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Engels’ Theory of State Formation
and the Ancient History of Japan

Shozo Iwanaga "

Abstract: Engels presented two distinct and independent theories of state formation in
Anti-Dihring and in The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State. The latter of
the two models seems more appropriate. Although Engels did not mention East Asia in his
works, the state formation of Japan can also be explained through the latter theory as changes
of structures of kinship and state formation were deeply connected in this region. In addition
to the comprehensive issues related to state formation, this article also examines conceptual
aspects such as factors influencing the formation of social structures, and probes whether kinship

frameworks of prestate societies function as influencing factors.
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