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Do Unequal Societies Have More Pushy Parents?

The Economics of Parenting Style

Fabrizio Zilibotti "

Abstract: In psychology, an idea of different parenting styles of authoritarian, permissive,
and authoritative, has been used. An authoritarian parent expect children to follow the rules
without discussion and punishes disobedience, a permissive parent lets children decide every-
thing, and an authoritative parent allows the child to make decisions but tries to influence them.
In this lecture, Professor Zilibotti proposes and tests a theory where economic conditions de-
termine which parenting style will be adopted by a parent: he shows that in many countries
the trend of increasing economic inequality with a high return on human capital has led to
the explosion of an intense authoritative parenting pushing children into economic success. In
countries with lower inequality like Japan parents are more permissive. Professor Zilibotti
shows that the evidence from international data of the World Values Survey is consistent with
the theory.

Key words: Family altruism, human capital, inequality, intergenerational preference trans-

mission, parenting style, paternalism, world values survey

JEL Classifications: D10, J10, O10

This lecture transcription is a Japanese translation of the Keio Economic Society Lecture given
by Professor Fabrizio Zilibotti (today at Yale University) on December 24, 2015. The lecture was
based on his joint research with Matthias Doepke that was later published as “Parenting with
Style: Altruism and Paternalism in Intergenerational Preference Transmission” by Economet-
rica in 2017 (Vol. 85, Issue 5, pp. 1331-1371) and that will be covered in their book in preparation
for Princeton University Press (expected publication in the fall 2018).
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X714 K1 Time use for Childcare of Parents: United States
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X741 K2 Time use for Childcare of Parents: Netherlands
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ZXZ4 K3 Time use for Childcare of Parents: Spain
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2741 K 4 |Intensive parenting affects test scores

PISA Scores and Parenting
South Korea
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Source: PISA 2012

Parenting is classified as intensive when parents:

- discuss with teacher on own initiative,

- discuss child" s wellbeing at school at least once or twice a week,
- simply talk with child at least once or twice a week,

- discuss performance math at least once or twice a week.

TRUE FOR ALL COUNTRIES FOR WHICH INFORMATION IS
AVAILABLE
(NOT ONLY KOREA, JAPAN IS NOT AVAILABLE)
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X714 K5 Activities with children affect test scores
PISA Scores and Parenting
70
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Source: PISA 2009

Average effect on PISA scores across 15 countries, controlling for

country fixed effects
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274 K6 The Economics of Parenting Styles

In economics, we use utility functions and budget constraints to figure out the optimal choices of
individuals. Example
— two consumption goods, ¢; and ¢y at prices p; and po

— and income (money) m

A typical problem:

max{cy, ca} U(cy, ¢2) subject to piey + paca =m

We (sometimes) separate the utility function in two utility functions, one for each good:
Uler,c2) = u(er) + Pu(c2)

This is useful for inter-temporal decisions, e.g. consumption today and consumption tomorrow

ZLTHMB &) T L2V T, ¥y TV RREFN BRI TE L CAhAwERnE T, #&
FEFETHIUL, H#THIRLIEDPHL L) LB TELTALVERNET, A7 4 F6 TIEH)
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274 K7 The Economics of Parenting Styles

However, we can also have other objects inside the utility function:
Consider a child (CH) deciding between study effort today (e) and future success as an adult (s)
UCH:MCH(T _ e) + BCHUCH(S)

PA

Parents derive utility from their own success s74% and from their children's utility

UPAR:uPAR(SPAR)+/1UCH:uP(sP)+A[uCH(T_e)+I3CHuCH(8)]

If parents are paternalistic, they judge their children's success with their own discount factor
ﬁPAR > f)CH

UPAR:uPAR(SPAR) +/1UCH:uPAR(8PAR) +A[UCH(T—6)+ ﬁPARuCH(S)]
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271K 8
High inequality === intensive parenting
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2714 K9
High inequality === intensive parenting
High GINI =P low emphasis on «independence»
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High inequality === intensive parenting
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ZXZ4 K11 Principal Components of Parenting Values

Principal Component 1 2 3 4
Loading on Independence 0.55 -0.19 0.79 —-0.17
Loading on Imagination 0.58 0.24 -0.18 0.75
Loading on Hard Work —0.58 -0.15 0.51 0.62
Loading on Thrift =0.13 0.94 0.28 =0.13
Percent of Variance Explained 0.64 0.26 0.07 0.03
Correlation with Gini Coefficent —0.69 -0.07 0.17 0.52
274 K12
High inequality === intensive parenting
High GINI =) low «principal component» (summary measure)
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ZXZ4 K13 Recent Trend in Parenting, Canada versus United States (Ramey and Ramey 2010)
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2741 K14 Recent Trend in Spanking in United States by Education
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X274 K15 Parenting style and parents’ education in the UK

Parent’s education and Parenting style
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Classification of parenting style follows Chan and Koo (2011)

274 K16 Parenting style and parents’ occupation in the UK

Parenting style and socio-economic class
O authoritative W authoritarian [ permissive
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Classification of parenting style follows Chan and Koo (2011)
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224 K17 Parenting style and parents’ occupation in the UK
Share of upward mobile youth by parenting style

permissive 24.8
authoritarian ‘ 30.2
authoritative ‘ 31.6
20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34

Classification of parenting style follows Chan and Koo (2011)
Upward mobility is observed if the child ends up in a higher

(Golthrope-7) socio-economic class than her parents

EERDZENTEE T, RERNZBIZ, 3-OSMLRRE R IOV THELTY, L&
BEPFHIC Lo Th o L AN 5, B LD DHAWIT LD EVH I FHHIEE TV B & v ) i
RiZoTwET, MATERNLZTECOLADVEITLLEER500 LtEtA, HDWVITHOY
RERML w2 20o0b LEtA, EVIVHLHTHL L, MRERNZTFETCHEZNLS L
W LML LNEE A,

FNTIE, 2AZFHFLDICAsTVEVERWES, LLEMNICZ20 LILEFATNE
b, SOFETCONY =, HDWVIEIL Y FPFROMZICED L) ITHELRITTONE V)
CLIZOWTTY, TAVARIT -y /N TOREFEICEYE LA, MY - ETrT 40 [21 ik
DER] R EDORYPH Y 9, BEDBIIZIER L TWE LY BIFTCwET, BUAMAEZ A b
HoTEETHAL, BELZWADD ) TTIUINED, ZRIEEHFLITERL ) ZAETIEZW
ERWET,

T, FA72EDGMBIELWETIUIE ) LD TL &9 Do FA2HEDHHATRIEL TV 5 DI,
AT THRFBETCUINAVALZEBICL > TIThbITwa, Lad, EEOFEFETEIT)#H
EHBERKELRELCT, BifbELT, ZREfT) TENTELHTHL L) TEATRBINTY
9,

AL ADEEIIE, FLT ) a7 27 FAVETIHEINTW L EROAFRERSH ) £ LT,
COFBRICEHTELLHICHVP L) FHIEDOZ L2 R—F LET, TIUTERKRES0% &V
IRBTT . ZLTC, LVEVEEEZZTCWL2HEITHOZLE2MTLIENTEETL, KE
KEAENFETHILUEAATEEZ ZVEVI L)L bDTT,

AEZ B Do WHWHLRBHMS, ZLTHZIER. D. 78y b+ 24 (R. D. Putnam) O
DOERLBY ETTIINED, EDOWMIRICE D ET L, TAHIIBWTEH20d 2o brie s -
TWao TLTWAWA LAy L=, ZNPLEBHZRITERLEAL WAL, 1950 A0
L BD R > TnhH &, 78y bFAIZE Y T3 &, 1950 ST 72 B A5 1k

—— 50 (410) —



TWieA 7y MIBEDOL D EUTWE, s, AW GHAIHE > TV B RETOTtD
178, 50 FRIZEDRFEDO BTV ziFh e b, SRV I TETWwh, ZLTED L) Bk
ETEPRETZTTVLD0, EDLHBRA Ty baETHBRETZIT T 5DH, 50 FLIE
W —72 0 72DIZ5RED>TETVWDLEE>TwET, ZLTC, HREINHNFE SR DAFEICD
Lo TWnWL, ZLTC, ZNVHOCFHM R AN AL > T LIV, REENS S L LAFE
HEARB LT, FLTCT 9= I RV FTREA VTV TRTECETALILDNTEL, £
IV 722 ENRTERVALZLIE, EVALL B> TV EWIREEPIERTLEFE-oTVET,

CODE)BANZALDDHDEDONE ) Do TIIBORVEEL Do LIFEHEZ LT, ZLTENIC
FHLUTHAETLUENIHLTL L) HITKELH/NL L) LT272FTERL, BERORTPE
WZOWTEDEHTERETL L),
FRTRFOLLDEVERWE T, THTDAI AN, EDLIBRATANVERIDNPE V)
Tl TNFVAVAZEHNH ) FFTIINEDL, BENAZHEEICI s THRIIN VTS, £ L
THPFETCDOAY A N—TIUIEHNIEA TV 2D TIE R, —HITEERICEATH S
DL ILNFHATNE S —ERAMEREZHEL CTFECAI A VEEATV S, TIHD, VT4
TADPRFROBIEIHE ) FHICH L TR T LH1CE V) T x5 Ty v aleroiz, FA
2HEOWMROFTNTFMRIZH ST v 22 L T0HEVHIZED, ZOO00 LNEFTA, FEiE
77— OECD #E»SH ) FFIINE D, F/FT7T7 4 7ERTOIDE ) BEZHE—HE
LTWw3 X9 TY,

ENDOwEIL, FFE, TMULOA YTV THTETCAI AN, THIEMBEBRIZO RN ST
BBV D B0 TLT, WINSHRLIRPPHEIIOLRYPDLTEEDNHLEEZEZTVET,

ER: LHEETTHETCRAY A NVEHGR A8 RO 3 DI251F5E 2055, BflEO
BUIFEHRE TV — VI 2 L 2RO TRIRIEE E1T 50 AEROBULFITTRTE HHEIZHR
HEED, MEMOBIITDHERT A ERFTHTICEEL G52 XD L35, VUKRY 71 8%
ED L) BRBEFMTHNEDTETCAIANVERAT 02 RET A0 COHGG TS LR
ET D, WIZL L DEA TOMEIL, RESTFEOILKE 21U L) KE R ANEROINIEE
LY, TORBURIOIZOZA v 7 v TREBRBEOTECAY A IV RAT A HAEIEIC
WZTWALZEERT, HAD L) ITRBFENEFES BN S VETIEHIZD - LAEHNTH S,
VR T BRI FERAE O EERN 77— 5 5 BRI B A R EIR R A2 R LTV b

F—7— R FREAMBER, AEAR, AFE REBEFRE, THETRAY ML, Xy —F )X
L, TS B B A

— 51 (411) —



777V 1%« YUKy T+« (Fabrizio Zilibotti) 3% BEE

1994 4 Ry - 77 77 RFEMHEIE 1997 F~1999 4 [ KRFdEHIz

1999 4 A b 7BV AR EAFZER 2001 4£~2002 4 [/ KRS

2002 4:~2003 2 =7 —v T4 - ALy Y -BY Y

2003 4£~2006 4 A v 7 )b A KSR

2006 F~2017 4 F 2 —) v L RFHIZEHEHIZ

2017 i~ A T— VR HEEHIZ

E

Song, Zheng, Kjetil Storesletten, and Fabrizio Zilibotti, 2011. “Growing Like China,” American
Economic Review, 101(1): 196-233.

Matthias Doepke and Fabrizio Zilibotti, 2008. “Occupational Choice and the Spirit of Capitalism,”
The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123(2): T47-793.

Matthias Doepke and Fabrizio Zilibotti, 2017. “Parenting with Style: Altrusim and Paternalism in

Inegenerational Preference Transmission,” Econometrica, 85(5): 1331-1371.

H AR 22
RIEEFR

— 52 (412) —



