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Elections of Village Soviets and Rural Communists
in Russia (1924-1927):

Preconditions for Collectivization of Agriculture

Hiroshi Okuda

Abstract: The October Plenum (1924) of the Central Committee, demanding the liquidation
of the remnants of “War Communism,” resolved that non-party peasant activists should be
promoted to the leading posts of local Soviets. It was the cassation of the 1924 election results
during the winter of 1924-1925 that led to the “Revitalization of the Soviets.” The abrupt
change in the government authorities and the Party’s tactics either bewildered or dissatisfied
the local rural Communists who occupied administrative salaried posts in the countryside.
This article describes how the Party practically abolished the policy of “Revitalization of the
Soviets” and how this led to the preservation of the arbitrary and violent approach to ruling
the peasantry up until the years of collectivization.
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