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Reconsidering the Decline of the Salt Industry in
Colonial Bengal

Sayako Kanda "

Abstract: The article examines Bengal’s “deindustrialization” from the 1750s to
the 1850s. It first reviews the recent works by Indrajit Ray who introduced a novel
micro/industry-wise approach to examine the issue and shows how he explained the de-
cline of Bengal industries by using the salt industry as a case study, which was thought to
be destroyed following an influx of English salt. It then demonstrates an alternative cause of
the decline of the industry. While Ray emphasizes the government’s discriminatory policies
against Bengal salt, an alternative view attaches significant importance to the changes in
the domestic salt market that influenced the government’s policy making.
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RN B 5 R EE ORI T 5 %@, LIZLIE BT (deindustrialization) |
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TBATEALoII | & %2 b, — @@ & > CRELEETHD.
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(1) FENE, MHESRZ BREA  F—WH - BA - A F) AW, ¥ Fat—] (BHERFHM
&, 2017 4R), flia 1 2.

(2)  deindustrialization (&, [T3EbDIT] 2 [TENMDFZE] ERENTVWEEEDLH LD, T2
T T E VW REE HT/2o 2B, post-industrial d HARFETIIH TELERENL5EDDH
B8 Blz2iE, MIE SR YY), BRIIRR S,

(3) Indrajit Ray, “Imperial Policy and the Decline of the Bengal Salt Industry under Colonial
Rule: An Episode in the ‘De-industrialisation’ Process”, Indian Economic and Social History
Review, 38-2, 2001, pp.181-205. A ¥V AEAEEFIZ L 2HHEE WO I TIE, MR OFEA %
FEHFEREFY M 1901 FOEETHER L C»% (Romesh Dutt, The Economic History of India
under Early British Rule, vol.1, London: Keagon Paul. Trench, Trubner & Co.. 1901),

(4)  Indrajit Ray, Bengal Industries and the British Industrial Revolution (1757-1857), (Rout-
ledge: Abingdon and New York, 2014).
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%%mﬂ?glOib,%I%%%%ADKﬁbéﬂﬁ%ﬁ$ﬁwﬁémﬁTfu%h&w&wi

10

DTH5bo

(5)  Ray, Bengal Industries, pp.4-15. T &b N DV E D, KETIE T TAHIT T2 BE %
FRL T2,

(6) Ray, Bengal Industries, p.4.

(1) Zx2&iUE, ZHUE, N.AVETO%E 1 DEHRTH L, 6213, [H2EOEGOMFZES BT
LRI 7Y = 7 OKT B LV F 7 EEN B 28 ARG OGO 2RSS D, 20
KR, RAMIGE % 41 S 5 72O B Z) 12 B0 B libE 2 R T 5 1 IEREE S 23 LoD 51K
f&] TH5 & $ 5%, Nicholas Kaldor, “Comment”, in F. T. Blackaby (ed.), De-industrialisation
(London: Heinemann, 1979), pp.18-25.

(8) A.K. Bagchi, “Some Characteristics of Industrial Growth in India”, Economic and Political
Weekly, 10-5/7, 1975, pp.157—-164; “De-industrialisation in India in the Nineteenth Century:
Some Theoretical Implications”, Journal of Development Studies, 12-2, 1976, pp.135—64.

(9)  J. Krishnamurthy, “De-industrialisation Revisited”, Economic and Political Weekly, 11-26,
1976, pp.964-67. NI F 2 FEET L AME LT, R. Fa v MIFIDPEAEINT VDS, F3 v Y
YT, NI FOFEREBIEL, NNP 72 EERFFES TS L > TLZ2WIZHINT 2 &) &0
ZNTFO () VA Lz A L7z T3Ebd UL 3 SRMEFFHIAE L A OT, BHIZESR
L, WL EIZLZ2VIZINSDTRTOEEGIMRT$4 2 L THD L) (R. Chattopadhyay,
“De-industrialisation in India Reconsidered”, Economic and Political Weekly, 10-12, 1975,
pp.523-31),
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L AR BRI 2 OMRIES 2 £ LT b,

ST ORTEEORER, T. 041k 2R A EE L7 b OTH L, 0415, BTHLE 450
AT BERThH D LR LS ADDGEE R, (1) EHEEND 2 MR TIER L7, (2)

(10) 27 70—FL LT, EEDZ )Y FLAIAL T4 )T LAY VO MEZERET VMo 72
DM SN T VD, ibid, BT E RIED SREENOTERE) & EFRT Lo B DRI
T RE 72 REEW) & B AT REZR S B L AGET U, EEERO A T EFEICOR, EARITEE
FORIHHES NG =), FEIIEMIERBEIT 2, L72h3o T, ZHEMIIMERMITHTTIHIC L o Tk
F5L0w)bDTHb, D. Clingingsmith and J. G. Williamson, “ Decindustrialization in 18th
and 19th Century India: Mughal Decline, Climate Shocks and British Industrial Ascent”,
Exploration in Economic History, 45-3, 2007, pp.209-34. =B, ZIHGIHLTWEDIE, »»1th
DI —F 7 - R—73— (“Mughal Decline, Climate Change, and Britain’s Industrial Ascent: An
Integrated Approach on India’s 18th and 19th Century Deindustrialisation”, NBER Working
Paper, n0.11730, 2005) TH %,

(11) Morris D. Morris, “Towards a Reinterpretation of Nineteenth-Century Indian Economic His-
tory”, Indian Economic and Social History Review, 5-1, 1968, pp.1-17; Colin Simmons, “De-
industrialisation, Industrialisation, and the Indian Economy, c.1850-1947”, Modern Asian
Studies, 19-3, 1985, pp.593—-622; Peter Robb, “British Rule and Indian ‘Improvement’”, Eco-
nomic History Review, second series, 34-3, 1981, pp.507-23.

(12) Robb, “British Rule”, p.520.

(13) Tirthanker Roy, “De-industrialisation: Alternative View”, Economic and Political Weekly,
35-17, 2000, pp.1142-47.
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PVREETII R CEFIHHIN 2O, FTERPREDOMEHS LA Lz 29 LTREOAEENIE
L {fKTF L72s Tapan Raychaudhuri, “Non-Agricultural Production: Mughal India”, in T.
Raychaudhuri (ed.), The Cambridge Economic History of India, vol.I: ¢.1200—¢c.1750 (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982); C. A. Bayly, Rupers, Townsmen, and Bazaars:
North Indian Society in the Age of British Expansion, 1770-1870 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1983).
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(17) A. G. Frank, Dependent Accumulation and Underdevelopment (London: Macmillan, 1978).
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(18) Dadabhai Naoroji, Poverty and Un-British Rule in India (Delhi: Government of India
Publications, 1962, first publised in 1871).
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India (London: Fisher Unwin, 1901); Brooks Adams, The Law of Civilization and Decay: An
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