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The Past, Present and Future
of Waste Management and Recycling in Japan

Eiji Hosoda "

Abstract: Japan has been developing a nationwide waste management system since the
Meiji period. After the Second World War, Japan implemented a modern waste management
system based on incineration; however, the subsequent rapid economic growth resulted in a
commensurate increase in waste. Although this problem was partly solved by promoting waste
incineration and recycling, because sustainable and circulative use of resources had not been
completed, the fundamental problem remained unsolved. To overcome the double-bind con-
straint that comes from the “peak-out” of natural resources and a lack of available landfill area,
a well-designed institutional infrastructure needs to be developed and implemented to ensure

sustainable and circulative use of resources.
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