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Marx and Engels’ Theory of Ancient Matrilineal Society:
A Study Based on Sudo’s (1989) Theory of Micronesian Society

Hiroshi Onishi”

Abstract: Marx and Engels, who wanted to relativize the family system in capitalism, as-
sumed the existence of an ancient matriarchal society based on Morgan’s Ancient Society. In
reality, very different types of marriage system from the existing one have beeen discovered
in the world. However, there exist several discrepancies between the family system that was
discovered and the one they assumed. Therefore, the two should be identified and theoretically
explained. To this end, this paper introduces and examines the matrilineal society of Micronesia
as documented by Sudo (1989) and identifies its historical materialist significance.

In conclusion, this paper argues that the principle of family relations has historically evolved
from the “reproduction of life” to the “production of material.” The weakening of the ma-
triarchal principle is also underway in Micronesia. This is a result of the transition from a
society of large groups based on communal productive forces to one in which individual labor
predominates.
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