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The “Empire of Charity” of Meiji Japan:
The Relationship between Public Relief and Charity

*
Yusaku Matsuzawa

Abstract: The Empire of Charity by Shusaku Kanazawa describes the uniqueness of modern
Britain, where charity organizations have developed extensively and diversely. It is also a
reflection on the current state of the social welfare system. From this perspective, I compare
this British uniqueness with Japanese relief and charity during the Meiji period. This study’s
finding reveals the following: the quantitative scale of private charity in Japan is smaller than
that in Britain, the government prefers to organize private charity, and the Poor Laws in Britain
were mentioned as a kind of bad precedent for policymakers during the Meiji period.
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