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This article explores that the MITI’s rationalization guidance to small coal mines played
a major role in its overall policy for rationalizing coal industry in postwar Japan. Its
main measures were to increase the yield of coal by setting up coal washers rather than
mining machines and to expand the transportation capacity. Despite financial and
technological difficulties, some small mines that followed this guidance managed to
survive. Therefore, it can be said that this policy, by controlling the pace and scale of
mine closure, successfully mitigated the worst effects of mine closure on the economy

and society.
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