHBEML L2, X2y b U FRERICHENTE 72V 21 4
ADENLEP L2 =) F L I3HICL 2HELRCCHFLLDOTH S
7, VA LX—HOTRBORITRERICKE CE S Lidhr o7z, £
DEI L T EoREICF v — NV X—HDEITH 2, B L RE* S
EF2E2—-) 8 Y RBEZOBECHAMLREREBUI20TWE, £
COERIBARL L THRQCBELYEC L) Th o7t LRI F»—1
AR—WEAIM) v Z7DER~NV VTS - 274 T EDFMBIZLY, 41 ¥
) AEBESZERE P GODF cu—" - A M) v ITROBHICHT IR
BOMTER, Fr— AV X—HE3#KGS XY REARZOEETH->2ITH
Eh, ko ER LERENIGEZE T« VT L -a— KA ) v 7/%
BREBALZD, Fr— A X—HOBLEKRIIC2L—-) 7 DS
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o, FHEMIZBZHE L TEEEZITHLE) £ 35 F v — L X LMK
BORICRZIBRZ 5B L DBHIES Y, R2IILI628F ITHEFFE 121
T2, BEVEBICHTI2ALOERLEBLED THAEEICY A
AL E, Fr—NXI3H22MEL, DRIFERE2EIE ﬁéﬂﬁ”,
Fo— NV ZXOEFNBOEDHEE 5, 2615, BERILLT, -k
16284z 1 > F v BIXER L HUNTE v 7 A7 + — FRERE, 163341
34 v 7)) —KREBIMEHEN S, KIIF+—NVXDOFBE LTiITEIL,

Ea—)Zr&2fMZTnwI)elioed, BaRREITH-, Thbb
16255 N F x — )V ADEML 2 FICKEIZE L B2 —) 8 v L DR ITORH
BUZTWIZDTH b, ZOHICH->TTHRIEZZOBHESRES EMbND
etk ol, I RESHKOED? HLEXH T EEE2BOTAS L,
Davenport 7D IEEL & FHENRE S T 25 L §5 ¥ 3 » ERpIC
BL2DLS %319, King John and Matilda T2, ¥ 3 v EDOFEEH
HW A IGEY) B S tev, &% % & Davenport H{ESAICHBST L 72
BREEED RATEROERD LD L 3P ICE L > TR L REI ENT
&5,

SO e A & 2

King John and Matilda ¥ #EDE| The Death of Robert Earl of
Huntington L DRV n#EB%E, BREBTLBROEIFICBIT 53
iZkD 72D TIFEXR L . King John and Matilde T3, BETY 3 v FoD
BRICHTLIRESDIEHRIEL 6N, OPE~NOEFE2HELL) &
LTWwBZEDRBRAINEDIIK LT, The Death of Robert Earl of
Huntington T2, $TVa L FOPTF4NIT~DREFEHIREIN, FlIk
ZEBNTHERLDELERIET L) ICWEHoLNE, COFENEN
&, Davenport ¥ 3 > EOMBS D IKIMT 2 HKICHESRE L TT
WARZ LIIFENITHY, FNE=TF - ANI~DFRR “ancient lib-
erties” 2RETILENOREICL VB -ENRTMEI L P TES, B
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B2bD) =T —=ThHod74 vV 7+r—F—3varFig, 2HEFUL
BBEOAHINELEE ).

Perform but the seal’d Covenants you are fled from,
The Charter running thus, given by our hand
The seventeenth day of June, and in the year

1215 (the whole Realm being sworn to't,) (1.3.110-13) ®

CCIHERVIC AN I ANSIE, BB DAHER L AHOR
BAMIEET 27:0D00DT, 27+« AVIBIMLDWIC L ZDENE, T
bbb, BElbEVa v FEizerF c ANIDFER®RI KDL LR
B I35 TI3% Vv, Albert H. Tricomi (32 DFIEHIZDOWT
DEBEMBEAXEL LTI F - ALSERT LD LR2D, S 20k
TIRLLA, YarErwnwd8Hb 74 v 7+ —F—DEETOMM & &
BIRDIREIN T DL ERBITIDVELHTH S, FRIEVED T2
PEMTL). RETREROREIIIY 3 v EWeTF - A2 icfebk
WIZEEREBELTY s YERMOKRBIGEZY, 203 4hizva v E
(33583, King John and Matilda T3, HIZICHIR EIFRAD RE L HEE
LENBIEERTL, CITHORTF - ANI~DERIIHR I 2B
REEZEBEVWRLNDTHEILIIHLLTH 5,

51T, 749V T —F—DENDBBEEFAL DDA 72HDHEFR
WZDWTERZBBHETHL I F - ANFHF AW ING,

there the King and Barrons
Met for discussion of conceiv’d wrongs,
And indeed not misconceiv’'d, our Houses, honours,
Our Fathers freedoms, the Lands ancient Liberties

(Unjustly to encrease some private Cofers)



Felt daily Diminution, there to Covenants drawn,
(Bearing the name and sence of Magna Charta,
Which many hundred years may be seen hereafter)

King John subscrib’d, we swore him fealty. (I1.4.110-118)

Tricomi (22D E 74 vV 7xr—5—» [FRREB/AOLTREL] %
Fo THaFEDINITOWTESTWBERSEY, T 2HUE=TF - AP
BIERRICHEE R LERETH ), CORPFBEINIACF+—1LZ
—H L BEDIBEIEE > LBEEFEL Ty, KBS & 3B
RIEIR 2 B - 7B VR OB 21T > o S0 BHE 2R L2, F&
HEOHBELREILLTBY, =7 F - ANSDOMMEMEELTWED
Tl B L A nres 5, [HEAM] (Liberties) »—oT
HY, RIS T A2EAFEEOHR LTI RBLRT, RELLIZ
JF e NSRBI E AT OTH D, R [HE
ZOWTERTENIZ, Va3 vy EDRBENOARM»LTHY, BAHITLS
NIAEFIEFMOR L2 WERY ) »H2 5,

—5 T, Tricomi 3B FEBUAENFZREZIZ 2REOER & v 5 BRI
HEEFIORICEZAFINTVAI EE2RDT WL, T/, BEl-bH
Va BB EEE LM THOREZFIELE LWL ORI AA DKL
BEDF v — VX —MWADEFFHIZT EHREZEHTE S EHERHT
3,8 CHHLEDEEIBEREMTFEL LTBRROBMLEEDS S &
WY L IFBRICEEC LA, SCTEALTBELVDIEIRH (“Cov-
enants”) “DERTH b, 74 v VI +—F—IBD7HDOHEF 28K
L) SEERHCTERT S (EESIAS [1.3.110], [IL4115]). 2H
DKW, Ea— U2 b ERLLBRTH-T, by idmsA
EDMDKIREBIR L Tz, BT IBEDOANEANLDRNE
RICLAWSLENS L) I2%->T w7z, Davenport 257 4 vy 7 & —
=T F c ANIDHEMN) TENEELEDLIDE, Fr—NVANK
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WICRMTBE2—) 7y OEEFFEHNOEMIABI L Tzl L 2H5
Picl, 256123, FLBEQLOMICFOBMICE U X2 HFL
TWIehb6TH A,

B HIZL > THBREDTFHEMEIIAICIIZC, FOWHITH -2,
T4 YT —F—I3, VarheT AT ~DERICHE A, BUA
DFEMEERB-TWBELTY, VarPETHAOIICHK) LwHIE
BERT LN, HLET, KEPVEHEICRS L), F20wdoH )
ET5DTH D, EDFHEE e s THEERE (“state-mice”) 12D
THhRRDD, 749V x—F—3VaryRIZFE)PIT S,

This troubl’d us, and griev’d the body Politique,

And this we sought to mend ; I tell truth John, I,

We are thy friends John, and if ye take from friendship
The liberty of modest admonition,

Ye leave no mark whereby to distinguish it

From the fawning passion of a Dog-base flattery ; (1.3.77-82)

BiEBIE, AL ERIFEGREZIR) &L, BELEE AN THGZIT
IBRELFELEATVS, EXFEDL ) CHEEZEITLTOIPHEKR
BLEZDDNLIE, 7497 +—F—I3BRICELAEINIAKER
(B S 14] (the body Politique) ICBEE2EML, ELWEHRKIE
FIERTHNE2BLEAZLE2RATINTH 5,

/2, COEREFr—NA—HORBEL - T, HHLBIRZHL
#EDT 2 P —ARE - FIZHTEHRAL L >TwE), 22T,
T4 YT A==k ) —F =T EHEBELEYVa L EDRENEID
BlOBIEERNHRITUTIEIHE L, Fr— VXL HBELTEL
Fa—) oo b\ OWIEBLLOMMOBRPR LT 5, King John
and Matilda D% Davenport (32— % v Tho12, 7 L) HFRx—



24

i, Yz LXMW ERF-RREIRD, Fv— )V XEITITHBE DT
HEZTIDEHEBLTHEODL VI LB TR L EoT2, FD LD
e REDH T King John and Matilda %3 \>72 Davenport DE 2L, &
BDT 9y JRAT7+— FMER D574 v V74— —DEEIZHRLZLHT
&5,

Tell John, quoth he, (and frown’d)
That here at Baynards Castle, we intend
A settled stay for private reformations
Of conceiv’d injuries, which by the peace

The King made with us, were not thoroughly search’d, (1.1.9-13)

WHEEIT) L, TR ) FRAFOFRPHE2L—) F o FERLT
WELDTHE, YVar K4y b ¥F7MEI[ELWBEEEKDL LN
FINERBTAPHEETOL-L VR EER] THELEHELTY
2,0 HENT7 4 vy xr—%—I2 kB “private reformations” ~DE
K, Davenport "REEELHLEZHFNEF r— N X—HDOELBERIC
ENFL-1 -8 v SBRRRICERDOETHE~DHFERLL
LOTHY, 72, BoEEE L TREOY 3 YV EOBLICHEIEL T
LOTH 5,

2T A4 NI DIEHSEL LD

Martin Butler (3163003 ) FRRAFAND /) ZF NV =12k 5T
Foxe @ [FEEFIE] IS ER - 2RI BAICER I N LT 5,
wido—= A b))y 7BOEH EF » —NX—HDKELEERHDOET
R 2RI, King John and Matilda DESL%E R THY, Foxe DEfEIC
Ronbo—-HEOMEHICRE TV a v EomrBfik3nizy ot
BLTW 5B, FESIC Davenport 3V a v FEna—= - A L) 7H~D
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R EHIAY, Th23-oTLT7e TRy FOBRIFREbILTWS
LRAEZLIEITEZIWL, £, ZO—HBROAMWY) EIFTERDOEHK L
S5 XITEZ W, L LE, BT 7y s VIdTEEHEK, FE
2T ANTDMMDET ) ZHLICETLTOIPLTH S, FIDTH
CEBETEERESBENOANHERL, WE~OWRAZE), 2F2ALT
B bORELTIET L, BIOBETIE, YarED?T4NLIT~DA
EHRMBLELELNICL L) LERT IENEEICL TS b, &
iz, BloEHE2RTeTFANVT LY a v ELORRIERORILL ED
IICHBLDOPERTBILEYDH D,

Carole Levini3, VavEr=T A NVFOBRRERORBEBLTH
0, ¥EELBRTH B0, FRPFAORETH B2 O TITH L VM
R BT 3,2 —%, King John and Matilda %% Joyce O. Davis {2,
2 FANTEVa Y ESETIEHLTRLARRORBEIEHL T b,
Davis (ZEBIID ORI L L XNV TORILODEZ Vs Y EITKHT, 2%
v 0 —AEHMRBED LA H B L 2 EICRH IS L THIELIE
JEENBBERALY, TORATIICT A VT DOMBOEE> 512
HENZLW, YVarFRAeT4 T EE) BADIiT#H% “passion” D0
ZEHMTEY, vFA4NFTIEY s v ED “passion” DHRTIEH T
LNEWLDHEH L, 2T, PTANTOFEREILE-TAH LI, =
FANTIZETOEREFLILDICIFART L L2V E W) REBIZEWY
AN b, WELIR, & Baynard's Castle I2#kiF72 2 & 2 H05F 5705,
COWERDITENZEAZEED b LITAALETITIIE L2 Wit & 2 TH
LIEHNTED, DFD, PFANTDOLT 4 v T x—F—FHbEL
BGRRENF EE0EEE, EMEEET LT 28EM L 2RIICERT
DOV TFANTZDOTH L, FRICKHL, YVaryFzEZ2EITTIHEK
rRMICLE) L, BIERBAL W,

Oh, my Matilda, if power or policy
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May get thee once more in these arms, I will hazard

Even to a kingdom for thee; (1.4.45-47)

BERICH 2MEE, BELDWIOZMEANT, Eraicins»d L
Nxwya Y EOLER, Fr— N X—HOHEHBEZHEEs, SOE
BliCYa v oo —RKEDNHEH S L 7DEIICEERT 55, #F
Va ryERNELZED I HNTr —wHEICHE) T &i2l, X7
FREE2ELRT (141-14), CnL &, KEBHDO 74 vV T7+—5—
HEADLYE, FOTHIIELZENLLNIEEE .

Do not peruse it John, though thou and we
Have had some bickerings, yet let me counsel thee,

This is my Countries Cause. (I1.4.24-6)

2T, TRMLTRETH) Rt nEBrREoo, EEF500
274wV 74— —3ENDEFSETNL VY, 74 vV T7r—F—id
va v Eon—wKA~OMite, Fitks [HAR] EEEh 0k
% RS

So, so, now we must suffer
The Kingdoms ancient Liberties, Land, lives,
And all to run the course that he shall steere,

Good heaven that I werd dear, what do I here. (11.4.85-88)

[HHEM) ~OS RIS, HiEOB The Death of Robert Earl of Hunting-
o (BT IR B b DTh D, 27+ - AN F TIRIES NI [HE ]

PRATIERDOMERN?, Tt ) icfELFEEIZESZ LI, King
John and Matilda O PEREIADS, BEPF + — NV X —H ISR FRE %
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TTo2RRICEL B, HEWIL, ZOEMIKEDPHIIATHHEILE
BT 5 LB, BUEROBUFEROEFICH - LE2RTLDT
HbHI,

éf,:@vayftﬁﬁt%®~ﬁmF%E¥Jéb&émgﬁ,w
BEDSCEF =N X—HEBLEONREDSCHTHOHN L) 27-%T 5
L% blE, VarEEeTFANFTOBRIE, FREFITLTFr—N X
—HDOHERIR) 2DV RVTEICLTRELZLDERLI LN TES,
VarvERBFIRLUPLTWeT A NTELVLAZTLES L5, VA
TOMRRE L THERICEERMER G2 5 0-HRIE, T T 40572
AEiZzHHRIEEHENG LD D, 56, HEITBIAN - E8vE
REELLOTE LW LERNT LI ENTEL, hEZRDO A S
77— LTHWLNALVA T, CITReTANTEHNET S0
LTHEEELTWS, B2P2HlTAZIEERELZTEL T 2F»—
A—nLEEVa y FlicERD LW, A MY v 70BRE2EY ANL/2A
) AEBESEEXFTLEFr— N X—ftL, Ea—) 2o 2REB2 DR
FHOREDNEEN Y a v ELTFAATDANDBURICSE LTS
LRBIENTED, Xbi, [HAM] 2EA L 2RLEORA, S R
L YavErer A AT OBIRIC LT [HAM] OHES L ¥0E
ZOBRAHEE B E N, 16294 516404E 121 TOMBEF + — L X—
HEBEINAE ZIORIOBBITREINTHEDTH S,

EIAHT, BHDANERDETN—IARANL ZFDFDOEBICIE, 75
FrABFICLUPRARALHZ 2L LEARADRTFRHLTHELET S
ZEi2E-TL 72683, The Death of Robert Earl of Huntington |2
il ZoWKkEIR, King John and Matilda T3, B bEEH & S0
TWwd 9572, METIEYVa v EOFRITEIN 7TV FPZAZ2BLAD
375, BETHE, YarFRIAR7I 0 FIc®iEhb 723 T ADRSE
~NDEEIZE G, LELLds, THOZEY — FOEOERIZEC, BiE
TREBEERTIZEY - FELTHAAZNTIZN S, ZADEM
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WCEEPEPNT, 2FE L TIERFDBAIBENDIZH LT, RETIEE
OB R THHEL LT THEENT WS, 772 FARACEA
AN EBELEN, S L2HEPAMETFEEICELLDL LV
13, BICV a v EFCPTANLITNDBLEFELELA TR LA, 1RIC
FBOEEELICEL TRELRCIEDFIRLEE-TWE, T4 bb,
VarvEDNCTANT~NOHMBESLEREL L VHHICTrUErLE LT
DIZNFZVNVIZEPNIZLNTH Y, ENRIEKRD=T 4 VT DRIKEH
BLBOY 7« 7V— XD EHE “This parallels my Mother and my
Brother” (V.2.115) Cd o6 TH R, 77 FHHIIY s v Enwx
ZUHTTANTCEERIBAZL LTHUEBSEL, Yo7 -7V —X
EDRNI) THEIZE B2 tEZ2 RE 50D, Bk 2@ FDEIT
EhLBBHOLANHE L TEINTVEDY, VarEDfTANIEES %
TETAHFETHEILLTHH,

F72, ZANDERIEIS The Death of Robert Earl of Huntington T35
RENBicrEFEH, HLLNE I W7, King John and Matilda T
BZAR7I L FITBT A b0 5 e HA U TRITANAGEITRE
NS (4F1B)., 753V FId7 L —2RAIRBAICL B 2 & 2K
BELH LT, BRARZZITNIIBBRER > THIFE» b2 &3
CELH, FV—RRANZFINEZHSEET S (3F1H)., EenEHk
ZBEZEA L ZEMZHOHEICEIEZITIANL Z LIITE L VHY
THY, THIBRITCT A VIHE L DREEE 272 IO IS
LTWL, 7Vv—2ZRADT7 5 v FOFBEIELAVBEALEE LA %
BT MM, 2T ANSTDOREBETICEHL, £F, Ea-Ygrn
BLWEMDSH Y H2RBT 20D L) IcBbild, Thbb, O
FOBEIZ, =T AN, TV—ARANEFDEFORBRTIE2—Y ¥
VHEERF L ZFNIIRT BV a v EET T L FOLEEAMBIICH X B TR
Hz#H-Twn3,

BT, WaolkARELbIWDE L LTz T A NT L, La—i—}D



King John and Matilda i2B 35 E2—) 8 DS 29
HFLMIIERT, FrE—ChHhLHEERICEP ), YarEiRT74 v
A= —LHBELT, AFNVEREEELT=T 1 VT 2REITHR &
JEHET B L (IV365-70), 74 vV 7 +—2—I3R%EHHFL TEE
bEEain, YarEomErRKkE-22Y, VarEroEERED 5,
BLCIBIELELBR LN E G TRvTANTE, T4V 71—
& —I3Z B,

She is married
To the Kings Master, oh to the noblest King
Poore supplicant ever kneel’d to, to your King,

And her King, and to my King she’s married ;
This, this was chaste Matilda’s Marriage day. (V.1.83-92)

T & DO#EBETIE%L {, Kings Master=## & D #EIE %2 B A IR~ DBLAE (L,
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the King now looks
Upon his passions with a displeased eye,

Trust to our faiths sir, give the Land her Liberties,
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And do but look upon my poor Matilda. (V.3.66-69)
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Let my wild errors, tell to time this truth;
Whil’st passion holds the Helm, Reason and Honour
Do suffer wrack ; but they saile safe and cleer,

Who constantly by Virtues Compasse steer. (v.3.208-211)
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Synopsis

Features of Puritanism in
King John and Matilda

Naoko Komachiya

Robert Davenport’s King John and Matilda may be seen as sites of
friction between Charles I and Parliament. Departing from his source
play, Anthony Munday and Henry Chettle’s The Death of Robert Earl
of Huntington, Davenport shows his own critique of dominant princi-
ples of puritans, as well as a central problem in the increasing intrusion
of parliamentary ideas into the Stuart court. Unlike the authors of
other King John plays such as John Bale’s King Johan, the anonymous
play, The Troublesome Raigne of King John, and Shakespeare’s King
John, Davenport questions the regime of King John, and hence the
contemporary rule of Charles I. Because in Stuart England Puritanism
became a larger movement than that in Tudor England, the question of
parliamentary ideals based on the principle of Puritanism is important
to both Charles I and Parliament. In the depiction of King John’s
struggles with the barons, Davenport reveals such topical problems.
The barons in the play aim for the reformation, and repeatedly plead
the king for the importance of liberties guaranteed by the Magna Carta.

In explaining the rights of their own, barons refer to the importance of
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covenants, which is the core of puritans’ idea of direct relationship with
God. Also, the play closes with harmonious concord between reason and
religious mind when King John is guided with the martyrdom of the
heroine, Matilda, who is praised for her marriage to God. Displaying
puritans’ two important features—covenants and reason, and thereby
easing pressures within the government, Davenport suggests resolutions
to the troubled England. Thus, the problem of growing parliamentary
authority in the reign of Charles I can be provisionally resolved in the
play by displacing the king’s folly and then presenting the ideal of the

social order based on puritans’ viewpoint.



