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The merchants and craftsmen appear in the history of Japan approximately eight
hundred years ago. The Ohmi (Goshu) merchants who emerge in the area currently
known as Shiga Prefecture, also started commercial activities in the same period.
Typical Ohmi merchants emerged during the early modern era . They placed their
headquarters in Ohmi and established their branches throughout Japan.

In this paper, I examined background of emergence of typical Ohmi merchants. In
this endeavor, I paid special attention to their social foundation, such as the functions of
merchants’ association as well as the roles of business magnates who started their
activities as peddling merchants, which I found important. I shed light on the
importance of moral and financial support of predecessors extended to their juniors
from their home town who strive for success in business practices, with some concrete

evidences.
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