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Entrepreneurial Activities Based on Family Alliances

in the Kansai Region during Modern Japan

Satoru Nakanishi

Abstract: This article discusses the industrialization of Japan’s Kansai region by tracing
the interconnectedness of Osakan merchants during the early modern period, the merchant
class that emerged in the city during the modernization process, and entrepreneurship in the
wider Kansai area. It primarily focuses on the alliances forged through matrimony between
Osakan merchants and entrepreneurs in the Kansai area. At that time, as marital relationships
overlapped and personal relationships became closer, the complexity of family groups deepened,
and joint management of businesses became more widespread. This study identifies these close
matrimonial relationships as family alliances. The family alliance functioned as a safety net
for entrepreneurial activities by reducing the risk of bankruptcy and allowing multiple family
members to become stable shareholders.
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Sogyo Hyakunenshi, Osaka Shosen Mitsui Sempaku Kabushiki Kaisha, 1985]

FAEREL - AR - LI [t 0 B 2 Tt b & SR ME— it - EIERAT R AT
) JJk#EE, 2022 4. [Hasebe, Hiroshi, Takahashi, Motoyasu, and Yamauchi, Futoshi eds., Kinsei
Nihon niokeru Shijo Keizatka to Kyodosei: Kinsei Uedaryo Kamishiojiri-mura no Sogo Kenkyu 11,
Tosuishobo, 2022]

EHAE [HWERHEHR O &EAER] (BUR—3m EABATE 0WESE & st s —rAF ol
ER/NER] FNELCEE, 2021 4£). [Hamada, Takayuki, “Kyu-ryogaesho Osadake no Shobun to
Konishike” (lizuka, Kazuyuki ed., Kindai Iko-ki no Shuzo-gyo to Chiiki Shakai: Itami no Shuzoka
Konishike, Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 2021)]

AL B OE BMERE SR [LmE  seBJIOREE] 5 3 50/ - BUUE, w8 R AL
1, 2014 4F, [Higashiomishishi Notogawa no Rekishi Henshu-iinkai ed., Higashiomishishi Notogawa
no Rekishi, vol. 3 Kindai, Gendai-hen, Shigaken Higashiomishi, 2014]

FRENIEY v & — i [BEIEZEAAALIR] 25 4 %, BENEZREL, 1986 4F. [Fukuzawa Kenkyu Center ed., Keio
Gijuku Nyushacho, vol. 4, Keio Gijuku, 1986]

wIEERE TR - KIE - & A & 2 EER HIERGEE, 2 LT NAR] S FE N FE %,
2016 4F, [Furukawa, Hiroyasu ed., Megji, Taisho, Showa wo Ikita Jitsugyoka: Furukawa Tetsujiro,
soshite Toyosato Shogakko, Koeki Zaidan Hojin Fuyokai, 2016]

I—RES R SAL TR TR ERE] (EA0 7 EM0 IH—FESRRN A4, 1932 45 [Yamaichi Shoken
Kabushiki Kaisha Chosa-bu ed., Kabushiki Shasai Nenkan (Showa T-nen ver.), Yamaichi Shoken
Kabushiki Kaisha, 1932]

M - R [HARERSE RS 85 1~3-5-6-8-9- 1112 14~16 %, HI#F, 1988~
89 4F, [Yui, Tsunehiko and Asano, Toshimitsu eds., Nihon Zenkoku Shogaisha Yakuin-roku, vol.1-3,
5,6, 8,9, 11, 12, 14-16, Kashiwa Shobo, 1988-89]
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FA1 3~18 4, BAERE [#EemR ] GkHRCE, KHKE) o [“Sokanjomoto-cho” (Eidake Monjo, Eidake
7o), 1928-1943

KIE 10 4 [#hEICR] Ok SCE, AR, 7RESREHREZED) | "Sokanjomoto-cho” (Eidake
Monjo, Eidake Zo, Nara-kenritsu Tosho Joho-kan Kitaku), 1921]

WG 32 4F [HaE GEHHAT) )] ORBERCE, KHERE, ZEEVHEERMFEZEE o [“Nisshi: Yoshino
Ginko” (Eidake Monjo, Eidake Zo, Nara-kenritsu Tosho Joho-kan Kitaku), 1899]
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