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Abstract

The English poetry of the First World War can be divided into two periods. Rupert
Brooke, Julian Grenfell and Charles Hamilton Sorley belong to the early period,
beginning with the outbreak of the War in 1914 and extending to the Battle of the
Somme in 1916. Wilfred Owen and Isaac Rosenberg are some of the poets who
represent the later period from 1916 to 1918. In this paper, | tried to consider the
poetic works of Brooke and Grenfell, particularly in terms of the earth and death.
Brooke suggests that when a soldier dies on a foreign battlefield, he becomes a
body of his native land, a part of English territory by returning to the earth, because
even if it is foreign, it is the earth where lies dead his dust which has been
produced by England. On the other hand, for Grenfell death brings a new life to the
man who fights and dies, and through his deed he can take part in the increase
and proliferation of the natural world. In other words, according to Brooke, the
richness of the earth is given by England, while Grenfell tells us that the man must
fight in order to win thenatural power of increase by himself. Brooke and Grenfell
are different from each other in their image of the earth and death. But both of
them have an old and romantic view of the war on the basis of the earlier wars.
The desperate efforts to bridge the gap between a romantic war and an actual one
are to be left to the other war poets.
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RN BD [FE] & [Rik] (1)

Brooke & Grenfell 2 2D\WT——

RN S ¢

WEIZBWT, B RKHFRMIZETCNLFALHICER L2280
Bl EZNFEFThPro7, BMEFEAIP I TS, EHEESHELLTE
LD THED LRBANZOESFITBM L2 b, FOELER
THH9. 2NLFIDF Ku A V8L, BN E2EREFOMMHEE £
ZNELRBLTWARIEIEEZ, RRENVZ)VITESE L L LI, FE LT
BEEANCISTELNZLDOTH-T2, TREEHLIEBMAZEEZAA
TSERIC BT 2BH O KRB IT 2 ) A OIS TH - 258, &
NICHEAPEREP P DL EW) 2 L3>, TOEKT, F—Kit
AR ERIZL > TENETHRRLAEZ LD WREFEOMETH - 72
L2254,

191448 AT F - 2 B — KRR (T, BANIIMHATH O IR EHR S 1 70 4%
DEEANLD LR LN, FOHENT ) AT AEE TIRIIREHN DL TH S
EVIDWREDTRTH-72, LIL, BALERIELY), FNILH
LFRIZIC L ofe, TRE DEBEZRAALE, WORTEEmiwit
RHBEO 2EEENEBERMICRALTLE) JLiThk b,

OB NG VS EFEL LTE N, EEOWHO S
i3, 19164V » 4JIl (the Somme) DY Z#EHEE L THIMA L 230 &
D52 T EDHEFHTH 54, Sassoon, Owen, Blunden, Rosen-
berg L W 2FHALIIBRMICEL, BlICEETN 20040 2 TH
Y E¥' % Brooke & Grenfell D _ADEE A, B LU Sorley THh 5, 4H
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SAFCTRORIF LA L S HTRERLT WS, L Larb, 5
PREWRIZBWTHZ BIEE 5 DY, ERIOFHEROPIZEN LS
A TWERL LTV rREBAIC L > TREZ0TH S, UTFIEBnT,
[BE] & [K#] DA RXA—=VICELDHERER) DD, THENOERFF
AERET B EITED, o 0IEE LERO—MERLPIZLTAS
Z Xzl 2vy,

I

DI, HEROEIH ) L LT, Rupert Brooke » D #EEY
Fy b 1914 Sonmets D 6, b L <MH5NTWw5 “The Soldier’ &
IRy P VERY EFTALZEIZLL S,

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.
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72 & 254 (soldier) 722 BAVREDHTIEAS (de) & LT,
ZFZI3EETH B, L s, ZOMIIKEIEAIZBFDORAEIFEA T
T e TIRBGHRIIZP 12, FEE VI ERRRTT 4 T b0 LEU20»
Twizt (earth, dust) D4 x =i, KEDKMOIKS & DEE %54
DL EIE > THBILINTRY T4 T DIZiE{L3N, FEIdRL T
RELLDTIIEL, D0LAB»EORBEL D, 29 LTEADAMKE,
el ZHEE RSN CEBICIBC TR LI LD, 22 TENErA L
ChBZEiZE-T, ARICEENANEK, ThbbREDHEIND—EE L
5NDTH b,

N &L, VR Yy PVIZEN S TEIPN/2Y F y MV ‘The Dead’ ) .
FTTTIRERIN T2, RXEFDDLDODOHIZZZ [FE] L) EHESR
RT3 TELZWY, Z2DFAL PVIZE o TEEIRINTWEI L
2, WOTHEBTLETLHWIETH S,

These hearts were woven of human joys and cares,
Washed marvellously with sorrow, swift to mirth.
The years had given them kindness. Dawn was theirs,

And sunset, and the colours of the earth
These had seen movement, and heard music; known
Slumber and waking; loved; gone proudly friended;
Felt the quick stir of wonder; sat alone;

Touched flowers and furs and cheeks. All this is ended.

There are waters blown by changing winds to laughter
And lit by the rich skies, all day. And after,

Frost, with a gesture, stays the waves that dance
And wandering loveliness. He leaves a white

Unbroken glory, a gathered radiance,



A width, a shining peace, under the night

Bk A 4T84 (octave) Tl, BEFHAIBIT L7 HADE LD,
WY (seen, heard, felt, touched) & X1E# 1Y (joys, cares, sorrow,
mirth) B LTELNTWS,

ROFNATHES] (sestet) T3, FEDFhNLE & HIT, 29 Lo HEKRIE
Kb e&HlF, #5613 ESHSNT (gathered), REDSROMEE L7 5,
Brooke ®E 9 %% (glory) #8ik> MH X ] 1213, BRICEFONKE LS
% Grenfell DFFEBIC A% ¥ BN L AFHIZEL Stk v,

ZOB%DBHOBNITEEHRT 54 6IF, TITHELSNTWS [FE]
KRRV COVREBRFFETHLLEDLI 2B, #EEV A v b
DEPNIZLEEORTE V) LNEEZ D% 6, 2L $EHEP LA
CEThHT,

Rughy MO &E D BF L L T4 F 7z Brooke (1887-1915) (3, ¥
DEpDH HFRITHE, £ TRHHOEITB T L7EEFOHEICBWTY
M2 7 HdaFRE R BIE L, 19064E 2 Cambridge K2 King’s College 1
HEA TV B, FIZLRFOIFENZMBAO—ANLHI N, FohlE, ZE
DFEWB L CICEB L, Fo42r - BRI LT LWL Ry
Tntz, BMIOFHEIFIIIIF IR S 1, 1912481 Edward Marsh & 3£
IZ Georgian Poetry %# W T 25FHEH%Z LT3, 29 L2iGE#EHAVHE2
oTa—wy skRERFNLY, FREHMTIEH 5H, Cambridge
1243 £\ Grantchester D IHWARRTEE ICHEA S Z & b H o7z, 191341
T AV« AT FREHTEEANDORHBRICHEFEL Tw a8, F 32K
Ak L 8 ) REVETHICZ DD HIRET 5,

SHICKEAENHET 5 &, WMIIRFEFRNDORANL LIRITT A 7K
(the Artist’s Rifles) (2 2%, FEOMAITEES 72d iz Z 2 %R <,
9F Iz, B ¥EEKE Winston Churchill #5424k L T AL~ HERELIC
K2 2/T, NWF—JWAOKREMHT >~ b7 =T ORBIEEICSMT 5



[$1]

BEFAHD [FE] & (Rl (1)
LODORKIKDH->T WS,
OGO, Brooke 3¥kEIC & AKBES DL LT, BB D
BRLHBEREEETLL00, BHIFIEFLAYRAAIRELINE I LITR
otz MPLHEL T2 1914 LEEENTHESDY 2y b DED
7 ) A2 ARIREAR R ICER S B, FH19154F4H, KBREEWT bz
o Gallipoli (Z1@% ) SP TCREDRIMEEIZ 22D, 13X A K EREBER
FTR2ZEDHVEEHRIEL TS

II

Brooke L[ UHIBHOMSEFHFAN & L THORBEEZ M L6 L, »wD
DD E T BRI % DA% Julian Grenfell (1888-1915) TH 5,

%12 Desborough BB 2 LBOEH & LT, Brooke LV %~
BENTEINAKIL, AR—VHFETH DL LERRC, MERZIZLT
BRERHE LV, TNEEFELZHNOUEN D - 72, i, Ve —VH
EMOTWED/N b T v TH 72 Marsh »50 & F v DOER TG ICHES
LTWhFrH5FA - BER - BRERZLDOVEDIZEZ LTz LE
Z5NTw5, $£5T, Grenfell ¥ Brooke ? 472 1) #5 Marsh # 4~ L
TEIHTHE > TVl W) R ZTETHZ LIITE L, FAL
LThFReICETN A5 D, Grenfell (ZBE NI Y 720 &) BRWEHE
PETENT, KEHEEE 5 NETERID19104F 1K ZHE B (Royal Dra-
goons) ICABKLTwW3, BEKIIRMA ~ FIRERBRI N, RicT 7212
B#L, REBOFHIFEE & ICREICRS &) 2HE o b, 1914410712
77 AR E, BELERPEREOTTHEEICED S &, Grenfell (3 F
AVEIHBRIZZ > Z N BUHF-T, TR SELEHERLCEE
bPNTW3ET, 29 LAREIC L ) RBREEC EZ 0L bEh, BE
EREENTwS, 191545 H, g@tfhza ) —ERIZ LI, #ong
JESHIZH S LD D Z &k 52— “Into Battle” #SFKSE TITHES
n, FOFHBFEOWMIELFERICREZINIDER L BD The Times #iC
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B S N7z, Brooke 29RET 5B L F2— s ABINI L TH 72,

Brooke & Grenfell ® 2 D3ED H Y K25, [FE] Lkt 2HEDA
A—VDBEERDLLTWREDLERX L. HBHWIE, WHED [FE] A
A—VDMBFZENEFNDOFEEHLE L TWEEES72IE ) L VIIRET
B

The naked earth is warm with spring,
And with green grass and bursting trees

Leans to the sun’s gaze glorying,
And quivers in the sunny breeze;

And life is colour and warmth and light,
And a striving evermore for these;

And he is dead who will not fight;

And who dies fighting has increase.

The fighting man shall from the sun

Take warmth, and life from the glowing earth;
Speed with the light-foot wind to run,

And with the trees to newer birth;
And find, when fighting shall be done,

Great rest, and fullness after dearth.

All the bright company of Heaven
Hold him in their high comradeship,

The Dog-Star, and the Sisters Seven,
Orion’s Belt and sworded hip.

The woodland trees that stand together,
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They stand to him each one a friend;
They gently speak in the windy weather;
They guide to valley. and ridge’s end.

The kestrel hovering by day,
And the little owls that call by night,
Bid him be swift and keen as they,

As keen of ear, as swift of sight.

The blackbird sings to him, ‘Brother, brother,
If this be the last song you shall sing,
Sing well, for you may not sing another;

Brother, sing.’

In dreary, doubtful, waiting hours,
Before the brazen frenzy starts,
The horses show him nobler powers;

O patient eyes, courageous hearts!

And when burning moment breaks,

And all things else are out of mind,
And only joy of battle takes

Him by the throat, and make him blind,

Through joy and blindness he shall know,
Not caring much to know, that still

Nor lead nor steel shall reach him, so
That it be not the Destined Will.



The thundering line of battle stands,
And in the air death moans and sings;
But Day shall clasp him with strong hands,
And Night shall fold him in soft wings

BE—E LB THEIZER LD, Grenfelli2k > T [3E] oFE®KE [K
Hil D4 A=VEBHKLTASLI LITL 2,

DEFTLNDAEL (naked) Kb (earth) #%, F (spring) DN &
EbIT, REZIRITAKE (sun) DIRZE L % 21 TRRDEAK (grass,
trees) ITBBbLN L, T, RICESE0—MDH, BRIz L CBARD
St bDRE L% b, ZREMKRC, BNELICLE L INIRED,
ZIUTHIE LW EREMW /b IZELTELNS, Z0RELIE, T4hbb
N7 (kestrel) DBFES, 770w (owls) HDEHL, H (horse)
DEBNTH B, BHETIE, NLDERLEM LIS LZE L 22
JT, Ktid, 3B (death) #ZEHTHIHEFEZ LIFTWAHEHNEE &
HHARBDOH T, MBIOE > K~k (into battle) ZEA L TIT<,

CCTHE—HEBETHIIKHOTHEZIELTAS % 5(1E, Grenfell 12k -
T, LT WEHEIZPEDBRIZB W TIEAIZREIZH 5 (dead) D
TH-T, o THEs (dies) #HiF, ZOWBITHZ R L T, K] i
Lo THREZINZHBRROBIE (increase) I2HTH Y, [k#tt] » 64
WMEZITRLZ EWTELDT,

I

FTTIERLZ LT, Y3 v MV “The Soldier’ 1234 T Brooke (2
B AMTHEICEY) 2Tz, £2TEH H] FEEATH- T,
KEAE L THETIER S LIIREDRKETH 50720, Z0RKEH <
FTH (R 2EAECREEHICEI>TEZONLLDTH D,

—7%, Grenfell DE ) WIE L (3, G H6NERELDTIIRL, HH 2
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CE->THOLBLIMENEF 244 (newer birth) TH b, - T,
ZITEY) L2 A A (fighting man) 13, 3T LLIEEANTH B0
Fidwv, FRERAVYATH->TErEbhnwI bich?d, Z2ICHH

DMBEER T IEHNTELIEL Y,

L L7%ads, ZOWBARIZE, BEEANTH 72 Grenfell B &
AL F AR (cavalry) 12, E5HICE D & 61F, FALIBIOIEHR
TRy T4y 7 Bl (chivalry) R ICHKHE T 28+ (war-
rior) AT EHDTLH b, #L T, chivalry 257 F » Z5ED cheval
(%) 12, cavalry »54 #) PED cavallo (B) CFNFNHKT L LD
THE LV BEREZ 224 51E, FAd, HRELY->TLYNYL
WEBIRTREIIN TE L LTolt « BIRIEI» L oo W LIidAs
»T®H %, Brooke ¥\ 72, ®NE RO IFEM L BB D F 72—
RHINLDTH-72Z L2 I ITRVEILTAS 613, IHEKKE L7
Fbffr GHHTE LD 5728w MIZBLTHZRIEL T2 LE2
37259,

s, witRor o2 e LTRALA, P BWTIdE LD, %

FERICBATRBEORROMBEL L TERB2EHITHCN, 4F2
Grenfell iIZ L > TZDBM D L I Lo r LTEEI NS, £—
RREEZTZEE LTEA I BT 2 EROBEEERERTZL25 7
ICHIHEZ 5 & LTwiz,

Brooke & Grenfell 7%, [E] ICL > THMINI—BH LML ER%
BATTREN L A 5, BEFRBICOLPEEREHE LT [F v
71 12E o TRESN D LEREFNDEHL L -2 2 DEEDITEKE E
CETERMLTW 2R, RbrRITELF 2w ETHS, LirL,
(B &> THEBMEND, u~vrT4 v 7 2BBHtRE, [F07] L
G EOMBFIC L > THIRICHBM L RFEMR L nBEEL2MH L) LT 5L
TEDENIL, MOBFFHANLHICL > TRIFPWIN T Vo722 LIZFEET
Hb, : (mX)
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Synopsis

The Imagery of the Earth
and Death in War Poetry (1)

——Rupert Brooke and Julian Grenfell—

Kenji Adachi

The English poetry of the First World War can be divided into
two periods. Rupert Brooke, Julian Grenfell and Charles Hamilton
Sorley belong to the early period, beginning with the outbreak of
the War in 1914 and extending to the Battle of the Somme in 1916.
Wilfred Owen and Isaac Rosenberg are some of the poets who
represent the later period from 1916 to 1918.

In this paper, I tried to consider the poetic works of Brooke and
Grenfell, particularly in terms of the earth and death.

Brooke suggests that when a soldier dies on a foreign battlefield,
he becomes a body of his native land, a part of English territory by
returning to the earth, because even if it is foreign, it is the earth
where lies dead his dust which has been produced by England. On
the other hand, for Grenfell death brings a new life to the man who
fights and dies, and through his deed he can take part in the
increase and proliferation of the natural world. In other words,
according to Brooke, the richness of the earth is given by England,

while Grenfell tells us that the man must fight in order to win the
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natural power of increase by himself.

Brooke and Grenfell are different from each other in their image
of the earth and death. But both of them have an old and romantic
view of the war on the basis of the earlier wars. The desperate
efforts to bridge the gap between a romantic war and an actual one

are to be left to the other war poets.



