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Wood Sources and Forestry Wealthy Individuals

in Modern Japan
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Abstract: This research analyzed the creation of wood resources in modern Japan, com-
paring the features of each wood resource and the movement of wealthy individuals within
the forestry industry. In doing so, this paper illuminates the particular characteristics of the
industrialization of forestry in modern Japan, and explores how forestry managers adopted a
modified Yoshino afforestation method in the management of forest resources. The value that
the original Yoshino afforestation method added to lumber forests through-regular time inter-
vals for gestation with a long cutting down period—did not spread, but a more versatile forestry
method that increased capital turnover with a short cutting down period took root. In this

way, forestry became profitable in modern Japan, leading to increased environmental damage.
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