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The Experience of the Japanese Coal Mining Industry
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the industrial adjustment policies adopted by MITI (Min-
istry of International Trade and Industry) toward the Japanese coal mining industry during
the high growth era (1950s—60s), focusing on the policy objectives of the policymakers. MITI
aimed to mitigate the difficulties the Japanese coal mining industry faced, such as the reduc-
tion of demand, unemployment, the impoverished coal field areas during the period. MITI
played a coordinating role between the capitalist and labor classes and tried to find a point
of compromise between them, by incorporating into the policies labor, social and regional

elements.
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